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1 Merlotte and my chief 
mate beſtowed their time ſo 
well, and obliged the natives ſo 
much, by the toys and trifles they 
gave them, that they preſently 
told them that the gold, which 
they called Aarah, was picked up 
in the rivers that came down 
from a mountain which they point- 
ed to, a great way off. Our men 
prevailed with three of them, to go 
with them to one of theſe rivers, 
and gave them beads and ſuch 
things to encourage them, but no 
hatchet: That was kept up at a 
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high rate, and as a rarity, fit only 
ior a king or ſome great man who 
wore Aarah on his ears. 

In a word, they came to the 
river, where, they ſaid, they found 
this Aarah ; and the firſt thing our 
men obſerved there, was an Indian 
fitting on the ground, and beating 
iomething upon a great ſtone, with 
another ſtone in his hand, for his 
hammer: They went to ſee what 
he was doing, and found. he had 
got a lump of gold from the ſand, 
as big as a ſwan ſhot, of no regu- 
lar ſhape ; but full of corners, nei- 
ther round or ſquare ; andthe man 
was beating it flat, as well as he 
could. 

One of our men who had a 
hatchet in his hand, made ſigns to 
him, to let him flat it for him; 
and ſo turning the back part of 
the hatchet, which ſerved the pur- 
poſe of a hammer, he beat the 
piece of gold flat in an inſtant; 
and then turning it upon the edge, 

beat 
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beat it that way, until he brought 
it to be round alſo. 

This was ſo ſurprizing to the 
man who had been beating, that 
he ſtood looking on, with all the 
tokens of joy and amazement ; and 
defiring to ſee the hatchet, looked 
this way and that way, upon thoſe 
of his countrymen, who came with 
us; as if aſking them, if ever they 
ſaw the like. 

When our man had done, he 
made ſigns to know if he had any 
more Aarah; the man ſaid nothing, 
but went down to the brink of the 
river ; and putting his hand into a 
hole, he brought out three little 
lumps of gold, and a great many 
ſmaller, ſome of them about as 
big as a large pin's head; all which 
he had Bid up there, in the hol- 
low of a ſtone. Our man thought 
it was too much, to take all that 
for the hatchet; and therefore pul- 
led out ſome beads, and. pieces of 
glaſs and ſuch toys; and in ſhort 
A 4 bough, 
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bought all this cargo of gold; 
which in the whole, weighed near 
five ounces, for about the value of 
two ſhillings. 

Though theſc bargains were very 
agrecable to us, yet the diſcovery 
of ſuch a place, and of ſuch a fund 
of treaſure, in a part of the world, 
which it is very probable, was 
never ſeen before by any European 
eyes, nor ſo much as enquired af- 
ter, was the greateſt ſatisfaction 
imaginable to me; knowing the 
adventurous temper of the gentle- 
man, who was our principal em- 
ployer. Upon this account, while 
my men buſted themſelves in their 
daily ſearch after gold, and in find- 
ing out the rivers, from whence 
it came; or rather where it was 
found; I employed myſelf to be 
fully informed where this place 
was; whether it was an iſland, or 
a continent; and having found a 
tolerable good road for our ſhips 
to ride in, I cauſed my two ſhal- 


lops 
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lops well manned, to run along the 
coaſt, both Eaſt and Weſt, to find 
which way it lay; and whether 
they could find any end of it; as 
alſo to ſee what rivers, what peo- 
ple, and what proviſions they could 
meet with. 

By my obſervation, I found that 
we were in the latitude of ſeven 
and twenty degrees and thirteen 
minutes South Meridian ; diſtance 
from the Ladrones about ſixteen 
degrees Eaſt. While my ſhallops 
were gone, I went on ſhore, and 
ſome of my men ſet up tents, 
as well for the convenience of their 
traffick, as for their reſting on 
ſhore all night; keeping, however, 
a good guard, and having two of 
dur ſhip dogs with them, who 
never failed giving them notice, 
whenever any of the natives came 
near them; for what ailed the dogs, 
EL know not, but neither of them 
could bear the fight of the Indi- 

_— *: um, 
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ans, and we had much to do, to 
keep them from flying at them. 
While we rode here, we had the 
moſt violent ſtorm of wind, with 
rain, and with great claps of thun- 
der, that we had yet ſuſtained, 
ſince we came out of England: 
It was our comfort, that the wind 
came off ſhore, for it blew at South, 
and ſhifting between the South, 
South Eaſt and South Weſt, with 
ſach exceſſive guſts, and ſo furious, 
and withal, not only by ſqualls and 
ſudden flaws, but a ſettled terrible 
tempeſt, that had it been from off 
ſea, as it was off ſhore, we muſt 
have periſhed, there had been no 
remedy: And even as it was, we 
rode in great danger. My boat- 
ſwain called out twice to me, to 
cut my maſts by the board, pro- 
teſting, we ſhould either bring our 
anchors home, or founder as we 
rode; and indeed the ſea broke 
over us many times, 1n a terrible 
manner. As I faid before, we had 


an 
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an indifferent good road, and 10 
we had, but not a very good ones 
for the land was low; and on the 
Eaſt we lay a little open. How- 
ever, our ground tackle was good, 
and our ſhip very tight, and 1 told 
the boatſwain I would rather lip 
the cable, and go off to ſea, than 
cut the maſts, However, in about 
four hours time more we found 
the wind abate, though it blew 
very hard for three days after. 
I was in great pain for my two 
ſhallops in this tempeſt, but they 
had both the good luck to lie cloſe: 
under the ſhore ; and one indeed had 
hauled quite upon the land, where 
the men lay on ſhore under their ſail; 
ſo that they got no damage; and 
about three days after, one of them 
returned, and brought me word 
they had. been to the Weſt, where 
they had made very little diſcovery, 
as to the. ſituation of the country, 
and whether it. was an ifland ar a 
A 6 conti- 
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continent; but they had converſed 
with the natives very often, and 
found ſeveral Who had pieces of 
gold, hanging ſome in their hair, 
ſome about their necks; and the 
made a ſhift to bring as many wit 
them, as weighed all put together, 
ſeventeen or eighteen ounces, for 
which they had bartered toys and 
trifles, as we did; but they found 
no rivers, where they could diſco- 
ver any gold in the ſands, as we 
had done, ſo that they believed it 
all came from the fide where we 
were. 

But our other ſhallop had much 
better luck ; the went away to the 
Eaſt, and by the time ſhe had gone 
about fixteen leagues, ſhe found 
the ſhore break off a little, and 
ſoon after a little more, until 
at length they came as it were, to 


| the land's end; when the ſhore 


running due South, they followed 
according to their account, near 
thirteen leagues more, 


In 
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In this interval, they went ſeve- 
ral times on ſhore, entered three 
rivers indifferently large, and one 
of them very large at the mouth, 
but grew narrow again, in three or 
four leagues ; but a deep channel, 
with two and twenty to eight and 
twenty fathom water in it all the 
way, as far as they went. 

Here they went on ſhore and 
trafficked with the natives whom 
they found, rude and unpoliſhed, 
but a very mild inoffenſive people; 
nor did they find them any thing 
thieviſh, much leſs treacherous ; 
as in ſome countries is the caſe. 
They had the good luck, to find out 11 
the place where, as they ſuppoſed, Ng 
the king of the country reſided; | 
which was a kind of a city, en- 
compaſſed with a river, almoſt all 
round, the river making a kind of 
double horſe-ſhoe. The manner 
of their living is too long to deſ- 
cribe ; neither could our men give 
any account of their goverument, 


or 


| 
. 
| 
| 
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or of the cuſtoms of the place; 
but what they ſought for, was 
gold and proviſions, and of that 
they got pretty conſiderable. 

They found the Indians terribly 
ſurprized at the firſt ſight of them; 
but after ſome time, they found 
means to let them know they de- 
fired a truce ; and to make them 
underſtand what they meant by it. 

At length a truce being eſtabliſh 
ed, the king came, and with him 
near three hundred men ; and ſoon 
after the queen, with half as many 
women. They were not ſtark naked, 
neither men or women, but wear- 
ing a looſe piece of cloth about 
their middles; what it was made 
of, we could not imagine: for it 
was neither linen or woollen, cot- 
ton or ſilk; nor was it woven; but 
twiſted and braided by hand, as 
our women make bone lace with 
bobbins. It ſeems it was the ſtalk 
of an herb, which this was made 
with; and was ſo ſtrong, that I 

doubt 
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doubt not, it would have made ca- 
bles for our ſhips, if we had wanted 
to make ſuch an experiment. 
When the king firſt came to our 
men, they were a little ſhy of his 
company, he had ſo many with 
him, and they began to retire; 
which the king perceiving, he 
cauſed all his men to ſtop, and 
keep at a diſtance; and advanced 
himſelf, with about ten or twelve 
of his men, and no more. | 
When he was come quite up, 
our men, to ſhew their breeding, 
pulled off their hats, but that he 
did not underſtand; for his men 
had no hats on. But the offices 
making a bow to him, he under- 
ſtood that preſently, and bowed 
again ; at which all his men fell 
down flat upon their faces, as flat 
to the ground, as if they had been 
ſhot to death with a volley of our 
jhot; and they did not fall fo quick, 
but they were up again as nimbly, 
and then down flat on the ground 


again; 


16 DE FOE'S VOYAGE 


again ; and this they did three times, 
their king bowing himſelf to our 
men, at the ſame time. 

This ceremony being over, our 
men made ſigns to them that they 
wanted victuals to eat, and ſome- 
thing to drink; and pulled out ſe- 
veral things, to let the people ſee 
they would give ſomething for what 
they might bring them. 

The king underſtood them pre- 
ſently, and turning to ſome of his 
men, he talked a while to them, 
and our men obſerved, that while 
he ſpoke, they ſeemed to be terri- 
fied, as if he had been threatening 
them with death. However, as 
foon as he had done, three of them 
went away, and our men ſuppoſed 
they went to fetch ſomething that 
the king would give them ; upon 
which, that they might be before 
hand with them, our men preſented 
his majeſty with two pair of brace- 
lets of fine glaſs-beads of ſeveral 
colours, and put them upon his 

arms, 
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arms, which he took moſt kindly ; 
and then they gave him a knife, 
with a good plain ivory handle, and 
ſome other odd things. Upon re- 
ceiving theſe noble preſents, he 
ſends away another of his men, and 
a little after, two more. 

Our men obſerved, that two of 
the men went a great way off to- 
ward the hill, but the other man 
that he ſent away firſt, went to his 
queen, who with her retinue of 
tawny ladies, ſtood but a little way 
off, and ſoon after her majeſty came 
with four women only, attending 
her. | 

The officer who commanded our 
men, finding he ſhould have another 
kind of compliment to pay the la- 
dies, retired a little; and being an 
ingenious handy ſort of a man, in 
leſs than half an hour, he, and 
another of his men, made a nice 
garland, or rather a coronet of ſun- 
dry ſtrings of beads, and with glaſs 
bobs and pendants, all hanging 

| about 
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about it moſt wonderful gay ; and 
when the queen was come, he went 
up to the king, and ſhowing it to 
him, made ſigns that he would give 
it to the queen. | 
The king took it, and was ſo 
pleaſed with. the preſent, that truly 
he deſired our officer to put it upon 
his own head, which he did; but 
when he had got it fo placed, he 
let our men ſee, he was king over 
his wife, as well as over the reſt of 
the country, and that he would wear 
it himſelf. | 
Our man then pulled out a little 
pocket looking-glaſs, and holding 
it up, he let his majeſty ſee his own 
face, which we might reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, he had never ſeen before, 
eſpecially with a crown on his head 
too. Before he ſaw his own face 
1n the glaſs, he was grave and ma- 
jeſtick, and carried it ſomething 
like a king; but he was ſo delighted 
with the novelty, that he was quite 
beſide himſelf, and jumped and ca- 
pered 
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pered and danced about like a mad- 
man. \ 

All this while, our men ſaw no- i 
thing coming, but that all was giv- 
en on their fide; whereupon they 
made ſigns again, that they wanted 
proviſions. 

The king then made ſigns, point- 
ing to a hill a good way off, as if 
it would come from thence very 
quickly; and then looked to ſee if 
his people were coming, as if he 
Was impatient till they came, as 
well as our men. | | 

During this time, one of our 
men obſerved, that the queen had 
ſeveral pieces of gold, as they 1 
thought them to be, hanging about | 
her, particularly in her hair, and 
large flat plaits of gold upon the 
hinder part of her head, ſomething 
in the place of a roll as our women 
wear; that her hair was wound 
about it in rolls braided together 
yery curioully ; and having informed 
our officer, he made ſigns to the 
king, 


1 a mY 
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king, for leave to give the queen 
ſomething, which he conſented to. 
So he went to her majeſty, making 
a bow as before : But this complai- 
ſance ſurprized her; for upon his 
bowing, on a ſudden falls the 
queen and all her four ladies flat on 
the ground, but were up again in 
a moment ; and our people won- 
dered how they could throw them- 
ſelves ſo flat on their faces, and not 
hurt themſelves, nor was it leſs to 
be wondered at, how they could ſo 
ſuddenly jump up again, for they 
did not riſe up gradually as we muſt 
do, with the help of our hands and 
knees, if we were extended ſo flat 
on our faces; but they, with a 
ſpring, whether with their hands 
or their whole bodies, we knew 
not, ſprang up at once, and were 
upon their feet immediately. 

This compliment over, our of- 
ficer ſtepped up to the Queen, and 
tied about her neck a moſt delicate 
necklace of pearl; that is to ſay, 
of 
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of large handſome white glaſs beads, 
which might in England coſt about 
tour pence halfpenny, and to every 
one of her ladies he gave another of 
{maller beads and differing colours 
than thoſe which he gave the 
Queen: Then he preſented her 
Majeſty with a long ſtring of glaſs 
beads, which being put over her 
head reached down to her waiſt be- 
fore, and joined in a kind of taſſel, 
with a little knot of blue ribband, 
which the was alſo extremely plea- 
fed with; and very fine ſhe was. 
The Queen made, it ſeems, the 
firſt return ; for ſtepping to one of 
her women, our men obſerved that 
her attendant took ſomething out 
of her hair, and then the Queen 
let her tie her hair up again; after 
which her Majeſty brought it, and 
gave 1t to our othcer, making figns 
to know if it was acceptable. It 
was a piece of gold that weighed 
about two ounces and a half; it 
had been beaten as flat as they knew 
| how 
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how to beat it. But the metal was 
of much more beauty to our men 
than the ſhape. | 
Our officer ſoon let the queen 
and people ſee that he accepted the 
preſent, by laying it to his mouth 
and to his breaſt, which he found 
was the way when they liked any 
thing. In ſhort, our officer went 
to work again, and in a little while 
he made a little coronet for the 
queen, as he had done before for 
the'king, though leſs; and without 
aſking leave of his majeſty, went 
up to her and put it upon her 
head; and then gave her a little 
looking-glaſs, as he had done to 
the king, that ſhe might view her 
face in 1t. | 
She was ſo ſurprized at the fight 
that ſhe knew not how to contain 
herſelf; but to ſhew her gratitude, 
ſhe pulled out another plate of gold 
out of her own hair, and gave it 
to our officer; and not content 
with that, ſhe ſent one of her wo- 
men 


ROUND THE WORLD. 23 


men to the croud of females who 
firſt attended her, and whether ſhe 
{tripped them of all the gold they 
had, or only a part, ſhe brought 
ſo many pieces, that when together 
they weighed almoſt two pounds. 
When ſhe was thus drefled, the 
ſtepped forward very nimbly and 
gracefully towards the king, to 
ſhow him what ſhe had got; and 
finding he was dreſſed as fine as 
herſelf, they had work enough for 
near. two hours, to look at one an- 
other and admire their new orna- 
ments. 4 | 
Our men reported, that the king 
was a tall well ſhaped man, of a 
very majeſtic deportment, only that 
when he laughed he ſhewed his 
teeth too much, which however 
were as white as ivory : As for the 
queen, ſaving that her ſkin was 
of a tawny colour, ſhe was a very 
pretty woman; very tall, a ſweet 
countenance, admirable features, 


and, 
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and, in a word, a compleatly hand- 
ſome lady. 

She was very oddly dreſſed; ſhe 
was quite naked from her head to 
below her breaſts: Her breaſts were 
plump and round, not flaggy and 
hanging down, as it generally is 
with the Indian women, ſome of 
whoſe breaſts; hang as low as their 
bellies; but projecting as beauti- 
fully as if they had been laced up 
with ſtays round her body; and 


below her breaſt ſhe had a broad 


piece of a ſkin of ſome curious 
creature, ſpotted like a leopard, 
probably of ſome fine ſpotted deer. 
This was wrapped round her very 
tight, like a body-girt to a horſe; 
and under this ſhe had a kind of 
petticoat, as before deſcribed, hang- 
ing down to her ankles, As for 
ſhoes or ſtockings, they were only 
ſuch as nature had furniſhed. Her 
hair was black, and as ſuppoſed, 
very long, being wreathed up, and 
twiſted in long locks about the 
plate 
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plate of gold ſhe wore; for when 
ſhe pulled off the plate above-men- 
tioned, it hung down her back, 
and upon her ſhoulders, very grace - 
fully : But it ſeems ſhe did not 
think ſo, for as ſoon as ſhe found 
it ſo fallen down, ſhe cauſed one 
of her women to roll it up, and tie 
it in a great knot which hung down 
in her neck, and did not look ſo 
well as when it was looſe. 

While the king and the queen 
were converſing together about 
their fine things as above, our men 
went back to the boat, where they 
left the purchaſe they had got, and 
furniſhed themſelves with other 
things fit to trafic with, as they 
ſaw occaſion; and they were not 
quite come up to the king again, 
when they perceived that the men 
the king had ſent up into the coun- 
try were returned ; and that they 
brought with them a great quan- 
tity of ſuch proviſions as they had; 
which chiefly conſiſted of roots and 

. II. B maize, 


1 

5 
5 

\q | 
x 


26 DE FOE'S VOYAGE 


maize, or Indian corn, and ſeyeral 
fruits which we had never ſeen be- 
fore: Some of them reſembled the 
large European figs, but were not 
really figs; with ſome great jars of 
water, having herbs ſteeped in it, 
and roots, that made it look as 
white as milk, and drank like milk 
ſweetened with ſugar, but more de- 
licious, and exceeding cool and re- 
freſhing. They brought alſo a 
great quantity of oranges, but they 
were neither ſweet nor ſour, and 
our men believed they were not 
ripe; but when they were dreſſed 
after the manner of the country, 
which they ſhewed our men, and 
which was to roaſt them before the 
fire, they had an admirable flavour, 
and our men brought a great many 
away to us, and when we roaſted 
them they exceeded any thing of 
the kind J had ever taſted. 

After our men had received what 
was brought, and ſhewn that the 
whole was very acceptable, the king 


made 
/® 
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made ſigns that he would be gone, 
but would come again to them the 
next morning ; and pointing to the 
queen's head, where the plate of 
gold had been that ſhe had given to 
our men, intimated that he would 
bring ſome of the ſame with him 
the next day. But while he was 
making theſe ſigns, one of his o- 
ther meſſengers came back, and 
gave the king ſomething into his 
hand wrapped up, which our men 
could not fee: As ſoon as the king 
had it, as if he had been proud to 
ſhow our men that he could make 
himſelf and his queen as fine as 
they could make him, he undid 
the parcel, and decked out his 
queen with a ſhort thing like a 
robe, which reached from her neck 
down to the ſpotted ſkin which ſhe 
wore before, and ſo it covered her 
ſhoulders and breaſt. It was made 
of an infinite number and variety of 
teathers, oddly, and yet very cu- 
riouſly, put together; and was 

B 2 ſpangled 
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ſpangled all over with little drops 
or lumps of gold; ſome no bigger 
than a pin's head, which had holes 
made thro' them, and were ſtrung 
ſix or ſeven together, and ſo tied 
on to the feathers; ſome as big as 
a large pea, hanging fingle, ſome 
as big as a horſe- bean, and beaten 
flat, and all hanging promiſcuouſly 
among the feathers, without any 
order or ſhape, which notwith- 
ſtanding were very beautiful in the 
whole, and made the thing look 
rich and handſome enough. | 

As ſoon as he had thus equipped 
his queen, he put another upon 
himſelf, which was larger, and had 
this particular in its ſhape, that it 
covered his arms almoſt to his el- 
bows, and was ſo made that it 
came round under the arm, and 
being faſtened there with a ſtring, 
made a kind of ſleeve. 

As the king's robe, or whatever 
it may be called, was longer, for it 
came down to his waiſt, ſo it had a 
great deal more gold about it, and 

larger 
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larger pieces than that the queen 
wore, When their majeſties had 
thus put on their robes, it may be 
gueſſed how glorious they looked, 
but eſpecially the queen, who be- 
ing a moſt charming beautiful crea- 
ture, as ſaid before, was much 
more ſo when gliſtening thus with 
gold. Our men looked very nar- 
rowly to obſerve whether there were 
any diamonds or pearls among their 
finery, but they could not perceive 
any. 

The king and queen now with- 
drew for that evening, but their 
people did not leave our men lo, 
for they thronged about them ; and 
ſome brought them jars of the 
white liquor, ſome brought them 
roots, others fruits, ſome one thing 
ſome another; and our men gave 
every one of them ſome ſmall mat- 
ter or other, in proportion to what 
they brought. At laſt, - there came 
four particular tall luſty men, with 
bows and arrows, but before they 
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came cloſe up to our men they laid 
down their bows and arrows on the 
ground, and came forward with all 
the tokens of friendſhip they were 
able to make, 

They had two youths with them, 
each of which led a tame fawn of 
pretty large growth ; and when the 
men came up, they gave the two 
fawns to our men; who, in return, 
gave cach of them a knife, and 
ſome ſtrings of beads, and ſuch 
toys as they had. 

Our men obſerved, that all theſe 
men had little bits of gold, ſome 
of one ſhape and ſome of another, 
hanging at their ears; and when 
our men came to be familiar, they 
aſked them as well as they could, 
where they found that ſtuff, and 
they made ſigns to the ſand in the 
river; and then pointed towards 
that part of the country where our 
ſhips lay; which ſignified to our 
men, that the gold was, moſt of 
it, where we lay, not there where 


the 
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when our men pointed again to the 
river where they were, and went 
and took up ſome of the ſand, as 
if they would look for gold in it, 
they made ſigns of laughing at it, 
and that there was nothing to be 
found there, but that it lay all the 
other way. 

And yet two or three of the men, 
who, when the tide was out, went 
up the bank of the river, two or 
three miles upon the ſands, peep- 
ing and trying the ſands as they 
went; they found three or four 
little bits of pure gold, though not 
bigger than pins heads; but no 
doubt, farther up the country, 
they might have found more. 

Theſe four men ſeeing how fond 
our people were of the gold, made 
figns that they could fetch gold to 
them if they would give them ſuch 
things as they liked; and ours a- 
gain told them, they ſhould have 
ny thing they pleaſed; and, as 
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earneſt, gave them ſome pieces of 
iron, and bits of glaſs of ſmall va- 
lue, both which they were much 
delighted with. 

Early in the morning their four 
cuſtomers came again, and brought 
ſeveral men, who ſeemed to be ſer- 
vants, along with them, loaden 
with refreſhments, ſuch as the 
white water, mentioned above ; 
which they brought in earthen 
pots very hard, made ſo by the 
heat of the ſun. They brought 
alſo three ſmall deer with them, 
and a kind of coney or rabbit, but 
larger; which our men were very 
glad of. But that which was a- 
bove all the reſt, they brought a 
good quantity of gold duſt, that is 
to ſay, ſome in ſmall lumps, ſome 
in bigger; and one of them had 
near a pound weight, wrapped up 
in a piece of coney-{kin, which 
was all ſo very ſmall, that it was 
like duſt; which, as our men un- 
derſtood afterwards, was reckoned 
little 
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little worth, becauſe all the lumps 
had been picked out of it. 

Our men, to be ſure, were very 
willing to trade for this commo- 
dity, and therefore they brought 
out great variety of things to truck 
you them ; making figns to them 

to pick out what they liked; but 
ſtill keeping a reſerve for the king 
and queen, whom they expected. 
Above all, they had made a reſerve 
for the king of ſome extraordinary 
hatchets which they had not yet 
ſuffered to be ſeen; with a ham- 
mer or two, and ſome drinking 
glaſſes, and the like, with ſome 
particular toys for the queen. 

But they had variety enough left 
beſides for the four men; who, in 
ſhort, bought ſo many trinkets and 
trifles, that our men not only got 
all the gold they brought, but the 
very pieces of gold out of their 
ears; in return for which, our men 
gave them every one a pair of ear- 
rings, to hang about their ears, 
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with a fine drop; ſome of green 
glaſs, ſome red, ſome blue; and 
they were wonderfully pleaſed 
with the exchange; and went back, 
we may venture to ſay, much rich- 
er in opinion, than they came. 

As ſoon as theſe people had 
done their market, and indeed a 
little before, they perceived at a 
diſtance, the king and queen com- 
ing with a great retinue ; ſo they 
made figns to our men, that the 
mult be gone; and that they would 
not have the king know that they 
had been there. 

I muſt confeſs, the relation of 
all this made me very much re- 
pent, that J had not happened to 
have put in there with the ſhips; 
though indeed as the road lay open 
to the Eait and South winds, it 
might have been worſe another 
way; I mean, when the ſtorm 
blew. However as it is, I muſt 
report this part, from the account 
given us by my men. 


When 
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When the king and queen came 
the ſecond time, they were toge- 
ther, and dreſſed up, as our men 
ſuppoſed, with the utmoſt magni- 
ficence ; having the fine feathered 
ſpangled things about their ſhoul- 
ders; and the king had over all 
his habit, a fine ſpotted robe of 
deer ſkins, neatly joined together; 
and which, as he managed it, co- 
vered him from head to foot; and 
in ſhort, it was ſo very beautiful, 
that he really looked like a king 
with it. 

When he came to our men, and 
the ceremony of their meeting was 
over, the king turning round, 
ſhewed them, that he had brought 
them ſtores of proviſions; and in- 
deed ſo he had; for he had at leaſt 
fifty men attending him, loaden 
with roots, and oranges, and maize, 
and ſuchthings: in ſhort he brought 
them above twenty thouſand oran- 
ges; a great parcel of that fruit 
like a fig, which I mentioned a- 
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bove, and other fruits. After which 
another party followed, and brought 
twenty live deer ; and as many of 
their rabbits dead ; the latter are 
as big as our hares. 
As they came up, the king made 
ſigns to our men to take them; 
and our officer making figns to 
thank his Majeſty, he ordered one 
of the queen's attendants to give 
him one of the feathered robes, | 
ſuch a one as the king himſelf 5 
had on; and made mighty fine 
with lumps and taſſels of gold, 
as the other. And a tawney laſs 
advancing to him, offered to put | 
it over his head; but he took it in | 
his hand and put it on himſelf ; 
and looked as like a jack pudding 
in it, as any one could defire ; for 
it made no figure at all upon him, 
compared to what it dic upon the 
Indians. | 
When they had received all this, 
they could not but make a ſuitable 
return; and therefore our officer 


cauſed 
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cauſed his reſerve to be brought 
out; and firſt he gave his Majeſty 
a de zen of very handſome drinking 
glaſſes of ſeveral ſizes; with half 
a dozen of glaſs beakers, or cups, 
to the queen, for the ſame uſe. 
Then he gave the king a little 
hanger, and a belt to wear it by 
his fide; and ſhewed him how to 
buckle it on and take it off; and 
and how to draw it out, and put it 
in again. | 

This was ſuch a preſent, and the 
king was ſo delighted with it, that 
our officer ſaid, he believed the 
king, did nothing but draw it and 
put it up again, put it on and pull 
it off, for near two hours toge- 
ther. 

Beſides this, he gave the king 
three hatchets, and ſhewed him 
the uſes of them; alſo two large 
hammers and a pair of very ſtrong 
large ſheers, particularly ſhewing 
him, that with thoſe hammers, 
they might beat out the gold lumps 

which 
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which they found in the rivers, and 
with the ſheers might cut the edges 
round, or into what ſhape they 
pleaſed, when they were beaten 
thin. 

To the queen he gave ſix little 
knives, and a dozen ſmall looking- 
glaſſes for her ladies; ſix pair of 
ſciſſors, and a ſmall box full of large 
needles; then he gave her ſome 
coarſe brown thread, and ſhewed 


*her how to thread the needle and 


ſew any thing together with the 
thread; all which ſhe admired ex- 
ceedingly, and called her tawny 
maids of honour about her, that 
they might learn alſo. And whilſt 
they were ſtanding all together, 
our officer, to divert the king, 
ſewed two of her women one to- 
another by the lap of their waiſt- 
coats, or what elſe it might be 
called; and when they were a lit- 
tle ſurprized at it, and began (as 
he thought) to be a little uneaſy, 
he took the ſciſſors, and at one 

ſnap 
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ſnap ſet them at liberty again: 
Which paſſed for ſuch an extraor- 
dinary piece of dexterity, that the 
king would needs have two of them 
ſewed together again, on purpoſe 
to ſee it cut again: And then the 
king deſired he might have a needle 
and thread himſelf, and a pair of 
ſciſſors: Then he would ſew ſome 
things together and cut them a- 
ſunder again ſeveral times, and 
laugh moſt heartily at the ingenu- 
ity of it. 

Beſides the above things, they 
gave her majeſty a pair of car-rings 
to hang on her ears, the glaſs in 
them looking green like an emerald; 
a ring of filver with falſe ſtones in 
it, like a roſe diamond ring, the 
middle ſtone red like a ruby ; which 
ſhe went preſently and gave to the 
king; but our officer made ſigns 
that he had one that was bigger for 
the king, and accordingly gave the 
king one much larger: and now 


they had done giving preſents, as 
they 
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they thought, when the king made 


a fign to the queen, which ſhe un- 
derſtood, and calling one of her wo- 
men, the brought a ſmall parcel, 
which the queen gave our officer 
into his hand; wherein was about 
eleven pound weight of gold- duſt, 
but as before, no lumps in it. 

Our men having thus finiſhed 
their traffick, and being about to 
come away, they made ſigns to the 
king, that they would come again 
and bring him more fine things; 
at which the king ſmiled, and 
pointed to the gold, as if telling 
them he would have more of that 
for them when they came again. 

Our men had now their expec- 
tations fully anſwered; and, as I 
ſaid, had ended their traffick; and 
taking leave of the king, and all his 
retinue, retired to their ſhallop, the 
king and queen going away to their 
city as above; the wind blowing 
Northerly, they were ſeven days 
before they got down to us in the 
ſhip; during which time, they had 
almoſt 
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almoſt famiſhed the deer they had 
left; five of which they had kept 
to bring us alive, and yet they went 
two or three times on ſhore to get 
food for them by the way. 

We were all glad to ſee them 
azain, and I had a great deal of 
reaſon to be very well ſatisfied with 
the account of their traffick, though 
not much with their diſcovery, for 
they were not able to give us the 
leaſt account whether the land was 
a continent or an iſland. 

But let that be how it will, it is 
certainly a country yet unfrequent- 
ed by any of the chriſtian part of 
mankind, and perhaps, may ever be 
ſo, and yet may be as rich as any 
other part of the world yet diſco- 
vered. The mountains in moſt of 
the iſlands, as well as of the main 
land in thoſe parts abounding in 
gold or ſilver, and no queſtion, as 
well worth ſearching after, as the 
coaſt of Guinea; where, though 
the quantity they find is conſider- 
able, 
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able, yet, it is at this time ſought 
after by ſo many, and the negroes 
taught ſo well how to value it, that 
but a little is brought away at a 
time, and ſo much given for it, 
that computing the charge of the 
voyage, 1s oftentimes more than it 
is worth. 

But though it is true, that what 
gold is found here is a great way 
off; yet, I am perſuaded, ſuch 
quantities are to be had, and the 
price given for it ſo very trifling, 
that it would be well worth ſearch- 
ing for. 

I reckon, that including the gold 
our ſhallop brought and what we 
got on ſhore where we lay, we 
brought away about twenty-four 
pound weight of gold: the expence 
of which, we could not value at 
above ten or eleven pounds in Eng- 
land put it all together ; and reck- 
oning for all the proviſions we got 
there, which ſupplied us for twenty 
days after we came away. 


For 
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For while our ſhallop was mak- 

ing her viſit thus to the royal fa- 
mily, &c. as 1s related, our men 
were not idle on ſhore, but partly 
by trade with the natives, and by 
waſhing the ſands in the ſmall riv- 
ers, we got ſuch a quantity of gold, 
as well fatished us for the ſtay we 
made. 

We had been about eighteen 
days here when our ſhallop return- 
ed, and we ſtayed a week more traf- 
ficking with the people: and I am 
perſuaded, if we had been in the 
mind to have ſettled there and ſtayed 
till now, we thould have been very 
welcome to the people. We faw 
neither horſe or cow, mule, aſs, dog 
or cat, or any of our European ani- 
mals, excepting that our men ſhot 
ſome wild ducks and wigeons ex- 
actly the ſame which we fee in 
England, and very fat and good, 
but much eaſier to ſhoot than in 
England, having never been ac- 
quainted with the flaſh and noiſe 
of 
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of guns as ours have been: we alſo 
found a ſort of partridges in the 
country not much unlike our own, 
and a great many of the whiſtling 
lover the ſame with ours. 

Though this month's ſtay was 
unexpected, yet we had no reaſon 
to think our time ill ſpent. How- 
ever, we did not think we ought 
to lie here too long whatever we 
got: ſo we weighed and ſtood off to 
ſea, ſteering ſtill South Eaſt keep- 
ing the ſhore of this golden coun- 
try in ſight, till our men told us 
they found the land fall off to the 
South: then we ſteered away more 
Southerly for fix or eight days, not 
loſing fight of land all the time, 
till by an obſervation, we found we 
were in the latitude of thirty-four 
degrees and a half, South of the 
line; our meridian diſtance from 
the Ladrones, twenty-two degrees 
thirty minutes Eaſt; when a freſh 
gale of wind ſpringing up at South 
and by Eaſt, obliged us to hale 
cloſe 
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cloſe for that evening ; at night it 
blew ſuch a ſtorm, that we were 
obliged to yield to the force of it, 
and go away afore it to the North 
or North by Weſt till we came 
to the point of that land we paſt 
before; here the land tending to 
the Weſt we ran in under the lee 
of a ſteep ſhore, and came to an 
anchor in twenty-five fathom water, 
being the ſame country we were in 
before. Here we rode very ſafe for 
five days, the wind continuing to 
blow very hard all the time from 
the South Eaſt. 

My men would fain have had 
me gone aſhore again, and traffick- 
ed with the people for more gold; 
but J, who was ſtill in queſt of 
farther diſcoveries, thought, I knew 
enough of this place, to tempt my 
friend, the merchant, whoſe favo- 
rite deſign was that of making new 
diſcoveries, to another voyage there, 
and that was enough for me. 80 
I declined going on ſhore again, 
except, 
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except, that we ſent our boats for 
a recruit of freſh water; and our 
men, while they were filling it, 
| ſhot a brace of deer, as they were 
feeding by the fide of a ſwamp or 
moiſt ground; and alſo ſome wild 
ducks. Here we ſet up a great 
wooden croſs, and wrote on it, the 
names of our ſhips, and command- 
ers; and the time that we came to 
an anchor there. 

But we were obliged to a farther 
diſcovery of this country than we 
intended, by the following acci- 
dent: We had unmoored early in 
the morning, and by eight o'clock 
were under ſail; by ten we had 
doubled the point I mentioned a- 
bove, and ſtood away South, keep- 
ing the ſhore on board, at the diſ- 
tance of about two leagues Welt. 

The next day, the officer, who 
had been with the ſhallop, ſhewed 
us the opening or mouth where he 
put in, and where he had made 

his 
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his traffick with the king of the 
country, as ſaid before. 

We went on {till for two days, 
and ſtill we found the land extend- 
ing itſelf South, till the third day 
in the morning, we were a little. 
ſurprized to find ourſelves, as it 
were, embayed ; being in the bot- 
tom of a deep gulph, and the land 
appearing right a-head, diſtance 
about three leagues ; the coaſt hav- 
ing turned away to the Eaſt and by 
South, very high land and moun- 
tainous; and the tops of ſome of 
the hills covered with ſnow. 

Our ſecond mate and the boat- 
ſwain, upon this diſcovery, were 
for coming about, and ſent to me 
for orders to make ſignals to the 
other ſhip and our brigantine, who 
were both a- head, to do the like; 
but I, who was willing to acquaint 
myſelf, as fully as I could, with 
the coaſt of the country, which I 
made no queſtion I ſhould have 
occaſion to come to again, faid, no, 


no, 
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no, I will ſee a little farther firſt. 
So I ran on, having an eaſy gale 
at North Eaſt and good weather, 
till I came within about a league 
and a half of the ſhore, when I 
found, that in the very bite or nook 
of the bay, there was a great inlet 
of water, which either muſt be a 
paſſage or ſtrait between the land 
we had been on ſhore upon; which 
in that caſe, muſt be a great iſland, 
or that it muſt be the mouth of ſome 
extraordinary great river, 

This was a diſcovery too great 
to be omitted, ſo I ordered the bri- 
gantine to ſtand in with an eaſy 
fail, and ſee what account could be 
had of the place; accordingly they 
ſtood in, and we followed about a 
league, and then lay by, . waiting 
their ſignals. I had particularly 
ordered them to keep two boats a- 
head to ſound the depth all the way, 
and they did ſo: and how it hap- 
pened, we knew not, but on a ſud- 
den, we heard the floop fire two 

guns 
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guns firſt, and then one gun; the 
tirſt was a ſignal to us to bring to, 
and come no farther; the next was 
a lignal of diſtreſs; we immediatel 
tacked to ſtand off, but found a 
ſtrong current ſetting directly into 
the bite, and there not being wind 
enough for us to ſtem the current, 
we let go our anchors in twenty- 
two fathom water. 

Immediately we manned out all 
the boats we had, great and ſmall, 
to go and aſſiſt our brigantine, not 
knowing what diſtreſs ſhe might be 
in; and they found that ſhe had 
driyen up, as we were like to have 
done, too far into the channel of a 
large river, the mouth of which, 
being very broad, had ſeveral ſhoals 
in it; and though ſhe had dropped 
her anchor juſt upon notice, which 
the boats who were ſounding, gave 
her; yet ſhe tailed a-ground upon a 
ſand, and ſtuck faſt; our men made 
no doubt but ſhe would be loſt, 
and began to think of faving the 
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proviſions and ammunition out of 
her. The two long-boats accord- 
ingly began to lighten her; and firſt 
they took in her guns, and let out 
all her caſks of water; then they 
began to take in her great ſhot and 
the heavy goods. But by this time, 
they found their miſtake, for the 
current, which I mentioned, was 
nothing, but a ſtrong tide of flood; 
which, the indraught of the river 
being conſiderable, ran up with a 
very great force; and, in ſomething 
leſs than an hour, the brigantine 
fleeted again. 

However ſhe had ſtuck ſo long 
upon the ſand, and the force of the 
current or tide had been ſo great, 
that ſhe received conſiderable dam- 
age; and had a great deal of water 
in her hold. I immediately order- 
ed out boats to row to the land, on 
both fides, to ſee, if they could find 
a good place to lay her on ſhore in; 
they obeyed the order, and found 
a very convenient harbour, in the 

mouth 
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mouth of a {mall river; which emp- 
tied itſelf into the great river, about 
two leagues within the foreland of 
it, on the North tide; as the river 
Medway runs into the, Thames, 
within the mouth of it, on the 
South fide; only this was not fo 
far up. 

Here they ran in the floop im« 
mediately, and the next day we 
came thither alſo; our boats hav- 
ing ſounded the whole breadth of 
the main river, and found a very 
good channel, half a league broad; 
having from ſeventeen to four and 
twenty fathom water all the wayy 
and very good riding. 

Here we found it abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary, to take every thing out of 
the brigantine, to ſearch her bot- 
tom; for her lying on ſhore had 
ſtrained her ſeams, and broke one 
of her floor timbers; and having 
hands enough, our men unloaded 
her ina very little time, and making 
a little dock for her, mended all the 
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damage in about ten days time, 
But ſeeing her in ſo good a condi- 
tion, and the place fo convenient, 
I reſolved to have her whole bot- 
tom new calked and cleaned: that 
we made her as tight as ſhe was 
when ſhe firſt came off the ſtocks. 
This I took for a good opportu- 
nity, to careen and clean our other 
ſhips too: for we had done little to 
them ſince we came from Mada- 
gaſcar. We found our Madagaſ- 
car ſhip much worm-eaten in her 
ſheathing, which we helped as well 
as we could, by new nailing, and 
by taking out ſome pieces of her 
ſheathing, and putting new ones 
in. But as to our great ſhip, ſhe 
was ſheathed with lead, and had 
received no damage at all; only 
that ſhe was very foul, which we 
remedied by ſcraping and cleaning, 
and new graving her quite over. 
We were not all employed in this 
work, and therefore we had leiſure 
to make the beſt of our time, for 
the 
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the main work of new diſcoveries. 
And now I reſolved to leave it no 
more to under officers, as I had. 
done before, viz. when I gave the 
command of the ſhallop, that 
traded with the king and queen, 
as above, to a midſhip- man, which 
I was very ſorry for, though the 
fellow did his buſineſs very well 
too; but I ſay, I refolved not to 
truſt any one now, but myſelf. 

In the firſt place, I took the two 
ſhallops, and went croſs the mouth 
of the great river, to the South 
ſhore, to ſee what kind of a coun— 
try was to be found there. For, 
as to the North fide where we. 
were, we found it to be much the 
ſame, with that part where, we had 
been before; with this difference 
only; whereas in the other place, 
gold was to be had in plenty, but 
here.was none we could find; nor 
did we perceive, that the people had 
any. 

_ I found the mouth of this river 
C 3 or 
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or inlet, to be about four leagues 
over, where I croſſed it, which 
was about three leagues and a half 
within the inlet itſelf. But the 
weather being very calm, and the 
flood tide running ſharp, we let 
our boat drive up in our croſſing, 
about two leagues more; and we 
found the channel grew narrow ſo 
faſt, that where we came to land, 
it was not full a league over; that 
about three leagues farther, we 
found it a mere river; not above 
as broad as the Thames at Black 
wall. | 
We found it a fteep ſhore, and 
obſerving a little creek very con- 
venient for our purpoſe, we ran in 
our boats among ſome flags or 
ruſhes, and laid them as ſoft and 
as ſafe, as if they had been in a 
dock; we went all on ſhore imme- 
diately, except two men in each 
boat, left to guard our proviſions. 


We had for arms, every man a 


muſquet, a piſtol, and a cutlaſs ; 
and 
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and in each boat we had ſix half 
pikes to uſe, as we might have oc- 
caſion. We had alſo every man a 
hatchet, hung in a little frog at his 
belt; and in each boat a broad axe 
and a ſaw. 

We were furniſhed with ſtrings 
of beads, bits of glaſs, glaſs rings, 
ear- rings, pearl necklaces, and ſuch 
like jewelry ware, innummerable; 
beſides knives, ſciſſors, needles, 
pins, looking - glaſſes, drinking- 
glaſſes, and toys great plenty. 

We were no ſooner on ſhore, 
but we found people in abundance; 
for there were two or three ſmall 
towns Within a little way of the 
ſhore; and I ſuppoſe, we might 
have the more people about us, 
becauſe,, as we underſtood after- 
wards, they had ſeen us before, 
though we had not ſeen them. 

We made ſigns to them, by put- 
ting our fingers to our mouths, and 
moving our chops, as if we were 
eating, that we wanted proviſions ; 
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and we hung up a white flag for a 
truce. They preſently underiicod 
the firſt ſignal, but knew nothing 
of the laſt; and as to proviſions, 


juſt as had been the caſe before, 


they brought us out roots and 
fruits, ſuch as they eat themſelves; 
but ſuch as we had never ſeen be- 
fore, Some of them, however, 
were very ſweet and good, and 
when we boiled them they taſted 
much like an Engliſh parſnip; and 
we gave them ſtrings of beads, 
pieces of glaſs, and ſuch things as 
we remarked they were fond of. 
We found the people, as I ob- 
ſerved of the other, very inoffen- 
five and ſincere; not quarrelſome, 
nor treacherous, or miſchievous in 
the leaſt. And we took care, not 
ſo much as to let them know the 
uſe or manner of our fire-arms for a 
great while; neither was there one 
piece fired all the time we were 
among the other people, where we 


had ſo much gold: If there had, 
"gt it 
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it had been very probable, that 
they would have fled the country, 
in ſpite of all the good uſage we 
could have been able to have thewn 
them. N 

The people where we were now, 
were not ſo rich in gold as thoſe 
where we were before, but we 
found them much better ſtored 
with proviſions; for beſides deer, 
of which they had great plenty and 
variety, for they had ſome of a ſort 
which I had never ſeen before, and 
beſides an infinite number of thoſe 
rabbits I have mentioned, which 
were as big as our hares, and which. 
do not burrow in the ground as our 
rabbits do; they had alſo a kind. 
of ſheep, large, (like thoſe of Peru, 
where they are uſed to carry bur- 
thens;) and very good, They have 
no wool nor horns, but are rather. 
hairy like a goat; nor ſhould I call 
them ſheep, but that their fleſh. 
eats like mutton, and I know not. 
what elſe to call them, The na- 
C 5 tines 


— — 


— "Sn; BS 3 


_— : 
— 4 


— 


88 DE FOE'S VOYAGE 

tives called them Huttaſh ; but 
what breed, or from what part of 
the world, or whether peculiar to 
this diviſion alone, I know not. 

However, their fleſh was very 
agreeable, and they were fat and 
good; and as the Indians were 
mightily pleaſed with the price we 
paid them, and the goods we paid 
them in, they brought us more of 
theſe Huttaſhes than we knew what 
to do with; and as I can calculate 
the rate, I ſuppoſe we might have 
them for about eight pence, or 
fometimes not above fix pence coſt 
each ; for they would give us one 
very thankfully for a ftring or two 
of ſmall beads, and think them 
ſelves mighty well paid. 

I found them ſo plentiful, and: 
ſo eaſy to come at, that in ſhort I 
ſent fifty of them alive, tied neck 
and heels, in one of the ſhallops 
back to our thips, and ordered them 
to ſend their long-boats over for 
more; for though it was fo little a 
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way. over, we did not find they 
had any of them on that fide the 
river. 

We did-the Indians another piece 
of ſervice, for if they gave us meat, 
we taught them to be cooks; for 
we ſhewed them how to roaſt it 
upon a ſtick or ſpit before the fire; 
whereas they ate all their meat be- 
tore, either ſtewed in earthen pots 
over the fire, with herbs, ſuch as 
we did not underſtand, or thrown: 
on burning fuel of green wood; 
which always. made it taſte and ſtink. 
of the ſmoak moſt intolerably. 

We had a great deal of oppor- 
tunity now to converſe: with the 
people on both ſides the river; and 
we found them to be not only dif- 
ferent nations, but of a differing: 
ſpeech, and differing cuſtoms. 
Theſe on the South fide, where I 
now was,. ſeemed to be the beſt: 
furniſhed with proviſions, and to 
live in the greateſt plenty. But 
thoſe on the North fide appeared 
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better cloathed, and a more civi- 
lized ſort of people; and of the 
two ſeemed to have, in their coun- 
tenances, ſomething more agree- 
able. 

However, as they were near 
neighbours, for the river only 
parted them, they were not very 
much unlike neither, That which 
ſeemed moſt ſtrange to me, was, 
that we found they had little know - 
ledge or communication one with 
another. They had indeed ſome 
boats in the river, but they were 
very ſmall, and rather ſerved to 
juſt waft them over, or to fiſh in 
them, than for any other uſe; for 
we found none that could carry 
above four men, and thoſe very 
oddly made; partly as a canoe, by 
hollowing a tree, and partly by 
{ſkins of beaſts, dried and ſtuck on 
in ſuch a manner, that they would 
paddle along at a great rate with 
them, 

Foi or want of andectoation their 

language, 
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language, I could come at no know- 
ledge of their religion or worſhip ; 
nor did I ſee any idols among them, 
or any adoration paid to the ſun or 
moon. But yet, as a confirmation 
that all nations, however barba- 
rous, have ſome notion of a GOD; 
and ſome awe of a Superior Power ; 
I obſerved here, that in making a 
bargain with one of the principal 
men (ſuch I perceived him to be 
by the reſpect the reſt ſhewed him) 
J fay, being making a bargain with 
him, as well as could be done be- 
tween two people who underſtood 
not one word of what either ſaid, 
he had made ſigns to bring me 
twelve ſheep the next morning, 
for ſome things that I was to de- 
liver him of mine. I am ſure the 
goods were not all of them of va- 
lue ſufficient to give me the leaſt 
diſtruſt; but when I gave him the 
goods without the ſheep, being as 
I faid to truſt him till the next 
day, he called two men to hun, 


and 
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and pointing to the goods that 1 
had put into his hands, he tells. 
upon his fingers twelve; lettin 
them know, as I ſuppoſed, that he 
was to give me twelve ſheep the 
next day in return, and ſo far, it- 
appeared, they were to be witneſſes 
of the agreement. He then placed- 
his two. hands, one upon each. 
breaſt, with the fingers turned up. 
towards his face, and holding them 
thus, he looked towards Heaven, 
with his face turned upward allo, 
and with the utmoſt gravity, ſeri- 
ouſneſs, and ſolemnity in his coun- 
tenance, that ever. I faw in any 
man's face in my. life, he: moved; 
his lips as in the action of ſpeak- 
ing. When he had continued in- 
this poſture about. a quarter of a 
minute, he took the two men, and: 
put them in the ſame attitude, and. 
then pointed. to me, and next to 
himſelf; by which I underſtood, 
firſt, that he ſolemnly ſwore to me, 
that he would bring the ſheep: 
. punctually 
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punctually and faithfully to me, 
and then brought the two men to 
be bail or ſecurity for the perform- 
ance ;- that is to ſay, to oblige 
themſelves to perform.it, if he did 
not. . 

Doubtleſs, thoſe people who have 
any notion of a God, muſt repre- 
fent him to themſelves as ſome- 
thing ſuperior, and fomething that 
fees, and hears, and knows what 
they ſay or do, Whether theſe 
people meant the ſun or the moon, 
or the ftars, or other viſible ob- 
jet, or whatever elſe, I do not 
pretend to determine, but it is cer- 
tain they underſtood it to be ſome- 
thing to ſwear by; ſomething that 
could bear witneſs of their engage 
ment, and that being called to wit- 
neſs it, would reſent their breach 
of promiſe if they made it. As to 
thoſe, whoſe gods are monſters, 
and hideous ſhapes, frightful ima- 
ges, and terrible figures, the mo- 
tive of their adoration. being _ 
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of mere terror, they have certainly 
groſs ideas. But theſe people ſeem 
to act upon a more ſolid founda- 
tion, paying their reverence in, a 
manner much more rational, and 
to ſomething which it was much 
more reaſonable to worſhip, as ap- 
peared in the ſolemnity of their 
countenances, and their behaviour 
in making a ſolemn promiſe. 

We found thoſe people cloathed, 
generally ſpeaking, over their whole 
bodies, their heads, arms, legs, and 


feet excepted ; but not ſo agreeably 


as thoſe we mentioned above; and 
we found that the clothing of theſe 
were generally made of the ſkins 
of beaſts, but very artfully put to- 
gether; ſo that though they had 
neither needle or thread, yet they 
had the ſame plant as I mentioned 
before, the ſtalk of which would 
ſo ſtrongly tie like a thic'd, that 
they peeled it off thicker or finer 
as they had occaſion, and made uſe 
of it abundance of ways to tie and 

twiſt, 
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twiſt, and make their clothes with 
it, as well for their occaſion, as if 
ic had been woven 1n a loom. 

We found ſeveral of theſe peo- 
ple had little bits of gold about 
them; but when we made ſigns to 
them to know where they got it, 
and where it might be had; they 
made figns to us, pointing to the 
country on the North fide of the 
river, {o that we had it ſeems fallen 
upon the right Gold Coaſt in our 
firſt coming: They pointed iodeed 
likewiſe to ſome very high moun- 
tains, which we ſaw at a great diſ- 
tance South Weſt, ſo that it ſeems 
as if there was gold found that way 
allo; but it appeared the people 
here had not much of it for their 
ſhare. 

The men here had bows and ar- 
rows, and they uſed them ſo dex- 
terouſly, that a wild gooſe flying 
over our heads, one of the Indians 
ſhot it quite through with an ar- 
row. One of our men was ſo pro- 
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voked to ſee them, as it were, to 
out-do him, that ſome time after, 
ſeeing a couple of ducks fly ing fair 
for a mark, he preſented his piece, 
and ſhot them both flying. 

J was very angry when I heard 
the gun, had I been there he had 
never got leave to fire: However, 
when it was done, I was pleaſed 
well enough to ſee the effect it had 
upon theſe poor innocent well- 
meaning people ; at firſt it frighted 
them to the laſt degree, and I may 
truly ſay, it frighted them out of 
their ſenſes, for they that were near 
it ſtarted fo violently, that tney fell 
down, and lay ſpeechleſs for ſome 
time: Thoſe that were farther off 
ran away, as if it had been. ſome 
new kind of lightning and thun- 
der, and came out of the earth in- 
ſtead of out of the clouds: But 
when they ſaw the two creatures 
fall down dead from above, and 
could fee nothing that flew upward 
to kill them, they were perfectly 
aſtoniſhed, 


ROUND THE WORLD. 67 


iftoniſhed, and laid their two hands 
on their breaſts, and looked up to 
heaven, as if they were ſaying their 
prayers, in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner imaginable, 

However, this accident gave them 
terrible ideas of us, and I was afraid 
at firſt they would run all away 
from us through fear: I therefore 
uſed them after it, with all the 
kindneſs and tenderneſs imagina- 
ble; gave them every day ſome 
trifle or other, which though of no 
value to me, they were exceedingly 
fond of; and we aſked nothing of 
them in return but proviſions, of 
which chey had great plenty,and gave 
us enough every day to ſatisfy us: 
As for drink, they had none of the 
milky liquor which we had on the 
other part of the country; but 
they had a root which they ſteeped 
in water, and made it taſte hot, as 
if pepper had been in it, which 
made it ſo ſtrong, that though it 
would not make our men drunk, 


it 
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it was worſe, for it made them 
nearly mad. 

I was to pleaſed with theſe people, 
that I came over to them every other 
day, and ſome of-our men lay on 
thoie, under a fail pitched for a 
tent; and they were 1o tate, that at 
laſt they kept no watch, for the 
poor people neither thought any 
harm, or did any; and we never 
gave them the leaſt occaſion to ap- 
prehend any thing from us, at leaſt, 
not till our men fired the gun, and 
that only let them know we were 
able to hurt them, without giving 
them the leaſt ſuſpicion that we in- 
tended it; on the contrary, one of 
our men played an odd prank with 
a child, and fully ſatisfied them that 
we would do them no harm. This 
man having ſeen one of their chil- 
dren, a little laughing ſpeechleſs 
creature, of about two years old; 
the mother having gone from it a 
little way, on ſome particular oc- 


caſion, the fellow took it and led 


it 
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it home to the tent, and kept it 
there all night. 

The next morning, he dreſſed 
it up with beads and jewels won- 
derous fine, a necklace about its 
neck, and bracelets of beads about 
its wriſts, and ſeveral ſtrings of beads 
wrapped up and tied in its hair, 
having fed it and laid it to ſleep, 
and made much of it, 

In this figure, he carried it u 
in his arms to the Indian's hut 
where he had found it, and where 
there had been a lamentable out- 
cry for the child all the night, the 
mother crying and raiſing her neigh- 
bours, and in a moſt ſtrange con- 
cern. h | 

But when ſome of the women, her 
neighbours, ſaw the child brought 
back, there was a contrary extreme of 
joy ; and the mother of it being 
fetched, ſhe fell a jumping and 
dancing to fee her child, but alſo 
making ſo many odd geſtures, as 
that our men could not well know 
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for a while, whether ſhe was pleaſed 
or not: The reaſon it ſeems, was, 
ſhe did not know whether to hope 
or fear, for ſhe did not know whe. 
ther the man would give back her 
child or take it away again. 

But when the man who had the 
child in his arms, had been told 
by ſigns, that this was the mother, 
he beckoned to have her come to 
him, and ſhe came, but trembling 
for fear. Then he took the child, 
and kiſſing it two or three times, 
gave it her into her arms. But it 
is impoſhble to expreſs by words, 
the agony the = woman was in; 
ſhe took "the C and holding it 
in her arms, fixed her eyes upon it 
without motion, or as it were, 
without life for a good while; then 
ſhe took it and embraced it in the 
molt paſſionate manner imaginable : 
When this was over, ſhe fell a cry- 
ing ſo vehemently, till ſhe ſobbed; 
and all this while ſpoke not one 
word: When the crying had given 


ſufficient 
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ſufficient vent to her paſſion, then 
ſhe fell a dancing and making a 
{ſtrange odd noiſe, that cannot be 
deſcribed, and at laſt, ſhe left the 
child and came back to the place 
where our men were, and to the 
man that brought her child, and as 
ſoon as ſhe came up to him, ſhe fell 
flat on the ground, as I have deſ- 
cribed above, the queen and her 
women did, and up again imme- 
diately ; and thus ſhe did three 
times, which it ſeems, was her 
acknowledgement to him for bring 
ing it back. 

The next day, for her gratitude 
did not end here, ſhe came down 
to our tent, and brought with her 
two ſheep with a great back bur- 
then of roots of the kind, which 
I ſaid, the natives ſteep in the 
water; and ſeveral fruits of the 
country, as much as two men who 
came with her could carry; and 
theſe the gave all to the man who 
had brought back her child. Our 

men 
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men were ſo moved, at the affeR;.. 
onate carriage of this poor woman 
to her infant, that they told me it 
brought tears from their eyes. 
The man who received the pre- 
ſent, took the woman and dreſſed 
her up almoſt as fine as he had 
done the child, and ſhe went home 
like a kind of a queen among them. 

We obſerved while we ſtayed here, 
that this was a moſt incomparable 
ſoil, that the earth was a fat loomy 
mould, that the herbage was ſtrong, 
that the graſs in ſome places was 
very flouriſhing and good, being as 
high as our mid-thigh ; and that 
the air was neither very hot, nor as 
we believed very cold. We made 
an experiment of the fruitfulneſs 
of the ſoil, for we took ſome white 
peaſe, and digging the ground up 
with a ſpade, we ſowed ſome, and 
before we went away, we ſaw them 
come out of the ground again, which 
was in about nine days. 


We 
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We made ſigns to the people, 
that they ſhould let them grow, 
and that if they gathered them, 
they were good to eat: We alſo 
ſowed ſome Engliſh wheat, and let 
them know, as well as we could; 
what the uſe of them both was. But 
I make no doubt, but they have been 
better acquainted with both by this 
time, by - an occaſion which fol- 
lowed. 

Our men were ſo fond of this 
place, and fo pleafed with the tem- 
per of the people, the fruitfulneſs 
of the ſoil, and agreeableneſs of 
the climate; that about twenty of 
them offered me, if I would give 
them my word to come apain, or 
ſend to them to relieve and ſupply 
them with neceſſaries, they would 
go on ſhore and begin a colony, 
and hve all their days there. Nay, 
after this, their number came up 
to three and thirty; or they offer- 
ed, that if I would give them the 
ſloop, and leave them a quantity of 
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goods, eſpecially of ſuch toys as 
they knew would oblige the peo. 
ple to uſe them well, they would 
ſtay at all hazards, not doubting, as 
they told me, but they ſhould come 
to England again at laſt, wi.h the 
floop tull of gold. 

] was not very willing to encou- 
rage either of theſe propofals, be- 
cauſe, as I told them, I might per- 
haps find a place as fit to ſettle a 
colony in before we came home, 
which was not at ſuch an exceſſive 
diſtance from England, ſo that it 
was ſcarce poſſible ever to relieve 
them. This ſatisfied them pretty 
well, and they were content to give 
over the project; and yet, at laſt, 
which was more prepoſterous than 
all the reſt, five of our men and a 
boy ran away from us and went on 
ſhore, and what ſort of life they 
led, or how they managed, we 
could not tell, for they were too 
far off us to enquire after them 
again : They took a ſmall yaul with 
them, 
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them, and it ſeems had furniſhed 
themſelves privately with ſome ne- 
ceſſary things, eſpecially tools, a 
grind-ſtone, a barrel of powder, 
ſome peaſe, ſome wheat, and ſome 
barley ; ſo that it ſeems, they are 
reſolved to plant there. I confeſs 
] pitied them, and when I had 
ſearched for them, and could not 
find them, I cauſed a letter to be 
written to them, and fixed it upon 
a poſt, at the place where our ſhi 
careened; and another letter on the 
South tide, to tell them that in ſuch 
a certain place, I had left other 
neceſiaries for them, which I did, 
made up in a large caſe of boards 
or planks, and covered with boards 
like a ſhed. 

Here I left them hammocks 
for lodging ; all forts of tools for 
building them a houſe, ſpades, ſho- 
vels, pick-axes, an axe, and two ſaws; 
with clothes, ſhoes, ſtockings, hats, 
thirts; and in a word, every thing 
that I could think of for their uſe; 
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and a large box of toys, beads, 
&c. to invite the natives to trade 
with them. 

One of our men whom they had 
made privy to their deſign, but made 
him promiſe not to reveal it until 
they were gone, had told them, 
that he would perſuade me if he 
could, to leave them a farther ſup- 
ply; and bade them come to the 
place after the ſhips were gone; 
and that they thould find directions 
left for them on a piece of a board, 
or a letter from him ſet up upon a 
poſt. Thus they were well fur- 
niſhed with all things for immedi- 
ate living. 

I make no doubt, but they came 
to find theſe things, and fince they 
had a mind to make trial of a wild 
retired life, they might ſhift very 
well. Nor would they want any 
thing but Engliſh women, to raiſe 
a new nation of Engliſh people, 
in a part of the world, that belongs 
neither to Europe, Aſia, Africa, or 
America, 
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America. I alſo left them every 
man another gun, a cutlaſs, and a 
horn for powder; and I left two 
barrels of fine powder, and two 
pigs of lead for ſhot, in another 
cheſt by itſelf. 

I doubt not, but the natives will 
beſtow wives upon them, but what 
fort of a poſterity they will make, 
cannot foreſee ; for I do not find 
by enquiry, that the fellows had 
any great ſtore of knowledge or 
religion in them, being all Mada- 
gaſcar men, as we called them; 
that is to fay, pirates and rogues ; 
ſo that for aught I know, there 
may be a generation of Engliſh 
heathens in an age or two more ; 
though I left them five bibles, and 
fix or ſeven prayer books, and good 
books of ſeveral forts, that they 
might not want inſtruction, if they 
thought fit to make uſe of it for 
themſelves or their progeny. 

It is true, this 1s a country that 
is moſt remote from us, of any in 
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the yet diſcovered world, and con- 
ſequently, it would be ſuggeſted as 
unprofitable to our commerce; but 
I have ſomething to alledge in its 
deience, which will prove it to be 
infinitely more advantageous to 
England, than any of our Eaft In- 
dia trade can be, or than can be 
pretended for it. The reaſon 1s 
plain in a few words: Our Eaſt In- 
dia trade is all carried on, or moſt 
p_ of it, by an exportation of 

ullion in ſpecie ; and a return of 
foreign manufactures or produce; 
and moſt of theſe manufactures alſo, 
either trifling and unneceſſary in 
themſelves; or ſuch as are injuri- 
ous to our own manufactures. The 
ſolid goods brought from India, 
which may be ſaid to be neceſ- 
fary to us, and worth ſending our 
money for, are but few; for ex- 
ample, 


I. The returns, which I reckon 
trifling and unneceſſary, are ſuch as 
China 
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China ware, coffee, tea, japan work, 
pictures, fans, ſkreens, &c. 

II. The returns that are injurious 
to our manufactures, or growth of 
our own country, are printed cal- 
licoes, chintz, wrought filks, ſtuffs 
of herba and barks, block-tin, ſu- 
gar, cotton, arrack, copper, and 
indico, 

III. The neceflary or uſeful things 
are pepper, ſalt petre, dying woods 
and dying earths, drugs, lacks, 
ſuch as ſhel-lack, ſtick lack, &c. 
diamonds, ſome pearl, and raw ſilk. 


For all theſe we carry nothing or 
very little but money; the innu- 
merable nations of the Indies, Chi- 
na, &c. deſpiſing our manufactures, 
and fiiling us with their own. 

On the contrary, the people in the 
Southern unknown countries, being 
firſt of all very numerous, and liv- 
ing in a temperate climate, which 
requires clothing, and having no 
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manufactures, or materials for ma- 
nufactures of their own, would con- 
tequently take off a very great quan- 
tity of Engliſh woollen- manufac- 
tures, eſpecially when civilized by 
our dwelling among them, and 
taught the manner of clothing 


themſelves for their eaſe and con- 


venience; and in return for theſe 


manufactures, it 1s evident we ſhould 
have gold in ſpecie, and perheps 
{pices ; the beſt merchandiſe and 
return in the world. 

I need ſay no more to excite 1 
venturous heads to ſearch out a 
country, by which ſuch an im- 
rovement might be made, and 
which would be ſuch an increaſe 
of, or addition to the wealth and 


commerce of our country. 


Nor can it be objected here, that 
this nook of the country may not 
eaſily be found by any one but by 
us, who have been there before, 
and perhaps not by us again ex- 
actly; for not to enter into our * 
na 
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nal of obſervations for their diree- 
tion, I lay it down as a foundation, 
that whoever failing over the South 
Seas, keeps a ſtated diſtance from 
the tropick to the latitude of fifty- 
ſix to ſixty degrees, and ſteers Eaſt- 
ward towards the ſtraits of Mage]- 
lan, ſhall never fail to diſcover new 
worlds, new nations, and new inex- 
hauſtible funds of wealth and com- 
merce, ſuch as never were yet known 
to the merchants of Europe. 

This is the true ocean called the 
South Sea; that part which we cor- 
ruptly call ſo, can be ſo in no geo- 
graphical account, or by any rule 
but by the mere impoſition of cuſ- 
tom, it being only originally called 
ſo, becauſe they that failed to it, 
were obliged to go round the ſouth - 
ernmoſt part of America to come 
into it; whereas it ought indeed to 
be called the Weſt Sea, as it lies 
on the Weſt ſide of America, and 
waſhes the Weſtern ſhore of that 
great continent for near eight thou- 
D 5 ſand 
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ſand miles in length; to wit, from 
fifty- ſix degrees South of the line, 
to ſeventy degrees North; and how 
much farther, we know not: on 
this account, I think it ought to 
be called the American Ocean, ra- 
ther than with ſuch impropriety 
the South Sea. 

But this part of the world where 
we were, may rightly be called the 
South Sea, by way of diſtinction, 
as it extends from India, round the 
globe, to India again ; and lies all 
South of the line (even for aught 
we know) to the very South pole, 
and which, except ſome interpoſi- 
tion of land, whether iſlands or con- 
tinent, really ſurrounds the South 
pole. 

We were now in the very center 
or middle of this South Sea, being, 
as I have faid, in the latitude of 
thirty-four degrees twenty minutes; 
but having had ſuch good ſucceſs 
in our enquiry, or ſearch after new 
continents, I reſolved to ſteer to the 
South 
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South and South Eaſt, as far as till 
we ſhould be interrupted by land 
or ice, determining to ſearch this 
unknown part of the globe, as far 
as Nature would permit, that I 
might be able to give ſome account 
to my employers, and ſome light to 
other people that might come that 
way, whether by accident or by de- 
ſign. 

We had ſpent fix and twenty days 
in this place, as well in repairing 
our brigantine and careening, and 
triming our ſhip; we had not been 
ſo long, but that we did not reſolve 
to careen our ſhips, till we had 
{ſpent ten days about the brigan- 
tine, and then we found more work 
to do to the ſheathing of the Ma- 
dagaſcar ſhip than we expected. 

We ſtored ourſelves here with 
freſh proviſions and water, but got 
nothing that we could properly call 
a ſtore, except the fleſh of about 
thirty deer, which we dryed in the 
ſun, and which proved indifferently 
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good afterward, but not extranrdi- 
nary. 

We ſailed again the fix and twen- 
tieth day after we came in, havin 
a fair wind at North and North 
North Weſt, and a freſh gale, which 
held us five days without intermiſ- 
fion ; in which time, running away 
South and South South Eaſt, we 
reached the former latitude, where 
we had been; and meeting with 
nothing remarkable, we ſteered a 
little farther to the Eaftward ; but 
keeping a Southerly courſe ſtill, till 
we came into the latitude of forty- 
one, and then going due Eaſt, with 
the wind at North and by Weſt, 
we reckoned our meridian diſtance 
from the Ladrones, to be fifty de- 

rees and a half, 

In all this run we ſaw no land, 
ſo we halled two points more ſouth- 
erty, and went on for ſix or ſeven 
days more; when one of our men 
on the round top, cryed Land! It 
was a clear fine morning, and the 


land 
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land he eſpyed being very high, it 
was found to be fixteen leagues diſ- 
tance ; and the wind ſlackening, we 
could not get in that night, ſo we 
lay by till morning; when bein 
fair with the land, we hoiſted our 
boat to go and ſound the ſhore, as 
uſual. The men rowed in cloſe 
with the ſhore, and found a little 
cove, where there was good riding, 
but very deep water, being no leſs 
than fixty fathoms within cable's 
length of the ſhore. 

We went in however, and after 
we were moored, ſent our boat on 
ſhore to look for water, and what 
elſe the country afforded. Our men. 
found water, and a good fort of 
country, but ſaw no inhabitants; 
and upon coaſting a little both ways 
on the ſhore, they found it to be 
an iſland, and without people; but 
ſaid, that about three leagues off to 
the Southward, there ſeemed to be 
a Terra Firma, or continent of 

land ; 
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land ; where, it was more likely, 
we ſhould make ſome diſcovery. 
The next day we filled water a- 
gain, and ſhot ſome ducks, and the 
day after weighed, and ſtood over 
for the main, as we thought it to 
be; here uſing the ſame caution as 
we always had done, viz. of ſound- 
ing the coaſt, we found a bold ſhore 
and very good anchor hold, in ſix 
and twenty to thirty fathoms. 
When we came on ſhore, we 
found people, but of a quite dif- 
ferent condition from thoſe we had 
met with before, being wild, furi- 
ous, and untractable; ſurprized at 
the fight of us, but not intimida- 
ted ; preparing for battle, not for 
trade; and no ſooner were we on 
ſhore but they ſaluted us with their 
bows and arrows, We made fig- 
nals of truce to them, but they did 
not underſtand us; and we knew 
not what to offer them more, but 
the muzzles of our muſquets ; for 


we were reſolved to ſee what fort 
of 
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of folks they were, either by fair 
means or foul, 

The firſt time, therefore, that 
they ſhot at our men with their 
bows and arrows, we returned the 
ſalute with our muſquet-ball, and 
killed two of their foremoſt archers. 
We could eaſily perceive that the 
noiſe of our pieces terrified them; 
and the two men being killed, they 
knew not how, or with what, per- 
fectly aſtoniſhed them; ſo that they 
ran, as it were, clean out of the 
country; that is to ſay, clean out 
of our reach, for we could never ſet 
our eyes upon any of them after it. 
We coaſted this place alſo, accord- 
ing to our uſual cuſtoms; and to 
our great ſurprize, found it was an 
iſland too, though a large one; and 
that the main land lay ſtill more to 
the Southward, about fix leagues 
diſtance ; ſo we reſolved to look out 
farther, and accordingly ſet fail the 
next day, and anchored under the 
ſhore of this laſt land, which 

we 
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we were perſuaded was really the 
main 

We went on ſhore here peacea- 
bly, for we neither ſaw any people, 
or the appearance of any; but a 
charming pleaſant valley, of about 
ten or eleven miles long, and five 
or {ix miles broad; and then 1t was 
ſurrounded with mountains, which 
reached the full length; running 
parallel with the valley, and cloſing 
it in to the ſea at both ends; ſo 
that it was a natural park ; having 
the ſea on the North fide, and the 
mountains in a ſemi-circle round 
all the reſt of it. Theſe hills were 
ſo high, and the ways ſo untrod 
and ſo ſteep, that our men, who 
were curious enough to have climb- 
ed up to the top cf them, could 
find no way that was practicable to 
get up; and after two or three at- 
tempts gave it over. 

In this vale we found abundance 
of deer, and abundance of the ſame 
kind of ſheep which I mentioned 
lately. 
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as we had occaſion for; and finding 
nothing here worth our ſtaying 
any longer for, except that we ſaw 
jomething like wild rice growing 
here, we weighed after three days, 
and ſtood away ſtill to the South. 

We had not ſailed above two 
days with little wind, and an eaſy 
{ail, but we perceived this alſo was 
an iſland, though it muſt be a large 
one; for by our account, we failed 
near a hundred and fifty miles a- 
long the ſhore of it ; and we found 
the South part, a flat pleaſant coun- 
try enough; and our men ſaid they 
ſaw people upon it, on the South 
fide; but we went not on ſhore 
there any more. 

Steering due South from hence 
in queſt of the main land, we went 
on eleven days more, and ſaw no- 
thing fignificant ; and upon a fair 
obſer vation, I found we were in the 
latitude of ſeven and forty degrees 
and eight minutes South; then [I 

altered 
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altered my courſe a little to the 
Eaſtward, finding no land, and the 
weather very coid, and going on 
with a freſh gale at South South 
Welt for four days, we made land 
again ; but it was now to the Faſt 
North Eaſt, fo that we were got- 
ten, as we may fay, beyond it. 

We fell in with this land in the 
evening, ſo that it was not perceiv- 
ed till we were within half a league 
of it, which very much alarmed 
us; the land being low, and hav- 
ing found our error, we brought 
too, and ſtood off and on till morn- 
ing, when we ſaw the ſhore lie, as 
it were, under our larboard- bow, 
within a mile and a quarter dif. 
tance; the land low, but the ſea 
deep and ſoft ground. We came 
to an anchor immediately, and ſent 
our ſhallops to ſound the ſhore, 
and the men found very good riding 
in a little bay, under the ſhelter of 
two points of land, one of which 
made a kind of hook, under which 

we 
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we lay ſecure from all winds that 
could blow, in ſeventeen fathoms 
good ground. Here we had a good 
obſervation, and found ourſelves 
in the latitude of fifty degrees 
twenty-one minutes. Our next 
work was to find water, and our 
boats going on ſhore, found plenty 
of good water, and ſome cattle ; 
but told us they could give no ac- 
count what the cattle were, or 
what they were like, In ſearching 
the coaſt, we ſoon found this was 
an iſland alſo, about eleven leagues 
in length from North Weſt to South 
Eaſt, what breadth we could not 
tell. Our men alſo, ſaw ſome ſigns 
of inhabitants; the next day ſix 
men appeared at a diſtance, but 
would take notice of no ſignals, 
and fled as ſoon as our men ad- 
vanced. Our people went up to 
the place where they lay, and found 
they had made a fire of ſome dry 
wood ; that they had laid there, as 
they ſuppoſed all night, though 

without 
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without covering. They found 
two pieces of old ragged ſkins of 
deer, which looked as if worn out 
by ſome that had uſed them for 
cloathing, and one piece of a ſkin 
of ſome other creature which had 
been rolled up into a cap for the 
head; alſo, a couple of arrows of 
about four feet long, very thick, 
and made of a hard and heavy 
wood ; ſo they muſt have very 
large and ſtrong bows to ſhoot ſuch 
arrows, and conſequently muſt he 

men of an uncommon ſtrength. 
Our men wandered about the 
country three or four days, with 
leſs caution than the nature of their 
ſituation required; for they were 
not among a people of an innocent 
inoffenſive temper here, as before, 
but among a wild, untractable na- 
tion, that perhaps had never ſeen 
creatures in their own likeneſs be- 
fore, and had no thought of them- 
ſelves but of being killed and de- 
ſtroyed, and conſequently had no 
thought 
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as of enemies, whom they muſt 
either deſtroy, if they were able, or 
eſcape from them if they were not. 
However, we got no harm, neither 
would the natives ever appear, to. 
accept any kindneſles from us. 

We had no buſineſs here, after 
we found what ſort of people they 
were who inhabited this place: ſo, 
as ſoon as we had taken in freſh 
water, and catched ſome fiſh, of 
which we found good ſtore, in the 
bay or harbour where we rode, we 
prepared to be gone. — Here we 
found the firſt oyſters that we ſaw 
any where in the South Seas; and 
as our men found them but the da 
before we were to fail, they made 
great intreaty to me, to let them 
ſtay one day to get a quantity on 
board, they being very refreſhing, 
as well as nouriſhing to our men. 

But I was more eaſily prevailed 
with to ſtay, when Captain Mer- 
lotte brought me out of one oyſter 


that 
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that he happened to open, a true 


Oriental pearl, fo large and fo fine, 


that I fold it, ſince my return, for 
three and fifty pounds. 

After taking this oyſter, I order. 
ed all our boats out a dredging ; and 
in two days time ſo great a quan- 
tity there was, that our men had 
taken above fifty buſhels, moſt of 
them very large. But we were ſur- 
prized and diſappointed, when, at 
the opening all thoſe oyſters, we 
found not one pearl, ſmall or great, 


of any kind whatever; ſo we con- 


cluded, that the other was a lucky 
hit only, and that perhaps there 
might not be any more of that kind 
in theſe ſeas. 

While we were muling on the 
oddneſs of this accident, the boat- 
ſwain of the Madagaſcar ſhip, whoſe 
boat's crew had brought in the great 
oyſter in which the pearl was found, 
and who had been examining the 
matter, came and told me, that it 
was true that their boat had brought 

in 
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in the oyſter, and that it was before 
they went out a dredging in the of- 
fing, but that their boat took theſe 
oyſters on the Welt {ide of the iſ- 
land, where they had been ſhoar- 
ing, as they called it; that is to 
ſay, coaſting along the ſhore, to ſee 
if they could find any thing worth 
their labour; but that afterwards 
the boats went a dredging in the | 
mouth of the bay where we rode ; 
and where finding good ſtore of | 
oyiters, they had gone no farther, 

Upon this intelligence we order- 
ed all hands to dredging again, on 
the Welt fide of the iſland. This 
was in a narrow Channel, between 
this ifland and a little cluſter of 
iſlands, which we found together 
extended Welt; the channel where 
our men fiſhed might be about a 
league over, ſomething better, and 
the water about five to ſeven fa- 
thom deep. 

They came home well tired, and 
u pleaſed, having taken nothing 


near 
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near ſo many oyſters as before. But 
I was much better pleaſed, when 
in opening them, we found a hun. 
dred and fifty eight pearls, of the 
moſt perfect colour, and of extra- 
ordinary ſhape and ſize ; beſides 
double the number of a lets ſize, 
and irregular ſhape. 

This quickened our diligence, 
and encouraged our men ; for I 
promiſed the men two pieces of 
eight to each man above his pay, if 
I got any conſiderable quantity of 
pearl. Upon this they ſpread them- 
{elves among the iſlands, and fiſhed 
for a whole week ; and I got ſuch 
a quantity of pearl, as made it very 
well worth our while ; and beſides 
that, I had reaſon to believe, the 
men, at leaſt the officers who went 
with them, concealed a conſiderable 
quantity among themſelves ; which, 
however, I did not think fit to en- 
quire very ſtrictly after at that time. 

Had we been nearer home, and 
not at ſo very great an expence as 

three 
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three ſhips, and ſo many men at 
victuals and wages; or had we been 
where we might have left one of 
our veſſels to fiſh, and have come 
to them again, we would not have 
given it over while there had been 
an oyſter left in the ſea; or at leaſt, 
that we could come at: But as 
things ſtood, I reſolved to give it 
over, and put to ſea. 

But when I was juſt giving or- 
ders, Captain Merlotte came to me 
and told me, that all the officers in 
the three ſhips had joined together 
to make an humble petition to me; 
which was, that I would give them 
one day to fiſh for themſelves ; that 
the men had promiſed, that if I 
would conſent, they would work 


for them gratis ; and likewiſe, if 


they gained any thing conſiderable, 
they would account for as much 
out of their wages, as ſhould de- 
tray the ſhips expence, victuals and 
wages, for the day. 


This was ſo ſmall a requeſt, that. 


Vor. II. E I readily 
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I readily conſented to it ; and told 
them, I would give them three 
days, provided they were willing 
to give the men a largeſs, as I had 
done, in proportion to their gain. 
This they agreed to, and to work 
they went ; but whether it was that 
the fellows worked with a better 
will, or that the officers gave them 
more liquor, or that they found a 
new bank of oyſters, which had 
not been found out before; but ſo 
it was, that the officers got as ma- 
ny pearls, and ſome of extraordi- 
nary ſize and beauty, as they after- 
wards fold when they came to Pe- 
ru, for three thouſand two hundred 

and ſeventcen pieces of eight. 
When they had done this, I told 
them it was but right, that as they 
had made ſo good a purcheſe for 
themſelves by the labour of the 
men, the men ſhould have the con- 
ſideration which I had propoſed to 
them. But now I would make a- 
nother condition with them, that 
We 
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we would ſtay three days more, and 
whatever was caught in theſe three 
days, ſhould be ſhared among the 
men at the firſt port we came at, 
where they could be fold; that the 
men who had now been out fo 
long, might have ſomething to buy 
clothes and liquors, without antt- 
cipating their wages: But then I 
made a condition with the men too, 
viz, that whatever was taken, they 
ſhould depoſit it in my hands, and 
with the joint truſt of three men 
of their own chooſing, one out of 
each ſhip, and that we would fell 
the pearl, and I ſhould divide the 
money among them equally, that 
ſo there might be no quarrelling or 
diſcontent, and that none of them 
ſhould play any part of it away : 
Theſe engagements they all came 
willingly into, and away they 
went a dredging, relieving one an- 
other punctually : ſo that in the 
whole three days, every man work-. 

E 2 | ed 
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ed an equal ſhare of hours with the 
reſt. 

But the poor men had not fo 
good luck for themſclves, as they 
had for their officers. However, 
they got a conſiderable quantity, 
and ſome very fine ones; among 
the reſt they had two, in the exact 
ſhape of a pear, and very exactly 
matched; and theſe they would 
needs make me a preſent of, be- 
cauſe I had been ſo kind to them, 
to make the propoſal for them: 
I would have paid for them two 
hundred pieces of eight, but One 
and all, they would not be paid; 
and would certainly have been very 
much troubled, if I had not ac- 
cepted of them ; and yet the ſuc- 
ceſs of the men was not ſo ſmall}, 
but joined with the two pieces of 
eight a man, which Iallowed them 
on the ſhips account, and the like 
allowance the officers made them, 
and the produce of their own pur- 
chaſe they divided afterwards, a- 
bout 
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bout fifteen pieces of eight a man, 
which was a great encouragement 
to them. 

Thus we ſpent in the whole, 
near three weeks here, and called 
theſe the Pearl Iflands, though we 
had given no names to any of the 
places before. We were the more 
ſurprized with this unexpected boo- 


ty, becauſe we all thought it very 
unuſual to find pearl of ſo excel- 


lent a kind in ſuch a latitude as 
that of forty-nine to fifty ; but it 
ſeems there are riches yet unknown 
in thoſe parts of the world, where 
they have never been yet expected; 
and I have been told, by thoſe who 
pretend to give a reaſon for it, that 
it there was any land directly 
under the poles, either South or 
North, there would be found gold 
of a fineneſs more than double to 
any that was ever yet found in the 
world: And this is the reaſon they 
ſay, why the magnetick influence 
directs to the poles, that being the 

E 3 center 
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center of the moſt pure metals; and 
why the needle touched with the 
lcad-itone or magnet, always points 
to the North or youth pole. But ! 
do not recommend this as a cer- 
tainty, becaule it is evident, no de- 
monſtration could ever be arrived 
at, nor could any creature reach to 
that particular ſpot of land under 
the pole, if ſuch there ſhould be, 
thoſe lands being ſurrounded with 
mountains of ſnow, and frozen 
ſeas which never thaw, and are ut- 
terly impaſſible, either for ſhips or 
men. 

But to return to our voyage, 
having thus ſpent as 1 have ſaid, 
three weeks on this unexpected ex- 
pedition ; we ſet fail, and as I was 
almoſt ſatisfied with the diſcoveries 
we had made, I was for bending 
my courſe due Eaſt, and ſo directly 
tor the ſouth part of America; but 
the winds now blowing freſh from 
the North Weſt, and good weather, 
1 took the occaſion as a favourablz 

ſummons, 
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ſummons, to keep ſtill on Southing 
as well as Eaſt, till we came into 
the latitude of fiafty-fix; when our 
men who had been all along, a 
warm weather voyage, began to be 
pinched very much with the cold, 
and particularly complained, that 
they had not clothes ſufficient for 
It. 

But they were brought to be con- 
tent by force; for the wind con- 
tinuing at North and North North 
Weſt, and blowing very hard, we 
were obliged to keep on our courſe 
farther South indeed, than I ever 
intended; and one of the men ſwore 
we ſhould be driven to the South 
pole ; indeed we rather ran afore it, 
than kept our courſe; and in this 
run, we ſuffered the extremeſt 
cold, though a Northerly wind in 
thoſe latitudes is the warm wind, 
as a Southerly is here; but it was 
attended with rain and ſnow, and 
both freezing violently. Atlength 
one of our men cried out land, and: 
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our men began to rejoice; but 1 
was quite of a differing opinion, 
and my fears were but too juſt; tor 
as ſoon as ever he cried land, and 
that I aſked him in what quarter, 
2nd he anſwered due South which 
was almoſt right a-head, I gave or- 
ders to wear the ſhip, and put her 
about immediately; not doubting, 
but inſtead of land, I ſhould find it 
a mountain of ice, and ſo it was; 
and it was happy for us that we 
had a ftout ſhip under us, for it 
blew a fret of wind. However, 
the ſhip came very well about, 
though when ſhe filled again, we 
found the ice not half a league diſ- 
tance under our ſtern. 

As J happened to be the head- 
moſt ſhip, I fired two guns to give 
notice to our other veſſels, for that 
was our ſignal to come about, but 
that which was very uneaſy to me, 
the weather was hazy, and they 
were both out of ſight; which was 
the firſt time that we loſt one ano- 


ther 
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ther in thoſe ſeas: However, being 
both to windward, and within hear- 
ing of my guns, they took the 
warning, and came about with 
more leiſure, and leis hazard than 
I had done. 

I ſtood away now to the Eaſtward, 
firing guns continually, that they 
might know which way to follow ; 
and they anſwered me duly, to let 
me know that they heard me. 

It was our good fortune allo, that 
it was day when we were ſo near 
running into this danger. In the 
afternoon the wind abated, and the 
weather cleared up: We then cal- 
ted a council, and reſolved to go 
no farther South being then in the 
latitude of fixty-ſeven South, which 
I ſuppoſe, is the fartheſt Southern 
latitude that any European ſhip ever 
ſaw in thoſe ſeas. 

That night it froze extremely 
hard, and the wind veering to the 
South Weſt it was the ſevereſt cold 
that ever I felt in my life; a barrel 
| E 5 or 
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Or Caſk of water, which ſtood on 


the deck, froze intirely in one 
night, into one lamp, and our 
cooper, knocking off the hoops 
from the caſk, took it to pieces, 
and the barrel of ice ſtood by itſelf, 
in the true ſhipe of the veſſel it had 
been in. This wind was however 
favourable to our dehverance, for 
we ſtood away now North Eaſt 
and North Eaſt by North making 
freſh way with a fair wind, 

We made no more land, till we 
came into the latitude of ſixty-two, 
when we ſaw ſome iſlands at a great 
diſtance, on both fides of us; we 
believed them to be iſlands, becauſe 
we ſaw many of them, with large 
openings between, But we were 
all fo willing to get into a warmer 
climate, that we did not incline to 
put in any where, till having run 
thus fifteen days, and the wind {till 
holding Southerly with ſmall alte- 
ration and clear weather, we could 
eaſily perceive the climate to — 
$9 B an 
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and the weather grow milder. And 
here taking an obſervation, I found 
we were 1n the latitude of fifty and 
a half, and that our meridian diſ- 
tance from the Ladrones Weſt, was 
eighty-ſeven degrees, being almoſt 
one ſemi-diameter of the globe, ſo 
that we could not be far from the 
coaſt of America, which was my. 
next deſign, and indeed, the chief 
deſign of the whole voyage. 

On this expectation, I changed 
my courſe a little, and went away. 
North by Eaſt till by an obſerva- 
tion, I found myſelf in forty-ſeven 
degrees ſeven minutes, and then 
ſtanding away Eaſt, for about eleven 
days more, we made the tops of 
the Andes the great mountains of 
Chili in South America to-our great 
joy and ſatisfaction, though at a 
very great diſtance, 

We tound our diſtance from the 
ſhore, not leſs than twenty leagues, 
the mountains being ſo very high; 
and our next buſineſs was to con- 
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nder, what part of the Andes it 
muſt be, and to what port we 
thould direct ourſelves firſt. Upon 
the whole, we found we were too 
much to the South ſtill, and re- 
ſolved to make directly for the river 
or port of Valdivia, or Baldivia, as 
it 1s ſometimes called, in the lati- 
tude of forty degrees; ſo we ſtood 
away to the North. The next day 
this pacifick quiet ſea, as it is 
termed, ſhewed us a very frowning 
rough countenance, and proved the 
very extreme of a contrary diſpo- 
fition. For it blew a ſtorm of 
wind at Eaſt by South and drove 
us off the coaſt again, but it abated 
again for a day or two; and then 
for ſix days together, it blew ex- 
ceſſive hard, almoſt all at Eaſt; fo 


that I found no poſſibility of get- 


ting into the ſhore: And beſides, 
I found that the winds came off 
that mountainous country in ſquals; 
and that the nearer we came to the 
hills, the guſts were the more vio- 


lent: 
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lent: So I reſolved to run for the 
iſland of Juan Fernandes to refreſh 
ourſelves there until the weather 
was ſettled; and beſides we wanted 
freſh water very much, 

The little that the wind ftood 
Southerly helped me in this run, 
and we came in five days more fair 
with the iſland, to our great joy, 
and brought all our ſhips. to an 
anchor as near the watering place 
as is uſual, where we rode eaſy; 
though the wind continued to 
blow very hard; and being, I fay, 
now about the middle oz our voy- 
age, I ſhall break off my acconnt 
here, as of the firſt part of my 
work, and begin again at our de- 
parture from hence. 

It is true, we had got over much 
the greater run, as to length of 
way; but the moſt important part 
of our voyage was yet to come, 
and we had no inconſiderable length 
to run neither, for as we purpoſed 


to ſail North, the height of Pana- 
| 5 
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North and back again by Cape 
Horn, in the latitude of, perhaps, 
ſixty degrees South, and that we 
were now in forty degrees South; 
thoſe three added to the run, from 
Cape Horn home to England, made 
a prodigious length, as will. be 
ſeen by this following account; in 
which, alſo the meridian diſtances 
are not at all reckoned, though 
thoſe al ſo are very great. 


From Juan Fernandes to the 
line — — — 30 

| From the line to Panama 9 

| From Panama to Cape Horn, 

1 including the diſtance we 

j take in going round — 60. 

From Cape Horn to the line 

| again in the North ſeas 60 

From the line to England 51 


210 Des. 
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from this account, the diſ- 
tance from Lima to Panama, 
becauſe we did not go up to 
Panama, as we intended to do. 


By this account we had almoſt 
thirty degrees to run more than a 
diameter of the globe, beſides. our 
diſtance Weſt, where we then 
were, from the meridian of Eng- 
land, whither we were to go; 
which, if exactly calculated, is a- 
bove ſeventy degrees, take it from 
the iſland of Juan Fernandes. 

But to return a little to our ſtay 
in this place, for that belongs to 
this part of my account, and of 
which I muſt make a few ſhort ob- 
ſervations. 

It was ſcarce poſſible to reſtrain 
Engliſhmen, after ſo long beating 
the ſea, from going on ſhore, when 
they came to ſuch a place of re- 
frelhment as this; nor indeed was 
it reaſonable to reſtrain them, con- 
—_ how we all might be ſup- 

poſed 
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poſed to ſtand in need of refreſh- 
ment; and conſidering that here 
was no length of ground for the 
men to wander in, no liquors to 
come at to diſtract them with their 
exceſs; and, which was ſtill more, 
no women to diſorder or debauch 
them: We all knew their chief ex- 
erciſe would be hunting goats for 
their ſubſiſtence; and we knew al- 
ſo, that, however they wanted the 
benefit of freſh proviſion, they muſt 
work hard to catch it, before they 
could taſte the fweet of it. Upon 
theſe conſiderations, I ſay, our ſhips 
being well moored, and riding fate, 
we reſtrained none of them, except 
a proper number to take care of 
each ſhip; and thoſe were taken 
out by lot, and then had their turn 
alſo to go on ſhore ſome days at- 
terwards, and in the mean time, 
had both freſh water and freſh 
meat ſent them immediately, and 
that in ſufhcient quantity, to their 
ſatisfaction. As ſoon as we were 


On 
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on ſhore, and had looked about 
us, we began firſt with getting 
ſome freſh water, for we greatly 
wanted it; then carrying a ſmall 
caſk of arrack on ſhore, I made a 
quantity of it be put into a whole 
batt of water before I let our men 
drink a drop; ſo correCting a little 
the chilneſs of the water, becaule 
I knew they would drink an im- 
moderate quantity, and endanger 
their healths: And the effect an- 
ſwered my care; for thoſe who 
drank at the ſpring, where they 
took in the water, before I got 
this butt filled, and before the ar- 
rack was put into it, fell into 
ſwoonings and faint ſweats, having 
gorged themſelves too much with 
the cool water; and two or three, 
| thought, would have died; but 
our ſurgeons took ſuch care of them, 
that they recovered. 

While this was doing, others cut 
dawn branches of trees, and built 
us two large booths, and five or fix 

| ſmaller ; 
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ſmaller; and we made two tents 
with ſome old ſails: And thus we 
encamped, as if we had been to 
take up our dwelling, and intended 
to people the iſland. 

At the ſame time, others of our 
men began to look out for goats, 
for it may be believed, we all long- 
ed for a meal of freſh meat. They 
were a little too haſty at their work 
at nrit; for firing among the firſt 
goats they came at, when there 
were but a few men together, they 
frighted the creatures, and they 
ran all away into holes, and among 
the rocks and places where we 
could not find them: So that for 
that day they made little of it. 
However, ſending for more fire- 
men, they made a ſhift to bring 1n 
ſeventeen goats the ſame day; 
whereof we ſent five on board the 
ſhips, and feaſted with the reſt on 
ſhore. But the next day the men 
went to work in another manner, 
and with better conduct; for as = 
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had hands enough, and fire-arms 
enough, they ſpread themſelves ſo 
tar, that they, as it were, ſur- 
rounded the creatures; and fo driv- 
ing them out of their faſtneſſes and 
retreats, they had no occaſion to 
thoot, for the goats could not get 
from them, and they took them 
every where with their hands, ex- 
cept ſome of the old he-goats, 
which were ſo ſurly, that they 
would ſtand at bay, and riſe at 
them, and would not be taken; 
and theſe, as being old alſo, and as 
they thought, good for nothing, 
they let go. 

In ſhort, ſo many of our men 
went on ſhore, and theſe divided 
themſelves into ſo many little par- 
ties, and plyed their work fo hard, 
and had ſuch good luck, that I told 
them, it looked as if they had made 
a general maſlacre of the goats, ra- 
ther than a hunting. 

Our men alſo might be ſaid, not 
to tefreſh themſelves, but to feaſt 
. themſelves 
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themſelves here with freſh provi. 
ſions; for, though we ſtayed but 
thirteen days, yet we killed three 
hundred and ſeventy goats; and our 
men who were on board, were ver 

merrily employed, molt aſſuredly, 

tor they might be faid to do very 
little but roaſt and ſtew, and broil 
and fry from morning to night; it 
was indeed an exceeding good ſup- 

ply to them, for they had been 
extremely fatigued with the laſt 
part of their voyage, and had taſted 
of no freſh proviſions for ſix weeks 
before. 

This made them hunt the goats 
with the more eagerneſs; and in- 
deed, they ſurrounded them ſo dex- 
terouſly, and followed them ſo nim- 
bly, that, notwithſtanding the dif- 
ficulties of the rocks, yet the goats 
could hardly ever eſcape them. 
Here our men found alſo very good 
fiſh, and ſome few tortoiſes, or tur- 
tles, as the ſeamen call them; but 


they valued them not, when they 
had 
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had ſuch plenty of veniſon : Alſo 
they found ſome very good herbs 
in the iſland, which they boiled 
with the goats fleſh, and which 
made their broth very ſavoury and 
comfortable, and withal very heal- 
ing and good againſt the ſcurvy, 
which in thoſe climates Engliſh- 
men are very ſubject to. 

We were now come to the month 
of April 1715, having ſpent almoſt 
eight months in this trafficking 
wandering voyage, from Manilla 
hither. And whoever ſhall follow 
the ſame, or a like track, if ever 
ſuch a thing ſhall happen, will do 
well to make a year of it, and may 
| find it very well worth while. 

I doubt not, but there are man 
undiſcovered parts of land to the 
Weſt, and to the South alſo, of the 
firſt ſhore, of which I mentioned, 
that we ſtayed trafhcking for little 
bits of gold. And though it is 
true, that ſuch a traffick, as I have 
given an account of, is very ad- 

vyvoantageous 
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vantageous in itſelf, and worth 
while to look for ; eſpecially after 
having had a good market for an 
outwardbound Europeon cargo, ac- 
cording to the pattern of ours at 
the Phillipines; and which, by the 
way, they need not miſs ; I ſay, as 
this trade for gold would be well 


worth while, ſo had we gone the 


beſt way, and taken a courſe more 
to the South from Manilla, not 
going away Eaſt to the Ladrones, 
we ſhould certainly have fallen in 
with a country from the coaſt 
of New Guinea, where we might 
have found plenty of ſpices, as well 
as of gold. 

For why may we not be allowed 
to ſuppoſe, that the country on 
the ſame continent, and in the 
ſame latitude, ſhould produce the 
ſame growth? Eſpecially conſider- 
ing them ſituated, as it may be 


called, in the neighbourhood of one 


another. 
Had we then proceeded this way, 
no 
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no queſtion, but we might have 
fixed on ſome place for a ſettle- 
ment, either Engliſh or French; 
whence a correſpondence being eſ- 
tabliſhed with Europe, either by 
Cape Horn Eaſt, or the Cape De 
Bona Eſperance Welt, as we had 
thought fit; they might have found 
33 great a production of the nut- 
megs, and the cloves, as at Banda, 
and Ternate; or have made thoſe 
productions have been planted there 
tor the future, where, no doubt, 
they would grow and thrive as 
well, as they do now in the Mo- 
luccos. 

But we ſpun out too much time 
for the buſineſs we did; and tho' 
we might, as above, diſcover new 
places, and get very well too, yet 
we did nothing in compariſon of 
what we might be ſuppoſed to have 
done, had we made the diſcovery 
more our bufineſs. 

I cannot doubt alſo, but that 
when we ſtood away South, it was 
| too 
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too late; for had we ſtood into the 
latitude of ſixty - ſeven at firſt, as 
we did afterwards, I have good rea- 
ſon to believe, that thoſe iſlands, 
which we call the Moluccos, and 
which lie ſo thick, and for ſo great 
an extent, go on yet further, and 
it is ſcarce to be imagined, that 
they break off juſt with Gillotto. 

This I call a miſtake in me; 
namely, that I ſtood away Eaſt from 
the Phillipines to the Ladrones, 
before I had gone any length to 
the South, 

But to come to the courſe ſet 
down in this work, namely, South 
Eaſt and by Eaſt from the ſaid La- 
drones, the places I have taken no- 
tice of, as theſe, do not, in my 
opinion, appear to be inconſidera— 
ble, and of no value; ſo, had we 
ſearched farther into them, I doubt 
not but there are greater things to 
be diſcovered; and perhaps, a much 
greater extent of land alſo. For as 


1 have but juſt, as it were, de- 


ſcribed 
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ſcribed the ſhell, having made no 
ſearch after the kernel; it is more 
than probable, that, within the 
country, there might be greater 
diſcoveries made, of immenſe va- 
lue too. For even as I obſerved 
ſeveral times, whenever we found 
any people who had gold, and aſk- 
ed them, as well as by ſigns we 
could make them underſtand, they 
always pointed to the rivers, and 
the mountains, which lays farther 
up the country, and which we ne- 
ver made any diſcovery of, having 
little in our view but the getting 
what little ſhare of gold the poor 
people had about them. Whereas 
had we taken poſſeſſion of the place, 
and left a number of men ſufficient 
to ſupport themſelves, in making a 
farther ſearch, I cannot doubt but 
there muſt be a great deal of that, 
of which the unactive Indians had 
gotten but a little. 

Nor had we one ſkilful man a- 
Vor. II. F mong 
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mong us, to view the face of the 
earth, and ſee what treaſure of 
choice vegetables might be there. 
We had indeed ſix very good ſur- 
geons, and one of them, whom we 
took in among the Madagaſcar men, 
was a man of very great reading and 


judgment; but he acknowledged, 


he had no ſkill in botanicks, hay- 
ing never made it his ſtudy, 

But to ſay the truth, our Doc- 
tors themſelves (ſo we call the ſur- 
geons at fea) were ſo taken up in 
their traffick for gold, that they 
had no leiſure to think of any thing 
elſe. They did indeed pick up 
ſome ſhells, and ſome ſtrange fi- 
gured ſkeletons of fiſhes and ſmall 
beaſts, and other things, which 
they eſteemed as rarities; but they 
never went a ſimpling, as we call 
it, or to enquire what the earth 
brought forth that was rare, and 
not to be found any where elle. 

I think likewiſe it is worth ob- 
ſerving, 
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ſerving, how the people we met 
with, where, it is probable, no 
ſhips, much leſs European ſhips, 
had ever been, and where they had 
never converſed with enemies, or 
with nations accuſtomed to ſteal 
and plunder ; I fay, the people who 
lived thus, had no fire, no rage in 
their looks; no jealous fears of 
ſtrangers doing them harm, and 
conſequently no deſire to do harm 
to others. They had bows and ar- 
rows indeed, but it was rather to 
kill the deer and fowls and to pro- 
vide themſelves with food, than to 
offend their enemies ; for they had 

none. 
When therefore removing from 
thence, we came to other and dif- 
ferent nations, who were ravenous 
and miſchievous, treacherous and 
fierce, we concluded they had con- 
verſed with other nations, either 
by going to them, or their veſlels 
coming there, And to confirm me 
F 2 in 


ö 
| 


121 DE FOE'S VOYAGE 


in this opinion, I found theſe fierce 
falſe Indians had canoes and boats, 
tome of one kind and ſome of an. 
other; by which, perhaps, they 
converſed with the iſlands or other 
nations near them ; and that they 
alſo received ſhips and veſſels from 
other nations, by which they had 
{cveral occaſions to be upon their 
guard, and learned the treacherous 
and cruel part from others, which 
Nature gave them no ideas of be- 
fore. 

As the natives of theſe places 
were tractable and courteous, fo 
they would be made eaſily ſubſer- 
vient and aſſiſtant to any European 
nation that would come to make 
ſettlements among them, eſpecially 
if thoſe European nations treated 
them with humanity and courteſy; 
for I have made it a general obſer- 
vation concerning the natural diſ- 
poſition of all the ſavage nations 
that ever I met with, that if they 
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are once but really obliged, they 
will be always very faithful. 

But it is our people, I mean the 
Europeans, who, by breaking faith 
with them, teach them ingratitude, 
and inure them to treat their new 
comers With breach of faith, and 
with cruelty and barbarity. If you 
once win them by kindneſa, and 
doing them good, I mean at firit, 
before they are taught to be rogues 
by example, they will generally be 
honeſt, and be kind alſo to the ut- 
termoſt of their power. 

It is to be obſerved, that it has 
been the opinion of all the ſailors, 
who have navigated thoſe parts of 
the world, that farther South there 
are great tracks of undiſcovered 
land; and ſome have told us they 
have ſeen them, and have called 
them by ſuch and ſuch names, as 
particularly the Ifles of Solomon, 
of which yet, we can read of no- 
body that ever went on ſhore on 
them, or that could give any ac- 
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count of them ; except ſuch as are 
romantick, and not to be depended 
upon. 

But what has been the reaſon wh 
we have hitherto had nothing but 
gueſſes made at thoſe things, and 
that all that has been ſaid of ſuch 
lands, has been imperfect? The 
reaſon, if I may ſpeak my opinion, 
has been, becaule it is ſuch a pro- 
digious run from the coaſt of Ame- 
rica to the iſlands of the Ladrones, 
that the few people who have per- 
formed it, never durſt venture to go 
out of the way of the trade winds, 
leſt they ſhould not be able to ſub- 
{iſt for want of water and proviſi- 
ons; and this is particularly the 
caſe in the voyage from the coaſt of 
America only. 

Whereas, to go the way which 
I have marked out, had we ſeen a 
neceſſity, and that there was no 
land to be found to the South of 
the tropick, tor a ſupply of provi- 
ſions 
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tions and freſh water, it was evi- 
dent we could have gone back again 
from one place to another, and have 
been conſtantly ſupplied ; and this 
makes it certain alſo, that it cannot 
be reaſonably undertaken by a ſhip 
going from the Eaſt, I mean the 
coalt of America, to the Weſt: 
But from the Weſt, viz. the Spice 
Iſlands, to America Weſt, it may 
be adventured with eaſe, as I have 
ſhewn. 

It is true, that William Corne- 
lius Van Schouton and Francis la 
Mair, who firſt found the paſſage 
into the South Sea by Cape Horn, 
and not to paſs the ſtraits of Ma- 
gellan; I fay, they did keep to the 
ſouthward of the tropick, and pals 
in part, the fame way I have here 
given an account of, by as their 
journals, which I have by me at 
this time, is apparent. 

And it is as true alſo, that they 
did meet with many iſlands and un- 
known ſhores in thoſe ſeas, where 
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they got refreſhment, eſpecially freſh 
water : Perhaps ſome of the places 
were the ſame I have deſeribed in 
this voyage ; but why they never 
purſued that diſcovery, or marked 
thoſe iflands and places they got 
refreſhments at, ſo that others, 
in queſt of buſineſs, might have 
touched at them, and have reccived 
the hike benefit, that I can give 
no account of. 

I cannot help being of opinion, 
let our map makers place them 
where they will, that thoſe iſlands, 
where we ſo ſucceſsfully fiſhed 
tor oyſters, or rather for pear], are 
the fame which the ancient geo- 
graphers have called Solomon's 
Iſlands; and though they are ſo 
far South, the riches of them may 
not be the lets ; nor are they more 
out of the way. On the contrary, 
they lie directly in the track which 
our navigators would take, if they 
thought fit either to go or come 

between 


ROUND THE WORLD. 129 


between Europe and the Eaſt In- 
dies, ſeeing they that come about 
Cape Horn, ſeldom go leſs South 
than the latitude of fixty-three 
or ſixty-four degrees; and theſe 
iſlands, as I have ſaid, lie in the 
latitude of forty to forty-eight 
South, and extend themſelves near 
one hundred and ſixty leagues in 

breadth from North to South. 
Without doubt, thoſe iflands 
would make a very noble ſettle- 
ment, in order to victual and re- 
lieve the European merchants, in 
ſo long a run as they have to make; 
and when this trade came to be 
more frequented, the calling of 
thoſe ſhips there would enrich the 
Hands, as the Englith at St He- 
lena are enriched by the refreſhing 
which the Eaſt India ſhips find, 
that meet there. 
But to return to our preſent ſi— 
tuation, at Juan Fernandes; the 
refreſhment which our men found 
13 here, 
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here, greatly encouraged and reviv- 
ed them; and the broths and ſtew- 
ings which we made of the goats 
fleſh which we killed there, than 
which nothing could be whole. 
ſomer, reſtored all our ſick men; 
10 that we loſt but two men in our 
whole paſſage from the Eaſt In- 
dies ; and had loſt but eight men in 
our whole voyage from England, ex. 
cept I ſhould reckon thoſe five men 
and a boy to be loft, which ran away 
from us in the country among the 
Indians, as I have already related. 

I ſhould have added, that we 
careened and cleaned our ſhips here, 
and put ourſelves into a poſture for 
whatever adventures might happen; 
for as I reſolved upon a tradin 
voyage upon the coaſt of Chili and 
Peru, and a cruiſing voyage allo, 
as it might happen; fo I reſolved 
alſo, to put our ſhips into a condi- 
tion for both; as occaſion ſhould 
preſent. 


Our 
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Our men were nimble, at this 
work eſpecially, having been ſo 
well refreſhed and heartened up by 
their extraordinary ſupply of freſh. 
meats, and the additions of good 
broths and ſoups which they fed on 
every day in the iſland, and with 
which, they were ſupplied without 
any manner of hmitation, all the 
time they were at work. . 

This I fay being their caſe, 
they got the Madagaſcar ſhip halled 
down, and her bottom waſhed and 
tallowed, and ſhe was as clean as 
when ſhe firſt came off the ſtocks, 
in five days time ; and ſhe was rig- 
ged and all fet to rights, and fit for 
{ailing in two more. 

The great ſhip was not ſo ſoon fit. 
ted, nor was I in ſo much haſte, 
for I had a deſign in my head, 
which I had not yet communi- 
cated to any body, and that was to 
fend the Madagaſcar ſhip a cruiſing, 
as ſoon as ſhe was fitted up: Ac- 

F 6 cord- 
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cordingly I ſay, the fifth day ſhe 


was ready, and I managed it fo, 
that the captain of the Madagaſcar 
ſhip, openly before all the men, 
made the motion, as if it had been 
his own project, and deſired | would 
let him go and try his fortune, as 
he called it. 

I ſeemed unwilling at firſt, but 
he added to his importunity, that 
he and all his crew were defir- 
ous, it they made any purchaſe, 
it ſhould be divided among all the 
crews in ſhares, according as they 
were ſhipped ; that if it was pro. 
viſions the captain ſhould buy it at 
half price, for the uſe of the whole, 
and the money to be ſhared. 

Upon hearing his propoſals, 
which were eſteemed very juſt, and 
the men all agreeing, I gave con- 
ſent, and ſo he had my orders and 
inſtructions, and leave to be out 
twelve days on his cruiſe, and away 
he went. His ſhip was an excel- 
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lent ſailor, as has been ſaid, and 
being now a very clean veſlel, I 
thought he might ſpeak with any 
other, or get away from her, if he 
pleaſed; by the way, I ordered him 
to put out none but French co- 
lours. 

He cruiſed a week without ſee- 
ing a ſail, and ſtood in quite to the 
Spaniſh ſhore in one place, but in 
that he was wrong. The eighth 
day, giving over all expectations, 
he ſtood off again to ſea, and the 
next morning he ſpied a fail, which 
proved to be a large Spaniſh ſhip, 
and that ſeemed to ſtand down di- 
rectly upon him, which a little 
checked his forwardneſs; however, 
he kept on his courſe, when the 
Spaniards ſecing him plainer than, 
probably, he had done at firſt, 
tacked, and crouding all the fail he 
could carry, ſtood in for the ſhore. 

The Spaniard was a good failor, 
but our {hip plainly gained upon 

her, 
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her, and in the evening came almoſt 
up with her; when he ſaw the 
land, though at a great diſtance, 
he was loth to be ſeen chace- 
ing her, from the ſhore; however, 
he followed, and night coming on, 
the Spaniard changed his courſe, 
thinking to get away, but as the 
moon was juſt riſing, our men, 
who reſolved to keep her in ſight, 
it poſſible, perceived her, and 
ftretched after her with all the 
canvas they could hay on. 

This chace held till about mid- 
night, when our ſhip coming up 
with her, took her, after a little 
diſpute; they pretended, at firſt, to 
have nothing on board but timber, 
which they were carrying, as the 
faid, to ſome port for the building 
of ſhips: But our men had the ſe- 
cret to make the Spaniards confeſs 
their treaſure, if they had any; fo 
that after ſome — words with 
the Spaniſh commander, he con- 
feſſed 
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feſſed he had ſome money on board, 
which on our men's promiſe of 
good uſage, he afterwards very ho- 
neſtly delivered, and which might 
amount to about ſixteen thouſand 
pieces of eight. 

But he had what we were ve 
glad of beſides, (viz.) about two 
hundred great jars of very good 
wheat flower, a large quantity of 
oil, and ſome caſks of ſweet-meats, 
all which was to us very good 
Prize. 

But now our difficulty was, what 
we ſhould do with the ſhip, and 
with the Spaniards; and this was 
fo real a difficulty, that I began 
to wiſh he had not taken her, 
leſt her being ſuffered to go, the 
thould alarm the country, or if de- 
tained, diſcover us all. 

It was not above one day beyond 
his orders, that we had the pleaſure 
of ſeeing the captain of the Mada- 
gaſcar come into the road, with his 

prize 
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prize in tow, and the flower and 
oil was a very good booty to us; but 
upon ſecond and better thoughts, we 
brought the Spaniards to a fair trea- 
ty, and, which was more difficult, 
brought all our men to conſent to 
it. The caſe was this. Knowin 
what I propoſed to myſelf to do, 
namely, to trade all the way up the 
Spanith coaſt, and to paſs for French 
ſhips, I knew the taking this Spa- 
niſh ſhip would betray us all, un- 
leſs I reſolved to fink the ſhip and 
murder all the men, ſo I came to 
a reſolution, of talking with the 
Spaniſh captain, and making terms 
with him, which I ſoon made him 
very glad to accept of. 

Firſt I pretended to be very an- 
gry with the captain of the Mada- 
gaſcar ſhip, and ordered him to be 
put under confinement, for having 
made a prize of his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, we being ſubjects 
to the king of France, who was in 
| perfect 
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perfect peace with the king of 
Spain. 

Then I told him, that I would 
reſtore him his ſhip and all his 
money, and as to his flower and oil, 
which the men had fallen greedily 
upon, having a want of it, I would 
pay him the full value in money for 
it all, and for any other loſs he 
had ſuſtained, only that I would 
oblige him to lie in the road at the 
iſland where we were, till we re- 
turned from our voyage to Lima, 
whither we were going to trade, 
for which lying, I allo agreed to 
pay him demorage for his ſhip, 
after the rate of eight hundred 
pieces of eight per month, and if 
I returned not in four months, he 
was to be at his liberty to go. 

The captain who thought him- 
ſelf a priſoner and undone, readily 
embraced this offer; and ſo we 
ſecured his ſhip till our return, 
and there we found him very ho- 

neſtly 
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neſtly at an anchor, of which [] 
ſhall give a farther account in its 
place. 

We were now, as 1 have faid, 
much about the middle ot our voy- 
age, at leaſt as | had intended it, 
and having ſtored ourielves with 
every thing the place afforded, we 
got ready to proceed, for we had, 
as it were, dwelt here near a fort- 
night. 

By this time the weather was 
good again, and we ſtood away to 
the South Eaſt for the port of Bal- 
divia, as above, and reached to the 
mouth of the harbour in twelve 
days fail, 

I was now to change faces again, 
and Captain Merlotte appeared as 
captain, all things being tranſacted 
in his name, and French captains 
were put into the brigantine, and 
into the Madagaſcar ſhip alſo. The 
firſt thing the Captain did, was to 
ſend a civil meſſage to the Spanith 

governor, 
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governor, to acquaint him, that be. 
inz come into thoſe ſeas as friends, 
under his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's 
commiſſion, and with the King of 
Spain's permiſſion, we defired to be 
treated as allies, and to be allowed 
to take water and wood, and to buy 
ſuch refreſhments as we wanted, 
tor which we would pay ready mo- 
ney; alſo we carried French co- 
lours, but took not the leaſt no- 
tice of our intention to trade with 
them. 

We received a very civil anſwer 
from the governor (viz.) That be- 
ing the king of France's ſubjects, 
and that they were in alliance with 
us, we were very welcome to wood 
and water, and any proviſion the 
place would afford; and that our 
perſons ſhould be ſafe, and in per- 
fect liberty to go on ſhore, but that 
he could not allow any of our men 
to lie on ſhore, it being expreſs in 
his orders, that he ſhould not per- 

mit 
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mit any nation, not actually in com- 
miſſion from the king of Spain, to 
come on ſhore, and ſtay there, not 
even one night; and that this was 
done to prevent diſorders. 

We anſwered, that we were con- 
tent with that order, ſeeing we did 
not deſire our men ſhould go on 
ſhore to ſtay there, we not being 
able to anſwer for any miſbehavi. 
our, which was frequent among 
ſeamen. 

While we continued here, ſeve- 
ral Spaniards came on board and 
viſited us, and we often went on 
ſhore on the fame pretence; but our 
ſuper-cargo, who underſtood his 
buſineſs too well not to make uſe 
of the occaſion, preſently let the 
Spaniards ſee, that he had a great 
cargo of goods to diſpoſe of; they 
as freely took the hint, and let him 
know that they had money enough 
to pay for whatever they bought; 
ſo they fell to work, and they 

| ought 
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bought Eaſt India and China filks, 


Japan ware, China ware, ſpice and 
ſomething of every thing we had. 
We knew we ſhould not {ſell all 
our cargo here, nor any extraordi- 
nary quantity; but we knew, on 
the other hand, that what we did 
ſell here, we ſhould ſell for one 
hundred pounds per cent. extraor- 
dinary: I mean, more than we 
ſhould fell for at Lima, or any 
other ports on that fide, and fo 
we did; for here we ſold a bottle 
of arrack for four pieces. of eight; 
a pound of cloves for five pieces 
of eight, and a pound of nutmegs 
for fix pieces of eight; and the 
like of other things. 

They would gladly have pur- 
chaſed ſome European goods, and 
eſpecially Englith cloth and baize; 
but as we had, indeed, very few 
ſuch things left, ſo we were not 
willing they ſhould ſee them, that 
they might not have any ſuſpicion 


of 
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of our being Engliſhmen, and Eng. 
liſh ſhips, which would ſoon have 
put an end to all our commerce. 
While we lay here trafficking 
with the Spaniards, I ſet ſome of 
my men to work, to converſe a- 
mong the native Chilians or Indi- 
ans, as we call them, of the coun- 
try, and ſeveral things they learned 
of them according to the inſtruc- 
tions which I gave them; for ex- 
ample; firſt, I underſtood by them, 
that the country people who do not 
live among the Spaniards, have a 
mortal averſion to them; that it is 
rivetted in their minds by tradition, 
from father to ſon, ever ſince the 
wars which had formerly been a- 
mong them ; and that though they 
did not now carry on thoſe wars, 
yet the animoſity remained, and the 
pride and cruel haughty temper of 
the Spaniards were ſuch ſtill to 
thoſe of the country people, who 
came under their government, as 


make 
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make that averſion continually in- 
creaſe. They let us know, that if 
any nation in the world would but 
come in, and aſſiſt them againſt the 
Spaniards, and ſupport them in 
their riſing againſt them, they 
would ſoon rid their hands of the 
whole nation. This was to the 
purpoſe, exactly, as to what 1 
wanted to know. 

I then ordered particular en- 
quiry to be made, whether the 
mountains of Andes (which are, 
indeed, prodigious to look at, and 
ſo frightful for their height, that 
it is not to be thought of with 
out ſome horror) were in any 
places paſſable? What country 
there was beyond them? And 
whether any of their people had 
gone over and knew the paſſages ? 

The Indians concurred with the 
Spaniards in this (for our men en- 
quired of both) that though the 
Andes were to be ſuppoſed, in- 
deed, 
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deed, to be the higheit mountains 
in the world, and that, generally 
ſpeaking, they were impaſſable, yet 
that there had been paſſages found 
by the vales among the moun— 
tains; where, with tetching ſeve— 
ral compaſſes and windings, partly 
on the hills, and partly in the val- 
leys, men went, with a great deal 
of eaſe and ſafety, quite through or 
over, call it as we will, to the 
other named the Eaſt fide, and as 
often returned again. 

Some of the more knowing In- 
dians or Chilians went farther than 
this, and when our men enquired 
after the manner, ſituation and 
produce of the country on the 
other fide, they told them, that 
when they paſſed the mountains 
from that part of the country, 
they went chiefly to fetch cattle, 
and kill deer, of which there were 
reat numbers in that part of the 
land; but that when they went 

| from 
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from St. Jago, they turned away 
North ſome leagues, when they 
came to 4 town called St. Antho- 
nio de los Vejos, or, the Town of 
St. Anthony and the old Men; 
that there was a great river at that 
city, from whence they found 
means to go down to the Rio de 
la Plata, and ſo to the Buenos 
Ayres; and that they frequently 
carried thither great ſums of mo- 
ney in Chilian gold, and brought 
back European goods from thence. 

[ had all I wanted now, and bade 
my men ſay no more to them on 
that ſubject, and only to tell them, 
that they would come back, and 
travel a little that way to ſee the 
country. The people appeared very 
well pleaſed with this intelligence, 
and anſwered, that if they would 
do fo, they ſhould find ſome, as 
well Spaniards as Chilians, who 
would be guides to them through 
the hills; alſo aſſuring them, that 
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they would find the hills very prac- 
ticable, and the people, as they 
went along, very ready to aſſiſt and 
furniſh them with whatever the 
found they wanted, eſpecially if 
they come to know that they were 
not Spaniards, or that they would 
protect them from the Spaniards, 
which would be the moſt agree- 
able thing to them in the world; 
for it ſeems many of the nations of 
the Chilians, had been driven to 
live among the hills, and ſome even 
beyond them, to avoid the cruelty 
and tyranny of the Spaniards, eſpe- 
cially in the beginning of their 
planting in that country. 

The next enquiry I ordered them 
to make, was, whether it was poſ- 
ſible to paſs thoſe hills with horſes, 
or mules, or any kind of carriages? 
And they aſſured them, they might 
travel with mules, and even with 
horſes alſo, but rather with mules ; 
but as to carriages, ſuch as carts, 


Or 
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or waggons, they allowed, that wz- 
not practicable. They aſſured . 
that ſome of thoſe ways through 
the hills were much frequented ; 
and that there were towns, or vil- 
lages rather, of people, to be found 
in the valleys between the ſaid 
hills; ſome of which villages were 
very large, and the ſoil very rich 
and fruitful, bearing ſufficient pro- 
viſions for the inhabitants, who 
were very numerous. They added, 
that the people were not much in- 
clined to live in towns as the Spa- 
niards do, but that they lived ſcat- 
tered up and down the country, as 
they were guided by the goodneſs 
of the land; that they lived very 
ſecure and unguarded, never offer- 
ing any injury to one another, nor 
fearing injury from any, but the 
Spaniards. 

I cauſed theſe enquiries to be 
made with the utmoſt prudence 
and caution, ſo that the Spaniards 

G 2 had 
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had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of our 
deſign; and thus having finiſhed 
our trathck, and taken in water 
and proviſions, we failed from Bal. 
divia, having ſettled a little corre. 
pondence there with two Spani— 
ards, who were very faithful to us; 
and with two Chilian Indians, 
whom we had, in a particular 
manner, engaged, and whom, to 
make ſure of, we took along with 
us; and having ſpent about thir— 
teen days here, and taken the 
value of about fix thouſand pieces 
of eight in filver and gold, but 

moſt of it in gold, we ſet ſai]. 
Our next port was the bay of 
the Conception: Here, having 
two or three men on board, who 
were well acquainted with the 
coaſt, we ran boldly into the bay, 
and came to an anchor in that 
which they call the bite, or little 
bay, under the iſland Quiriquina; 
and from thence we ſent our 
boat 
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boat, with French mariners to 
row, and a French cockſwain, with 
a letter to the Spaniſh governor, 
from captain Merlotte. Our pre- 
tence was always the ſame as be- 
fore, that we had his moſt Chriſ- 
tian Majeſty's commiſſion, &c. and 
that we defired liberty to wood 
and water, and to buy proviſions, 
having been a very long voyage, 
and the hke, 

Under theſe pretences, we lay 
here about ten days, and drove a 
very conſiderable trade for ſuch 
goods as we were ſure they want- 
ed; and having taken about the 
value of eight thouſand pieces of 
eight, we ſet fail for the port or 
river that goes up to St. Jago, 
where we expected a very good 
market, being diſtant from the Con- 
ception about ſixty-five leagues. 

St. Jago is the capital city of 
Chili, and ſtands twelve leagues 

= 42 within 
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within the land; there are two 
ports, which are made uſe of to 
carry on the traffick of this place, 
viz. R. de Ropocalmo, and port 
de Valparaiſo, We were bound to 
the laſt, as being the only port for 
ſhips of burthen, and where there 
is ſecurity from bad weather. 

We found means here, without 
going up to the city of St. Jago, 
to have merchants enough to come 
down to us; for this being a very 
rich city, and full of money, we 
found all our valuable ſilks of Chi— 
na, our Atlaſs's, China damaſks, ſat- 
tins, &c. were very much valued, 
and very much wanted, and no price 
was too high for us to aſk for them; 
for, in a word, the Spanith ladies, 
who, for pride, do not come be- 
hind any in the world, whatever 
they do for beauty, were ſo eager 
for thoſe fine things, that, almoſt, 
any reaſonable quantity might have 
been ſold there; but the truth 1s, 

we 
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we had an unreaſonable quantity, 
and therefore, as we had other 
markets to go to, we did not let 
them know what a great ſtock of 
goods we had, but took care they 
had ſomething of every thing they 
wanted: We likewiſe found our 
ſpices were an excellent commodity 
in thoſe parts, and fold for a great 
profit too, as, indeed, every thing 
elſe did, as is {aid above. 

We found it very eaſy to ſell here 
to the value of one hundred and 
thirty thouſand pieces of eight, in 
all forts of china and Eaſt India 
goods; for ſtill, though we had 
ſome of the Englith cargo looſe, 
we let none of it be ſeen. We 
took moſt of the money in gold 
uncoined, which is got out of the 
mountains 1n great quantities, and 
of which we ſhall have occa- 
ſion to ſpeak more hereafter. 

Our next trading port was Co- 
quimbo, a ſmall town, but a good 

G 4 port: 


132 DE FOE'S VOYAGE 


port: Here we went in without 
ceremony, and upon the ſame foot, 
of being French, were well re— 
ceived, traded underhand with the 
Spaniſh merchants, and got letters 
to ſome other merchants at Guaſco, 
a port in a little bay about fifteen 

leagues North from Coquimbo. 
From hence, to the port of Co- 
piapo, is twenty-five leagues : Here 
we found a very good port, though 
no trading town or city; but the 
country being well inhabited, we 
found means to acquaint ſome of 
the principal Spaniards in the 
country, of what we were, and 
(with which they were pleaſed 
well enough) that they might trade 
with us for ſuch things, which it 
was eaſy to ſee, they gave double 
price for to the merchants who 
came from Lima, and other places: 
This brought them to us with to 
much eagerneſs, that though they 
bought for their own uſe, not for 
ſale, 
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fale, yet they came furniſhed with 
orders, perhaps, for two or three 
families together, and being gene- 
rally rich, would frequently lay 
out ſix hundred, or eight hundred 
pieces of eight a man; ſo that we 
had a moſt excellent market here, 
and took above thirty thouſand 
pieces of eight; that is to ſay, the 
value of it, for they ſtill paid all 
in gold. 

Here we had opportunity to get 
a quantity of good flower, or wheat 
meal, of very good European 
wheat; that is to ſay, of that 
fort of wheat; and withal, had 
good biſcuit baked on ſhore, ſo 


that now we got a large recruit of 


bread, and our men began to 
make puddings, and lived very 
comfortably; we likewiſe got good. 
ſugar at the Ingenioes, or ſugar- 
mills, of which there were ſeveral 
here, and the farther North we 
went, their number increaſed, for 

G 5 we 
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we were now in the latitude of 
twenty-cight degrees two minutes 
South. 

We had but one port now, of 
any conſequence, that we intended 
to touch at, until we came to the 
main place we aimed at, which 
was Lima, and this was about two 
thirds of the way thither; I mean 
Porto Rica, or Arica; which is in 
the latitude of eighteen degrees, 
or thereabouts: The people were 
very ſhy of us here, as having been 
much upon their guard for ſome 
years paſt, for fear of Buccaniers, 
and Engliſh privateers; but when 
they underitood we were French, 
and our French captain ſent two 
recommendations to them from a 
merchant at St. Jago, they were 
then very well ſatisfied, and we 
had full freedom of commerce here 
- alſo. 

From hence we came the heighth 
of Lima, the capital port, if not the 

capital 
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capital city, of Peru, lying in the 
latitude of twelve degrees thirty 
minutes. Had we made the leaſt 
pretence of trading here, we ſhould, 
at leaſt, have had ſoldiers put on 
board our ſhips to have prevented 
it, and the people would have been 
forbidden to trade with us upon 
pain of death; but captain Mer- 
lotte having brought letters to a 
principal merchant of Lima, he 
inſtructed him how to manage 
himſelf at his firſt coming into 
that port; which was to ride 
without the town of Callao, out 
of the command of the puntals or 
caſtles there, and not to come any 
nearer, upon what occaſion ſoever, 
and then to leave the reſt to him. 

Upon this the merchant applied 
himſelf to the governor for leave 
to go on board the French ſhip at 
Callao; but the governor under- 
ſtood him, and would not grant it 
by any means. The reaſon was, 
G 6 becauſe 
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becauſe there had been ſuch a ge- 


neral complaint by the merchants 
from Carthagena, Porto Bello, and 
other places, of the great trade 
carried on here with French ſhips 
from Europe, to the deſtruction of 
the merchants, and to the ruin of 
the trade of the galleons, that the 
governor, or viceroy of Peru, had 
forbid the French ſhips * 
any goods. 

Now, though this made our traf- 
fick impracticable at Lima itſelf, 
yet it did, by no means, hinder the 
merchants trading with us under 
cover, &c. but eſpecially when 
they came to underſtand, that we 
were not loaden from Europe, with 
baize, long ells, druggets, broad 
cloth, ſerges, ſtuffs, ſtockings, 
hats, and ſuch like woollen ma- 
nufactures of France, England, &c. 
but that our cargo was the ſame 
with that of the Manilla ſhips at 
Acapulca; and that we were loaden 


with 
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with callicoes, muſlins, fine wrought 
China filks, damaſks, Japan wares, 
China wares, ſpices, &c. there was 
then no with-holding them, but 
they came on board us in the night 
with canoes, and ſtaying all day, 
went on ſhore again in the night, 
carrying their goods to different 
places, where they knew they could 
convey them on ſhore without dif- 
ficulty. 

In this manner we traded pub- 
lickly enough, not much unlike 
the manner of our trade at the Ma- 
nillas ; and here we effectually clear- 
ed ourſelves of our whole cargo, as 
well Engliſh goods, as Indian, to 
an immenſe ſum. Here our men, 
officers as well as ſeamen, ſold their 
fine pearl, particularly one large 
parcel, containing one hundred and 
leventy-three very fine pearls, but 
of different ſizes, which a prieſt 
bought, as we were told, to dreſs 
up the image of the bleſſed Virgin 
Mary, in one of their churches. 


In 
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In a word, we came to a balance 
here; for we fold every thing that 
we had the leaſt intention to part 
with ; the chief things we kept in 
reſerve were, ſome bales of Eng- 
liſh goods; alſo all the remainder 
of our beads and bugles, toys, iron- 
work, knives, ſciſſors, hatchets, 
needles, pins, glaſs ware, and ſuch 
things as we knew the Spaniards did 
not regard, and which might be 
uſeful in our farther defigns, of 
which my head was yet very full. 
Thoſe, I fay, we kept ſtill. 

Here likewiſe, we ſold our bri- 
gantine, which though an excellent 
ſea- boat, as may well be ſuppoſed, 
conſidering the long voyage we had 
made in her, was yet ſo worm- 
eaten in her bottom, that unleſs we 
would have new ſheathed her, and 
perhaps, ſhifted moſt of her planks 
too, which would have taken up 
a great deal of time; ſhe was by 
no means fit to have gone any —4 
ther, 
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ther, at leaſt, not ſo long a run as 
we had now to make, (viz) round 
the whole Southern part of Ame- 
rica; and where we ſhould find no 
port to put in at (I mean, where we 
ſhould have been able to have got 
any thing done for the repair of a 
ſhip) until we had come home to 
England. 

It was propoſed here, to have 
gone to the governor or viceroy of 
Peru, and have obtained his li- 
cence or paſs, to have traverſed the 
Iſthmus of America, from port St. 
Maria, to the river of Darien ; this 
we could eaſily have obtained un- 
der the character that we then 
bore (viz.) of having the king of 
France's commiſſion, and had we 
been really all French, I believe I 
ſhould have done it; but as we 
were ſo many Engliſhmen, and as 
ſuch were then at open war with 
Spain, I did not think it a ſafe ad- 
venture, I mean, not a rational 

adventure, 
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adventure, eſpecially conſidering 
what a conſiderable treaſure we 
had with us. 

On the other hand, as we were 
now a ſtrong body of able ſea- 
men, and had two ſtout ſhips 
under us, we had no reaſon to 
apprehend either the toil or the 
danger of a voyage round Cape 
Horn, after which, we ſhould be 
in a very good condition to make 
the reſt of our voyage to Eng- 
land; whereas, if we travelled 
over the Iſthmus of America, we 
ſhould be all like a company of 
free-booters and buccaneers, looſe 
and unſhipped, and ſhould per- 
haps, run ſome one way, and ſome 
another, among the log-wood cut- 
ters at the bay of Campeachy, 
and other places, to get paſſage, 
ſome to Jamaica, and ſome to New 
England; and, which was worſe 
than all, ſhould be expoſed to a 
thouſand dangers on account of 


the 
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the treaſure we had with us, 
perhaps even to that of murder- 
ing and robbing one another ; and 
as Captain Merlotte ſaid, who was 
really a Frenchman, it were much 
more eligible for us, as French, 
or if we had been ſuch, to have 
gone up to Acapulco, and there 
to fell our ſhips, and get licence 
to travel to Mexico, and then to 
have got the viceroy's aſſiento, 
to have come to Europe in the 
galleons ; but as we were ſo many 
Engliſhmen, it was impracticable; 
or ſeamen alſo being proteſtants, 
ſuch as ſeamen generally are, and 
bold mad fellows, they would 
never have carried on a diſguiſe, 
both of their nation and of their 
religion, for ſo long a time as it 
would have been neceſſary to do 
for ſuch a journey and voyage. 
But beſides all theſe difficulties, 
I had other projects in my head, 
which made me againſt all the 
propoſals 
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propoſals of paſſing by land to 
the North Sea; otherwiſe, had 1 
reſolved it, IJ ſhould not have 
much concerned myſelf about ob- 
taining a licence from the Spani- 
ards; for as we were a ſufficient 
number of men to have forced 
our way, we ſhould not much 
have ſtood upon their giving us 
leave, or not giving us leave 
to go. 

But as I have ſaid, my views 
lay another way, and my head 
had been long working upon the 
diſcourſe my men had had with the 
Spaniards at Baldivia; I frequently 
talked with the two Chilian In- 
dians which I had on board, and 
who ſpoke Spaniſh pretty well, 
and who we had taught to ſpeak 
a little Engliſh. \ 

I had taken care that they ſhould 
have all the good uſage imaginable 
on board; I had given them each 
a very good ſuit of cloaths, made 


by 
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by our taylor, but after their own 
manner, with each of them a baize 
cloak; and had given them hats, 
ſhoes, ſtockings, and every thing 
they deſired, and they were mighty 
well pleaſed, and I talked very 
freely with them about the paſ- 
ſage of the mountains, for that 

was now my grand deſign. 
While I was coming up the 
Chilian ſhore, as you have heard, 
that is to ſay, at St. Jago, at the 
Conception, at Arica, and even at 
Lima itſelf, we enquired on all 
occaſions, into the fituation of the 
country, the manner of travelling, 
and what kind of country it was 
beyond the mountains; and we 
found them all agreeing in the 
ſame ſtory; and that paſſing the 
mountains of Les Cordelieras, for 
ſo they call them in Peru, though 
it was the ſame ridge of hills as 
we call the Andes, was no ſtrange 
thing ; that there were not one or 
two, 
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two, but a great many places found 
out, where they paſſed as well 
with horſes and mules, as on foot, 
and even ſome with carriages ; 
and in particular they told us at 
Lima, that from Potoſi, and the 
towns thereabouts, there was a 
long valley, which ran for one 
hundred and ſixty leagues in length 
Southward, and South Eaſt, and 
that it continued until the hilis 
parting, it opened into the main 
level country on the other fide; 
and that there were ſeveral rivers 
which began in that great valley, 
and which all of them run away 
to the South and the South Eaſt, 
and afterwards, went away Eaſt 
and Eaſt North Eaſt, and ſo fell 
into the great Rio de la Plata, and 
emptied themſelves into the North 
Seas; and that merchants travelled 
to thoſe rivers, and then went 
down in boats as far as the town 

| or 
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or city of the Aſcenſion, and the 
Buenos Ayres. 

This was very fatisfying you 
may be ſure, eſpecially to hear 
them agree in it, that the Andes 
were to be paſſed (though paſſing 
them hereabouts, where I knew 
the main land from the Weſt 
ſhore, where we now were, mult 
be at leaſt one thouſand five hun- 
dred miles broad) was no part of 
my project; but I laid up all 
theſe things in my mind, and re- 
ſolved to go away to the South 
again, and act as I ſhould ſee cauſe. 

We were now got into a very 
hot climate, and whatever was 
the cauſe, my men began to grow 
very ſickly, and that to ſuch a 
degree, that I was once afraid we 
had got the plague among us; 
but our ſurgeons, who we all call 
doors at fea, aſſured me, there 
was nothing of that among them, 

and 
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and yet we buried ſeventeen men 
here, and had between twenty and 
thirty more ſick, and as I thought, 
dangerouſly too. 

In this extremity, for I was 
really very much concerned about 
it, one of my doctors came to me, 
and told me, he had been at the 
City (that is at Lima) to buy ſome 
drugs and medicines to recruit his 
cheſt, and he had fallen into com- 
pany with an Iriſh jeſuit, who 
he found was an extraordinary good 
phyſician, and that he had had 
ſome diſcourſe with him about our 
ſick men, and he believed, for a 
good word or two, he could per- 
ſuade him to come and viſit them. 

I was very loth to conſent to 
it, and ſaid to the ſurgeon, if he 
is an Iriſhman he ſpeaks Engliſh, 
and he will preſently perceive, that 
we are all Engliſhmen, and ſo we 
ſhall be betrayed; all our deſigns 
will be blown up at once, and 
our 
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our farther meaſures be all broken, 
and therefore I would not conſent : 
This I did not ſpeak from the 
fear of any hurt they could have 
done me by force, for I had no 
reaſon to value that, being able to 
have fought my way clear out of 
their (eas, if I had been put to it; 
but as I had traded all the way 
by ſtratagem, and had many con- 
ſiderable views ſtill behind, I was 
unwilling to be diſappointed by the 
diſcovery of my ſchemes ; or that 
the Spaniards ſhould know upon 
what a double foundation I acted, 
and how I was a French ally and 
merchant, or an Engliſh enemy 
and privateer, juſt as I pleaſed, and 
as opportunity ſhould offer; in 
which caſe they would have been 
ſure to have trapanned me if poth- 
ble, under pretence of the former, 
and have uſed me, if they ever 
ſhould get an advantage over me, 
as one of the latter. 


This 
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This made me very cautious, 
and 1 had good reaſon for it too, 
and yet the ſickneſs and danger of 
my men preſſed me very hard to 
have the advice of a good phyſi. 
Cian, if it was poſſible; and eſpe- 
cially to be ſatisfied whether it was 
really the plague or no; for I was 
very uneaſy about that. 

But my ſurgeon told me, that 
as to my apprchenſion of diſco- 
very, he would undertake to pre- 
vent it by this method: Firſt he 
ſaid, he found that the Iriſhman 
did not underitand French at all, 
and ſo I had nothing to do but to 
order, That when he came on 
board, as little Engliſh ſhould be 
ſpoke in his hearing as poſſible; 
and this was not difficult, for 
almoſt all our men had a little 
French at their tongue's end, by 
having ſo many Frenchmen on 
board of them; others had the 
Levant Jargon, which they call 

Lingua 
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Lingua Frank, ſo that if they had 
but due caution, it could not be 
ſuddenly perceived what country- 
men they were. 

Beſides this, the ſurgeon ordered, 
that as ſoon as the Padre came on 
board, he ſhould be ſurrounded 
with French ſeamen only, ſome 
of which ſhould be ordered to 
follow him from place to place, 
and chop in with their nimble 
tongues, upon ſome occaſion or 
other, ſo that he ſhould hear French 
ſpoken wherever he turned him- 
ſelf. EE | 
Upon this, which, indeed, ap- 
peared very ealy to be done, [ 
agreed to let the doctor come on 
board, and accordingly the ſur- 
geon brought him the next day, 
where Captain Merlotte received 
him in the cabin, and treated him 
very handſomely, but nothing was 

ſpoken but French or Spaniſh ; 


u ſurgeon who had pretended 
Vor. II. H himſelf 
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himſelf to be an Iriſhman, acted 
as interpreter between the doctor 
and us. 

Here we told him the caſe of our 
men that were ſick ; ſome of them, 
indeed, were French, and others 
that could ſpeak French were in- 
ſtructed to ſpeak to him, as if 
they could ſpeak no other tongue, 
and thoſe the ſurgeon interpreted ; 
others who were Engliſh, were 
called Iriſhmen, and two or three 
were allowed to be Englith ſea- 
men, picked up in the Eaſt Indies, 
as we had ſeamen, we told him, 
of all nations. 

The matter in ſhort was ſo car- 
ried, that the good man, for ſuch, I 
really think he was, had no manner 
of ſuſpicion ; and to do him juſ- 
tice, he was an admirable phyſi- 
cian, and did our men a great deal 
of good ; for all of them, except- 
ing three, recovered under his 


hands, and - thoſe three had reco- 


vered, 
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vered, if they had not, like madmen, 
drank large quantities of punch 
when they were almoſt well, and b 
their intemperance inflamed their 
blood, and thereby thrown them- 
ſelves back again into their fever, 
and put themſelves, as the Padre 
ſaid of them, out of the reach of 
medicine. 

We treated this man of art with a 
great deal of reſpect, made him ſome 
very handſome preſents, and par- 
ticularly ſuch as he could not come 
at in the country where he was; 
befides which, I ordered he ſhould 
have the value of one hundred 
dollars in gold given him ; but he, 
on the other hand, thanking Cap- 
tain Merlotte for his bounty, would 
have no money ; but he accepted a 
preſent of ſome linen, a few hand- 
kerchiefs, ſome nutmegs, and a 
piece of black baize, moſt of which 
however, he afterwards ſaid, he 

1 made 
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made preſents of again in the city 
among ſome of his acquaintance, 

But he had a farther deſign in 
his head, which on a future day, 
he communicated in confidence to 
the ſurgeon I have mentioned, who 
converſed with him, and by him 
to me, and which was to him, in- 
deed, of the higheſt importance. 
The caſe was this: 

He took our furgeon on ſhore 
with him one day from the Ma- 
dagaſcar ſhip, where he had been 
with him to viſit ſome of our 
ſick men, and drinking a glaſs of 
wine with him, he told him he 
had a favour to aſk of him, and 
a thing to reveal to him in confi- 
dence, which was of the utmoſt 


_ conſequence to himſelf, though of 


no great value to him, (the ſur- 
geon) and if he would promiſe the 
utmoſt ſecrecy to him on his faith 
and honour, he would put his life 
into his hands. For, Seignior, 
faid he, it will be no other, nor 

would 
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would any thing leſs than my life 
pay for it, if you ſhould diſco- 
ver it to any of the people here, 
or any where elſe on this coaſt.” 
The ſurgeon was a very honeſt 
man, and carried indeed, the in- 
dex of it in his face, and the Padre 
ſaid afterwards, he inclined to put 
this confidence in him, becauſe he 
thought he faw ſomething of an 
honeſt man in his very counte- 
nance. After ſo frank a beginning, 
the ſurgeon made no fcruple to tell 
him, That ſeeing he inclined to 
treat him with ſuch confidence, 
and to put a truſt of ſo great 
importance in him, he would give 
him all the aſſurance in his power, 
that he would be as faithful to 
him as it was poſlible to be to 
himſelf ; and that the ſecret ſhould 
never go out of his mouth to an 
one in the world, but to ſuch, 
and at ſuch time, as he ſhould con- 
ſent to and direct. In ſhort, he 
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uled fo many ſolemn proteſtations, 
that the Padre made no ſcruple to 
truſt him with the ſecret, which, 
indeed, was no leſs than putting 
his life into his hands: The calc 
was this. 

He told him, he had heard 
them talk of going to Ireland in 
their return, and as he had been 
thirty years out of his own coun- 
try, in ſuch a remote part of the 
world, where it was never likely 
that he ſhould ever ice it again, 
the notion he had entertained, that 
this ſhip was going thither, and 
might ſer him on ſhore there, that 
he might once more ſee his native 
country, and his family and friends, 
had filled his mind with ſuch a 
ſurpriſing joy, that he could no 
longer contain himſelf; and that 
therefore, if he would procure 
leave of the captain, that he might 
come privately on board, and take 
his paſſage home, he Would wil- 


lingly 
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lingly pay whatever the captain 
ſhould deſire of him; but that 
it muſt be done with the greateſt 
ſecrecy imaginable, or elſe he was 
ruined; for that if he ſhould be 
diſcovered and ſtopped, he ſhould 
be confined in the Jeſuits houſe 
there, as long as he lived, without 
hope of redemption. 

The ſurgeon told him, the thing 
was eaſy to be done, if he would 
give him leave to acquaint one 
man in the ſhip with it, which 
was not Captain Merlotte, but a 
certain Engliſhman, who was a 
conſiderable perſon in the ſhip, 
without whom the captain did 
nothing, and who would be more 
ſecure to truſt, by far, than Captain 
Merlotte. The Padre told him, 
that without aſking him any 
reaſons, fince he had put his 
life and liberty in his hands, he 
would truſt him with the ma- 


H 4 nage- 
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nagement of the whole, in what” 
ever way he choſe to conduct it. 

The ſurgeon accordingly brought 
him on board to me, and making 
a confidence of the whole matter 
to me, I turned to the Padre, and 
told him in Engliſh, giving him 
my hand, that I would be under 
all the engagements and promiſes 
of ſecrecy, that our ſurgeon had 
been in, for his ſecurity and fatis- 
faction; that he had merited too 
well of us to wiſh him any ill; 
and, in ſhort, that the whole (hip 
ſhould be engaged for his ſecu- 
rity. That as to his coming on 
board and bringing any thing off 
that belonged to him, he muſt 
take his own meaſures, and anſ- 
wer to himſelf for the ſucceſs; 
but that after he was on board, 
we would ſink the ſhip under him, 
or blow her aloft in the air, before 
we would deliver him up, on any 
account whatever. 


He 
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He was ſo pleaſed with my 
frank way of talking to him, that 
he told me he would put his 
life into my hands, with the ſame 
freedom as he had done before with 
my ſurgeon ; ſo we began to concert 
meaſures for his coming on bo rd 
with ſecrecy. 

He told us there was no need 
of any propoſals, for he would 
acquaint the head of the houſe, 
that he intended to go on board 
the French ſhip- in the road, and 
to go to St. Jago, where he had 
ſeveral times been in the ſame 
manner ; and that as they had not 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of him, he was 
very well ſatisfied, that they would 
make no ſcruple of it. 

But his miſtake in this might 
have been his ruin; for though 
had it been a Spanith ſhip, they 
would not have miſtruſted him, 
yet when he named the French 
thip in the road of Callao, they 

Wy began 
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began to queſtion him very ſmartly 
about it: Upon which he was o- 
bliged to tell them, that fince they 
were doubtful of him, he would 
not go at all, telling them withal, 
that it was hard to ſuſpect him 
who had been ſo faithful to his 
vows, as to reſide for near thirty 
years among them, when he 
might frequently have made an 
eſcape from them, if he had teen 
ſo diſpoſed. So for three or four 
days he made no appearance of 
going at all; but having had pri- 
vate notice from me the evening 
before we failed, he found means 
to get out of their hands, came 
down to Callao on a mule in the 
night, and our ſurgeon lying ready 
with our boat about half a league 
from the town, as by appoint- 
ment, he took him on board, with 
a negro his ſervant, and brought 
him ſafe to the ſhip : Nor had we 
received him on board half an 


hour, 
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hour, but being unmoored and 
ready to fail, we put out to ſea and 
carried him clear off. 

He made his excuſes to me, that 
he was come away naked, accord- 
ing to his profeſſion ; that he had 
purpeſed to have furniſhed him- 
ſelf with ſome proviſions for the 
voyage, but that the unexpected 
ſuſpicions of the head of their col- 
lege or houſe, had obliged him to 
come away in a manner that would 
not admit of it; for that he might 
rather be ſaid to have made his eſ- 
cape, than to have been come fairly 
off. 

I told him he was very welcome; 
(and indeed ſo he was, for he had 
been already more worth to us than 
ten times his paſſage came to) and 
that he ſhould be entered into im- 
mediate pay, as phyſician to both 
the ſhips, which I was ſure none of 
our ſurgeons would repine at, but 
rather be glad of; and accordingly 

H 6 I im- 
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I immediately ordered him a ca- 
bin, with a very good apartment 
adjoining to it, and appointed him 
to eat in my own meſs whenever 
he pleaſed, or by himſelf, on his 
particular days, when he thought 
proper. 

And now it was impoſſible to 
conceal from him, that we were 
indeed an Engliſh ſhip, and that 
I was the captain in chief; except, 
as has been ſaid, upon occaſion of 
coming to any particular town of 
Spain. I let him know, I had a 
commiſſion to make prize of the 
Spaniards, and appear their open 
enemy, but that I had choſen to 
treat them as friends, in a way of 
commerce, as he had ſeen. He 
admired much the moderation I 
had uſed, and how I had avoided 
enriching myſelf with the ſpoil, as 
I might have done; and he made 
me many compliments upon that 
head, whick Ii excuſed hearing, 

and 
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him we were Chriſtians, and as we 
had made a very proſperous voy- 
age, I was reſolved not to do an 
honeſt men the leaſt injuſtice, if I 
could avoid it. 

But I muſt obſerve here, that I 
did not enter immediately into all 
this confidence with him neither, 
nor all at once, neither did I let 
him into any part of it, but under 
the ſame ſolemn engagements of 
ſecrecy that he had laid upon us, 
nor till I was come above eighty 
leagues South from Lima. 

The firſt thing I took the free- 
dom to ſpeak to him upon, was 
this: Finding his habit a little of- 
fenſive to our rude ſeamen, I took 
him into the cabin the very next 
day after we came to ſea, and told 
him, that I was obliged to men- 
tion to him what I knew he would 
loon perceive; namely, that we 
were all Proteſtants, except three 


Or 
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or four. of the Frenchmen ; and 
I did not know how agreeable that 
might be to him. He anſwered, 
he was not at all offended with 
that part; that it was none of his 
buſineſs to enquire into any one's 
opinion, any farther than they gave 
him leave; that if it was his buſi- 
neſs to cure the fouls of men on 
ſhore, his buſineſs on board was to 
cure their bodies; and as for the 
reſt, he would exerciſe no other 
function than that of a phyſician 
on board the ſhip, without my 
leave. 

I told him, that was very oblig- 
ing; but that then, for his own 
ſake, I had a propoſal to make him, 
which was, whether it would be 
diſagreeable to him to lay aſide the 


habit of a religious, and put on 
that of a gentleman, ſo to accom- 
modate himſelf the more eaſily to 
the men on board, who, perhaps, 
might be rude to him in his habit, 

ſeamen 
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ſeamen being not always men of 
the moſt refined manners. 

He thanked me very ſincerely ; 
told me he had been in England 
as well as in Ireland; and that he 
went dreſſed there as a gentleman, 
and was ready to do ſo now, if | 
thought fit, to avoid giving any 
offence ; and added, that he choſe 
to do ſo. But then, ſmiling, ſaid, 
he was at a great loſs, for he had 
no cloaths. I bade him take no 
care about that, for I would fur- 
niſh him; and immediately we dreſ- 
ſed him up like an Engliſhman, in 
a ſuit of very good cloaths, which 
belonged to one of our midſhip- 
men who died; I gave him alſo a 
good wig and a ſword, and he pre- 
ſently appeared upon the quarter- 
deck like a grave phyſician, and 
was called Doctor, f 

From that minute, by whoſe 
contrivance we knew not, it went 
current among the ſeamen, that the 


Spaniſh 


184 DE FOE'S VOYAGE 


Spaniſh doctor was an Engliſhman, 
and a Proteſtant, and only had put 
on the other habit to diſguiſe him- 
ſelf, and make his eſcape to us: 
and this was ſo univerſally believ- 
ed, that it held to the laſt day of 
the whole voyage ; for as ſoon as I 
knew it, I took care that no body 
ſhould ever contradict it: And as 
for the doctor himſelf, when he 
firſt heard of it, he ſaid, nothing 
could be more to his ſatisfaction, 
and that he would take care to 
confirm the opinion of it among 
all the men, as far as lay in his 
power. 

However, the doctor earneſt] 
deſired we would be mindful, that 
as he ſhould never offer to go on 
ſhore, whatever port we came to 
afterwards, none of the Spaniards 
might by enquiry, hear, upon any 
occaſion, of his being on board our 
ſhip ; but above all, that none of 
our men, the officers eſpecially, 

would 
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would ever come ſo much in reach 
of the Spaniards on ſhore, as to 
put it into their power to ſeize 
upon them by repriſal, and ſo o- 
blige us to deliver him up by way 
of exchange. 

I went fo far with him, and ſo 
did Captain Merlotte alſo, as to 
aſſure him, that if the Spaniards 
ſhould, by any ſtratagem, or by 
force, get any of our men; nay, 
though it were ourſelves, into their 
hands, yet he ſhould upon no con- 
ditions whatever be delivered up. 
And indeed, for this very reaſon we 
were very ſhy of going on ſhore at 
all; and as we had really no buſi- 
neſs any where but juſt for water 
and freſh proviſions, which we alſo 
had taken in a very good ſtore of 
at Lima, ſo we put in no where at 
all in the coaſt of Peru, becauſe 
there we might have been more 
particularly liable to the imperti- 
nencies of the Spaniards enquiry : 


as 
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as to force, we were furnithed not 
to be in the lealt apprehenſive of 
that. 

Being thus, I ſay, reſolved to 
have no more to do with the coaſt 
of Peru, we ſtood off to ſea, and 
the nirſt land we made was a little 
unfrequented iſland in the latitude 
of ſeventcen degrees thirteen mi- 
nutes, where our men went on 
ſhore in the boats three or four 
times to catch tortoiſes, or turtles, 
being the firſt we had met with 
fince we came from the Eaſt In- 
dies. And here they took ſo many, 
and had ſuch a prodigious quantity 
of eggs out of them, that the whole 
company of both ſhips lived on 
them till within four or five days 
of our coming to the iſland of Juan 
Fernandes, which was our next 
port. Some of theſe tortoiſes were 
ſo large and ſo heavy, that no fin- 
gle. man could turn them, and 
ſame- 
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ſometimes as much as four men 
could carry to the boats. 

We met with ſome bad weather 
after this, which blew us off to 
ſea, the wind blowing very hard at 
the South Eaſt; but it was not ſo 

reat a wind as to endanger us, 
though we loſt fight of one ano- 
ther more 1a this ſtorm, than we 
had done in all our voyage. How- 
ever, we were none of us in any 
great concern for it now, becaule 
we had agreed before, that if we 
ſhould loſe one another, we ſhould 
make the beſt of our way to the 
iſland of Juan Fernandes: and this 
we obſerved now ſo directly, that 
both of us ſhaping our courſe for 
the iſland, as ſoon as the ſtorm a- 
bated, came in fight of one ano- 
ther long before we came thither, 
which proved very agreeable to us 
all. 

We were, including the time of 
the ſtorm, two hundred and eigh- 
teen 
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teen days from Lima to the iſland 
of Juan Fernandes, having moſt of 
the time croſs contrary winds, and 
more bad weather than 1s uſual in 
thoſe ſeas: However, we were all 
in good condition, both ſhips and 
men. 

Here we fell to the old trade of 
hunting of goats. And here our 
new doctor ſet ſome of our men to 
ſimpling, that is to ſay, to gather 
ſome phyſical herbs, which he let 
them ſee afterwards were very well 
worth their while. Our ſurgeons 
aſſiſted, and ſaw the plants, but 
had never obſerved the ſame kind 
in England. They gave me the 
names of them ; and it 1s the only 
diſcovery in all my travels which [ 
have not reſerved fo carefully as to 
publiſh for the advantage of others, 
and which I regret the omiſſion of 
very much. 

While we were here, an odd ac- 
cident gave me ſome uneaſinels, 
which, 
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which, however, did not come to 
much. Early in the grey of the 
morning, little wind and a ſmooth 
ſea, a ſmall frigate-built veſſel, un- 
der Spaniſh colours, pennant fly- 
ing, appeared off at ſea, at the o- 
pening of the North Eaſt point of 
the iſland. As ſoon as ſhe came 
fair with the road, ſhe lay by, as 
if ſhe came to look into the port 
only ; and when ſhe perceived that 
we began to looſe our fails to ſpeak 
with her, ſhe ſtretched away to the 
Northward, and then altering her 
courſe, ſtood away North Eaſt, u- 
ſing oars to aſſiſt her, and ſo got 
away. 

Nothing could be more evident 
to us, than that ſhe came to look 
at us, nor could we imagine any 
thing leſs; from whence we im- 
mediately concluded, that we were 
diſcovered, and that our taking a- 
way the doctor had given a great 
alarm among the Spaniards (as in- 


deed 
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deed we afterwards came to under. 
ſtand it had done). But we came 
a little while afterwards to a better 
underſtanding about the frigate. 

I was ſo uneaſy about it, that I 
reſolved to ſpeak with her if poſſi. 
ble; ſo I ordered the Madagaſcar 
ſhip, which of the two was rather 
a better ſailer than our own, to 
ſtand in directly to the Coaſt of 
Chili, and then to ply to the North- 
ward, juſt in ſight of the ſhore, 
till he came into the latitude of 
twenty-two; and if he ſaw no- 
thing in all that run, then to come 
down again directly into the lati- 
tude of the iſland of Juan, Fernan- 
des, but keeping the diſtance of 
ten leagues off farther than before, 
and to ply off and on in that lati- 
tude five days ; and then, if he did 
not meet with me, to ſtand in for 
the iſland. 

While he did this, I did the ſame 
at the diſtance of near fifty leagues 
from 
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from the ſhore, being the diſtance 
which I thought the frigate kept 
in as ſhe ſtood away from me. We 
made our cruiſe both of us ve 
punctually; I found him in the 
ſtation we agreed on, and we both 
ſtood into the road again, from 
whence we came. 

We no ſooner made the road, 
but we ſaw the frigate, as I called 
her, with another ſhip, at an an- 
chor in the ſame road where ſhe 
had ſeen us: And it was eaſy to ſee 
that they were both of them in a 
great ſurprize and hurry at our ap- 
pearing, and that they were under 
fail in ſo very little time, as that 
we eaſily ſaw they had ſlipped their 
cables, or cut away their anchors. 
They fired guns twice, which we 
found was a fignal for their boats, 
which were on ſhore, to come on 
board; and ſocn after we ſaw three 
boats go off to them, tho', as we 
underſtood afterwards, they were 
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obliged to leave ſixteen or ſeven- 
teen of their men behind them, 
who, being among the rocks catch. 
ing of goats, either did not hear 
the ſignals, or could not come to 
their boats time enough. 

When we ſaw them in this hur- 
ry, we thought it muſt be ſome- 
thing extraordinary, and bore down 
upon them, having the weather- 
gage. 

They were ſhips of pretty good 
force, and full of men; and when 
they ſaw we were reſolved to ſpeak 
with them, and that there was no 
getting away from us, they made 
ready to engage; and putting them- 
ſelves upon a wind, firſt ſtretching 
a-head to get the weather-gage of 
us, when they thought they were 

retty well, boldly tacked, and lay 
by for us, hoiſting the Engliſh an- 
tient and union jack. 

We had our French colours out 
till now; but being juſt, as we 


thought, 
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thought, going to engage, I told 
Capt. Merlotte, I ſcorned to hide 
what nation I was of when I came 
to fight for the honour of our 
Country ; and, beſides, as theſe 
people had ſpread Engliſh colours, 
I ought to let them know what I 
was ; that if they were really Eng- 
liſh, and friends, we might not 
fight by miſtake, and ſhed the in- 
nocent blood of our own country- 
men ; and that if they were rogues, 
and counterfeited their being Eng- 
liſh, we ſhould ſoon perceive it. 
However, when they ſaw us put 
out Engliſh colours, they knew not 
what to think of it, but lay by a 
while to ſee what we would do. I 
was as much puzzled as they, for 
as I came nearer, I thought they 
ſeemed to be Engliſh ſhips, as well 
by their bulk as by their way of 
working; and as I came ſtill near- 
er, I thought I could perceive fo 
plainly by my glaſſes that they were 
YoL. II. I Engliſh 
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Engliſh ſeamen, that I made a ſig. 
nal to our other ſhip, who had the 
van, and was juſt bearing down 
upon them, to bring to; and I ſent 
my boat to him, to know his opi- 
nion. He ſent me word, he did 
believe them to be Engliſh; and 
the more, ( faid he) becauſe they 
could be no other nation but Eng- 
liſh or French, and the latter he 
was ſure they were not; but ſince 
we were the largeſt ſhips, and that 
they might as plainly ſee us to be 
Engliſh, as we could ſee them, he 
ſaid, he was for fighting them, be— 
cauſe they ought to let us have 
known who they were firſt, How- 
ever, as I had fired a gun to bring 
him to, he lay by a little till we 
ſpoke thus together. 

While this was doing we could 
ſee one of their boats come off with 
fix oars, and two men, (a lieutenant 
and a trumpeter it ſeems they were) 
fitting in the ſtern, and one of 

them 
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We let them come forward, and 
when they came nearer, ſo that we 
could hale them with a ſpeaking 
trumpet, we aſked them what coun- 
trymen they were? And they anſ- 
wered Engliſhmen. Then we aſk- 
ed them whence their ſhip? Their 
anſwer was from London. At 
which we bade them come on 
board, which they did; and we 
ſoon found that we were all coun- 
trymen and friends, and their boat 
went immediately back to let them 
know it. We found afterwards, 
that they were mere privateers, 
fitted out from London alſo, but 
coming laſt from Jamaica; and we 
let them know no other of our- 
ſelves; but declined keeping com- 
pany, telling them, we were bound 
now upon trathck, and not for 
purchaſe; that we had been at 
the Eaſt Indies, had made ſome 
prizes, and were going back thi- 

a2 ther 
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ther again. They told us they 
were come into the South Seas 
for purchaſe, but that they had 
made little of it; having heard 
there were three large French men 
of war in thoſe ſeas, in the Spaniſh 
ſervice, which made them wiſh 
they had not come about; and 
that they were ſtill very doubtful 
what to do. 

We aſſured them, we had been 
the heighth of Lima; and that 
we had not heard of any men of 
war; but that we had paſſed for 
ſuch ourſelves, and perhaps were 
the ſhips they had heard of; for 
that we were three ſail at firſt, 
and had ſometimes carried French 
colours. 

This made them very glad; for 
it was certainly. ſo, that we had 
paſſed for three French men of 
war; and they were ſo aſſured of 
it, that they went afterwards boldly 
up the coaſt, and made ſeveral 
very 
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very good prizes. We then found 
alſo, that it was one of thele ſhips 
that l:oked into the road as above, 
when we were here before, and 
ſeeing us then with French colours, 
took us for the men of war they 
had heard of: And they added, 
that when we came in upon them 
again, they gave themſelves up for 
loſt men, but were reſolved to 
have fought it out to the laſt,” or 
rather to have ſunk by our fide, 
or blown themſelves up, than be 
taken. 

I was not at all ſorry that we 
had made this diſcovery before we 
engaged ; for the captains were 
two brave reſolute fellows, and 
had two very good ſhips under 
them, one of thirty-ſix guns, 
but able to have carried forty- 
four; the other, which we cal- 
led the frigate-built ſhip, carried 
twenty-eight guns, and they were 
both full of men. Now, though 
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we ſhould not have feared their 
force, yet my caſe differed from 
what it did at firſt, for we had 
that on board that makes all men 
cowards, I mean money ; of which 
we had fuch a cargo as few Britiſh 
ſhips ever brought out of thoſe 
ſeas; and 1 was one of thoſe that 
had now no occaſion to run need- 
leſs hazards; ſo that in ſhort, I 
was as well pleaſed without fight- 
ing as they could be: Beſides, I 
had other projects now in my head, 
and thoſe of no leſs conſequence, 
than of planting a new world, and 
ſettling new kingdoms to the ho- 
nour and advantage of my coun- 
try; and many a time I wiſhed 
heartily, that all my rich+ cargo 
was fate at London; that my mer- 
chants were ſharing the ſilver and 
gold, and the pear] among them- 
ſelves; and, that I was but ſafe 
on ſhore with a thouſand good fa. 
milies, upon the South of Chili, 

and 
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ſoldiers, and arms for ten thou- 
ſand more (of which by-and-by) 
and with the two ſhips I had now 
with me, I would not fear all the 
power of the Spaniards; I mean, 
that they could bring againſt me in 
the South Scas. 

I had all theſe things I ſay, in 
my head already, though nothing 
like to what I had afterwards, 
when I ſaw farther into the mat- 
ter myſelf : However, theſe things 
made me very glad, that I had no 
occaſion to engage thoſe ſhips. , 

When we came thus to under- 
ſtand one another, we went all in- 
to the road together, and I invited. 
the captains of the two privateers- 
on board me, where I treated them 
with the beſt I had; though I had 
no great dainties now, having been 
ſo long out of England. They 
invited me and Captain Merlotte, 
and the captain of the Madagaſcar 


14 ſhip- 
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ſhip, in return, and indeed treated 
us very nobly. 

After this, we exchanged ſome 
preſents of refreſhments, and par- 
ticularly, they ſent me a hogſhead 
of rum, which was very accepta- 
ble; and I ſent them in return, a 
runlet of arrack, excuſing mylelf, 
that 1 had no great ſtore. I ſent 
them alſo the quantity of one hun- 
dred weight of nutmegs and cloves; 
but the moſt agreeable preſent I 
ſent them, was twenty pieces of 
Madagaſcar dryed beef, cured in 
the ſun, the like of which they 
had never ſeen or taſted before ; 
and without queſtion, it is ſuch 
an excellent way of curing beef, 
that if I were to be at Madagaſ- 
car again, I would take in a ſuffici- 
ent quantity of beef ſo preſerved, 
to victual the whole ſhip for the 
voyage; and I leave it as a direc- 
tion to all Engliſh ſeamen that 

| have 
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have occaſion to uſe Eaſt India 
voyages. 

I bought afterwards fix hogſ- 
heads of rum of theſe privateers, 
for I found they were very well 
ſtored with liquors, whatever elſe 
they wanted. 

We ſtayed here twelve or four- 
teen days, but took care, by a- 
greement, that our men ſhould ne- 
ver go on ſhore the ſame days that 
their men went on ſhore, or theirs 
when ours went; as well to avoid 
their caballing together, as to avoid 
quarreling; though the latter was 
the pretence. We agreed alſo, not 
to receive on board any of our 
ſhips reſpectively any of the crews 
belonging to the other: And this 
was their advantage, for if we would 
have given way to that, half their 
men, would, for aught I know, 
have come over to us. 

While we lay here, one of them 
went a cruizing, finding the wind 
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fair to run in for the ſhore, and 
in about five days ſhe came back 
with a Spaniſh prize, laden with 
meal, cocoa, and a large quantity 
of biſcuit, ready baked; ſhe was 
bound to Lima, from Baldivia, or 
ſome port nearer; I do not re- 
member exactly, which: The 
had ſome gold on board, but not 
much, and had bought their lad- 
ing at St. Jago. As ſoon as we 
ſaw them coming in with a prize 


in tow, we put out our French 


colours, and gave notice to the 
privateers, that it was for their 
advantage that we did ſo; and fo 
indeed it was, for it would pre- 
ſently have alarmed all the coun. 
try, if ſuch a fleet of privateers 
had appeared on the coaſt. We 
prevailed with them to give us 
thcir Spaniſh priſoners, and to al- 
low us to ſet them on ſhore; I 
having aſſured them I would not 
land them till J came to Baldivia, 


nor 
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nor ſuffer them to have the leaſt 
correſpondence with any body till 
they came thither ; the ſaid Spani- 
ards alſo giving their parole of ho- 
nour, not to give any account of 
their being taken, till fourteen 
days after they were on ſhore. 

This being the fartheſt port 
South which the Spaniards are 
maſters of in Chili, or indeed on 
the whole continent of America, 
they could not deſire me to carry 
them any farther : They allowed 
us a quantity of mea] and cocoa 
out of their booty, for the ſubſiſt- 
ence of the priſoners, and I bought 
a larger quantity beſides, there being 
more than they knew how to ſtow; 
and they did not reſolve to keep 
the Spaniſh ſhip which they took ; 
by this means, I was doubly ſtock- 
ed with flower and bread; but as 
the firſt was very good, and well 
packed in caſks and very good 
jars, it received no injury. 
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We bought alſo ſome of their 


cocoa, and made chocolate till our 
men gorged themſelves with it, and 
would have no more. 

Having furniſhed ourſelves here 
with goats fleſh, as uſual, and tak- 
en in water ſufficient, we left Juan 
Fernandes, and ſaw the cruiſers go 
out the fame tide, they ſteering 
North North Eaſt, and we South 
South Eaſt. They faluted us at 
parting, and we bade them good- 
bye in the ſame language. 

While we were now failing for 
the coaſt of Chili, with fair wind 
and pleaſant weather, my Spaniſh 
doctor came to me, and told me, 
he had a piece of news to acquaint 
me with, which he ſaid, he be- 
lieved would pleaſe me very well; 
and this was, that one of the Span- 
ih pritoners was a planter, as it 1s 
called in the Weſt Indies, or a 
farmer as we ſhould call it in Eng- 
land, of Villa-Rica, a town built 


by 
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by the Spaniards near the foot of 
the Andes, above the town 
of Baldivia; and that he had 
entered into diſcourſe with him 
upon the ſituation of thoſe hills, 
the nature of the ſurface, the ri- 
vers, hollows, paſſages into them, 
&c. whether there were any valleys 
within the hills, of what extent, 
how watered, what cattle, what 
people, how diſpoſed, and the like; 
and, in ſhort, if there was any way 
of paſſing over the Andes, or hills 
above-mentioned ; and he told me, 
in few words, that he found him 
to be a very honeſt, frank, open 
ſort of a perſon, who ſeemed to 
ſpeak without reſerve, without the 
leaſt jealouſy or apprehenſion ; and 
that, he believed I might have an 
ample diſcovery from him of all 
that I defired to know. 

I was very glad of this news; 
and, at my requeſt, it was not ma- 
ny hours before he brought the 


Spaniard 
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Spaniard into the great cabin to 
me, where I treated him very ci- 
villy, and gave him opportunity ſe. 
veral times to ſee himſelf very well 
uſed ; and indeed all the Spaniards 
in the ſhip were very thankful for 
my bringing them out of the hands 
of the privateers, and took all oc- 
caſions to let us ſee it. 

I ſaid little the fart time, but 
diſcourſed in general of America, 
of the greatneſs and opulency of 
the Spaniards there; the infinite 
wealth of the country, &c. and I 
remember well, diſcourſing once of 
the great riches of the Spaniards in 
America, the filver mines of Po- 
toſi, and other places, he turned 
ſhort upon me, ſmiling, and faid, 
we Spaniards are the worſt nation 
in the world that ſuch a treaſure as 
this could have belonged to; for 
if it had fallen into any other hands 
than ours, they would have ſearch- 
ed farther into it before now. 1 


aſked 
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aſked him, what he meant by that? 
and added, I thought they had 
ſearched it thoroughly enough ; for 
that I believed no other nation in the 
world could ever have ſpread ſuch 
vaſt dominions, and planted a coun- 
try of ſuch a prodigious extent ; 
they having not only kept poſleſ- 
fion of it, but maintained the go- 
vernment alſo, and even inhabited 
it, with only a few people. 
Perhaps, ſeignior, ſays he, you 
think, notwithſtanding that opi- 
nion of yours, that we have many 
more people of our nation in New 
Spain than we have. I donot know, 
faid I, how many you may have; 
but if I ſhould believe you have 
as many here as in Old Spain, it 
would be but a few in compariſon 
of the infinite extent of the king 
of Spain's dominions in America. 
And then, replied he, I aſſure you, 
ſeignior, there is not one Spaniard 
to a thouſand acres of land, take 


One 
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one place with another, through. 
out New Spain. 

Very well, ſaid J, then I think 
the riches and wealth of America 
1s very well ſearched, in compari- 
ſon to the number of people you 
have to ſearch after it. No, ſays 
he, it is not neither; for the great- 
eſt number of our people live in 
that part where the wealth is not 
the greateſt ; and where even the 
governor and viceroy, enjoying a 
plentiful and luxurious life, they 
take no thought for the encreaſe, 
either of the king's revenues or the 
national wealth. This he ſpoke of 
the city of Mexico, whoſe great- 
neſs, and the number of its inha- 
bitants, he ſaid, was a diſeaſe to the 
reſt of the body. And what think 
you, ſeignior, ſaid he, that in that 
one city, where there is neither ſil- 
ver nor gold but what is brought 
from the mountains of St. Clara, 
the mines at St. Auguſtine's and 
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our Lady, ſome of which are an 
hundred leagues from it, and yet 
there are more Spaniards in Mexico 
than in both thoſe two prodigious 
empires of Chili and Peru? 

| feemed not to believe him; 
and indeed I did not believe him 
at firſt, till he returned to me with 
a queſtion. Pray, ſeignior Capi- 
tain, ſays he, how many Spaniards 
do you think there may be in this 
vaſt country of Chili? I told him, 
I could make no gueſs of the num- 
bers; but, without doubt, there 
were many thouſands, intimating, 
that I might ſuppoſe near an hun- 
dred thouſand. At which he laugh- 
ed heartily, and aſſured me, that 
there were not above two thouſand 
five hundred in the whole king- 
dom, beſides women and children, 
and ſome few ſoldiers, which they 
looked upon as nothing to inhabi- 
tants, becauſe they were not ſettled 
any where, 


I was 
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I was indeed ſurprized, and be. 
gan to name ſeveral large places, 
which I thought had fingly more 
Spaniards in them than what he 
talked of. He preſently ran over 
ſome of them ; and naming Baldi- 
via firſt, as the moſt Southward, 
he aſked me, how many I thought 
were there? And I told him, about 
three hundred families. He ſmil- 
ed, and aſſured me, there were not 
above three or four and fifty fami- 
lies in the whole place, and about 
twenty - five ſoldiers ; although it 
was a fortification and a frontier, 
At Villa Rica, or the Rich Town, 
where he lived, he ſaid, there might 
be about ſixty families, and a lieu- 
tenant with twenty ſoldiers. Ina 
word, we paſſed over the many pla- 
ces between, and came to the ca- 
pital St. Jago, where after I had 
ſuppoſed there were five thouſand 
Spaniards, he proteſted to me, there 
were not above eight hundred, in- 
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cluding the viceroy's court, and in- 
cluding the families at Valparaiſo, 
which 1s the ſea port, and exclud- 
ing only the ſoldiers, which, as he 
ſaid, being the capital of the whole 
kingdom, might be about two hun- 
dred, and excluding the religious, 
who, he added, laughing, fignified 
nothing to the planting a country, 
for they neither cultivated the land 
nor increaſed the people. 

Our doctor, who was our inter- 
preter, ſmiled at this, but merrily 
laid, that was very true, or ought 
to be ſo; intimating, that though 
the prieſts do not cultivate the 
land, yet they might chance to in- 
creaſe the people a little; but that 
was by the way. As to the num- 
ber of inhabitants at St. Jago, the 
doctor agreed with him, and ſaid, 
he believed he had ſaid more than 
there were, rather than leſs. 

As to the kingdom or empire of 
Peru, in which there are many 

conſider - 
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conſiderable citics and places of 
note, ſuch as Lima, Quitto, Cuſ- 
co la Plata, and others; there are 
beſides, a great number of towns 
on the ſea coaſts, ſuch as port A- 
rica, St. Miguel, Prayta, Guya- 
quil, Truxillo, and many others. 
He anſwered that it was true, 
that the city of Lima, with 
the town of Callao, was much 
increaſed within a few years ; and 
particularly of late, by the ſettling 
of between three and four hundred 
French there, who came by the 
king of Spain's licence; but that 
before the coming of thoſe gen- 
tlemen, at which he ſhook his 
head, the country was richer, tho' 
the inhabitants were not ſo many; 
and that, take it as it was now, 
there could not be reckoned above 
fifteen hundred families of Spani- 
ards, excluding the ſoldiers and 
the clergy, which, as above, he 
reckoned 
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reckoned nothing as to the plant- 
ing of the country. 

We came then to diſcourſe of 
the ſilver mines at Potoſi, and here 
he ſuppoſed, as I did alſo, a very 
great number of people; but Seig- 
nior, ſays he, what people is it 
you are ſpeaking of? There are 
many thouſands of ſervants, but 
few maſters ; there is a garriſon 
of four hundred ſoldiers, always 
kept in arms and in good order, 
to ſecure the place, and keep the 
negros and criminals who work 
in the mines in ſubjection; but, 
that there were not beſides five 
hundred Spaniards, that is to fay 
men, in the whole place and its 
adjacents. So that in ſhort, he 
would not allow above ſeven 
thouſand Spaniards in the whole 
empire of Peru, and two thouſand 
five hundred in Chili; at the ſame 
time allowing twice as many as 


both 
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both theſe in the city of Mexico 


only. 
After this diſcourſe was over, 
I aſked him what he inferred from 
it, as to the wealth of the coun- 
try not being diſcovered ? He anſ- 
wered, it was evident that it was 
for want of people that the wealth 
of the country lay hid; that there 
was infinitely more lay unenquired 
after, than had yet been known; 
that there were ſeveral mountains 
in Peru equally rich in ſilver with 
that of Potoſi; and as for Chili, 
ſays he, and the country where 
we live, there is more gold at this 
time in the mountains of the An- 
des, and more eaſy to come at, 
than in all the world beſides: Nay, 
ſays he, with ſome paſſion, there 
is more gold every year waſhed 
down out of the Andes of Chili 
into the ſea and loſt there, than 
all the riches that go from New 
Spain 
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Spain to Europe in twenty years 
amount to. 

This diſcourſe fired my ĩimagina- 
tion, you may be ſure, and I re- 
newed it upon all occaſions, takin 
more or leſs time every day to talk 
with this Spaniard upon the ſubject 
of cultivation of the lands, im- 
provement of the country, and the 
like; always making ſuch enquiries 
into the ſtate of the mountains of 
the Andes, as beſt ſuited my pur- 
poſe, but yet ſo as not to give him 
the leaſt intimation of my deſign. 

One day, converſing with him 
again about the great riches of the 
country, and of the mountains and 
rivers, as above, I aſked him, that 
ſeeing the place was ſo rich, why 
were they not all princes, or as 
rich as princes, who dwelt there ? 
He ſhook his head, and faid, it 
was a great reproach upon them 
many ways; and when I preſſed 
him to explain himſelf, he anſ- 

wered, 
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wered, it was occaſioned by two 
things, namely, pride and ſloth.— 
Seignior, ſays he, we have ſo much 
pride that we have no avarice, and 
we do not covet enough to make 
us work for it. We walk about 
ſometimes, ſays he, on the banks 
of the ſtreams that come down 
from the mountains, and if we ſee 
a bit of goid lie on the ſhore, it 
may be we will vouchſafe to lay off 
our cloak and ſtep forward to take 
it up; but if we were ſure to car- 
ry home as much as we could ſtand 
under, we would not ſtrip and go 
to work in the water, to waſh it 
out of the ſand ; or take the pains 
to get it together ; nor, perhaps, 
dithonour ourſelves ſo much as to 
be ſeen carrying a load, no, not for 
all the value of the gold itſelf. 

I laughed then indeed, and told 
him, he was diſpoſed to jeſt with 
his countrymen, or to ſpeak ironi- 
cally ; meaning, that they did not 

take 
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take ſo much pains as was requir- 
ed, to make them effectually rich; 
but that, I ſuppoſed, he would 
not have me underſtand him as he 
ſpoke. He ſaid, I might under- 
ſtand as favourably as I pleaſed, 
but I ſhould find the fact to be 
true, if I would go up with him 
to Villa Rica, when I came to Bal- 
divia; and with that, he made his 
compliment to me, and invited me 
to his houſe. 

I aſked him with a con licentia, 
Seignior, that is, with pardon for 
o much freedom, that if he lived 
in ſo rich a country, and where 
there was ſo inexhauſtible a trea- 
fare of gold, how he came to fall 
into this ſtate of captivity ? and 
what made him venture himſelf 
upon the ſea to fall into the hands 
of pirates ? 

He anſwered, that it was on the 
very foot of what he had bzen com- 


plaining of; and that having ſeen 
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ſo much of the wealth of the coun- 
try he lived in, and having re- 
proached himſelf with that very 
indolence which he now blamed all 
his countrymen for, he had reſolv- 
ed, in conjunction with two of his 
neighbours the Spaniards, and men 
of good ſubſtance, to ſet to work 
in a place in the mountains where 
they had found ſome gold, and had 
ſeen much waſhed down by the 
water, and to find what might be 
done in a thorough ſearch after the 
fund or mine of it, which they 
were ſure was not far of; and that 
he was going to Lima, and from 
thence if he could not be ſupplied, 
to Panama, to buy negroes for the 
work, that they might carry it on 
with the better ſucceſs. 

This was a feeling diſcourſe to 
me, and made ſuch an impreſſion 
on me, that I ſecretly reſolved, 
that when I came to Baldivaa, I 
would go up with this ſincere Spa- 
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niard (for fo I thought him to be, 
and ſo I found him) and would be 
an eye-witnels to the diſcovery, 
which I thought was made to my 
hand, and which I found now, 
I could make more effectual than 
by all the attempts I was like to 
make by ſecond hand. 

From this time I treated the 
Spaniard with more than ordinary 
courteſy, and told him, if I was 
not captain of a great ſhip, and 
had a cargo upon me of other 
gentlemens eſtates, he had faid 
ſo much of thoſe things, that 
I ſhould be tempted to give him a 
viſit, as he deſired, and ſee thoſe 
wonderful mountains of the An- 
des. 

He told me, that if I would do 
him ſo much honour, I ſhould not 
be obliged to any long ſtay; that 
he would procure mules for me at 
Baldivia, and that I ſhould go not 
to his houſe only, but to the moun- 
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tain itſelf, and ſee all that I deſir- 


ed, and be back again in fourteen 
days at the fartheſt. I ſhook my head, 
as if it could not be, but he never 
left importuning me; and once or 
twice, as if I had been afraid to 
venture myſelf with him, he told 
me, he would ſend for his two 
tons, and leave them in the ſhip 
as hoſtages for my ſafety. 

I wes fully ſatisfied as to that 
point, but did not let him know 
my mind yet; but every day we 
dwelt upon the ſame ſubject, and 
I travelled through the mountains 
and valleys fo duely in every day's 
diſcourſe with him, that when I 
afterwards came to the places we 
had talked of, it was as if I had 
looked over them in a map be- 
fore. 

I aſked him, if the Andes were 
a mere wall of mountains, conti- 

uous and without intervals and 
ſpaces like a fortification or boun- 
| dary 
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dary to a country? Or, whether 
they lay promiſcuous and diſtant 
from one another ? And, whether 


there lay any way over them into 
the country beyond ? 


He ſmiled when J talked of go- 
ing over them: he told me, they 
were ſo infinitely high, that no 
human creature could live upon 
the top; and withal ſo ſteep and 
0 frightful, that if there was even 
a pair of ſtairs up on one ide, 
and down on the other, no man 
would dare to mount up, or ven- 
ture down. 

But that, as for the notion of 
the hills being contiguous, like a 
wall that had no gates, that was all 
fabulous; that there were ſeveral 
fair entrances in among the moun- 
tains, and large, pleafant and fruit- 
ful valleys among the hills, with 
pleaſant rivers and numbers of in- 
habitants, and cattle and proviſions 
of all forts; and that ſome of the 
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tain itſelf, and ſee all that I deſir- 


cd, and be back again in fourteen 
days at the fartheſt. I ſhook my head, 
as if it could not be, but he never 
left importuning me; and once or 
twice, as if I had been afraid to 
venture myſelf with him, he told 
me, he would ſend for his two 
tons, and leave them in the ſhip 
as hoſtages for my ſafety. 

I wes fully ſatisfied as to that 
point, but did not let him know 
my mind yet; but every day we 
dwelt upon the ſame ſubje&, and 
I travelled through the mountains 
and valleys fo duely in every day's 
diſcourſe with him, that when 1 
afterwards came to the places we 
had talked of, it was as if I had 
looked over them in a map be- 
fore. 

I aſked him, if the Andes were 
a mere wall of mountains, conti- 
guous and without intervals and 
ſpaces like a fortification or boun- 
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dary to a country? Or, whether 
they lay promiſcuous and diſtant 
from one another? And, whether 


there lay any way over them into 
the country beyond? 


He ſmiled when 1 talked of go- 
ing over them: he told me, they 
were ſo infinitely high, that no 
human creature could live upon 
the top; and withal ſo ſteep and 
o frightful, that if there was even 
a pair of ſtairs up on one ſide, 
and down on the other, no man 
would dare to mount up, or ven- 
ture down. 

But that, as for the notion of 
the hills being contiguous, like a 
wall that had no gates, that was all 
fabulous; that there were ſeveral 
fair entrances in among the moun- 
tains, and large, pleafant and fruit- 
ful valleys among the hills, with 
pleaſant rivers and numbers of in- 
habitants, and cattle and proviſions 
of all forts; and that ſome of the 


K 3 moſt 
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moſt delightful places to live in, 
that were in the whole world, 
were among the valleys, in the 
very center of the higheſt and moſt 
dreadful mountains, 

Well, ſaid I, Seignior, but how 
do they go out ct one valley into 
another? And whither do they go 
at laſt? He anſwered me, thoſe 
valleys are always full of pleaſant 
rivers and brooks, which fall from 
the hills, and are formed generally 
into one principal ſtream to every 
vale; and that as theſe muſt have 
their outlets on one ſide of the 
hills, or on the other, ſo following 
the courſe of thoſe ſtreams, one 1s 
always ſure to find the way out of 
one valley into another, and at laſt, 
'out of the whole into the open 
country; ſo that it was very fre- 
quent to paſs from one ſide to 
the other of the whole body of 
the mountains, and not go much 
higher up hill or down hill, com- 


pared to the hills in other places. 
It 
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It was true, he ſaid, there was no 
abrupt viſible parting in the moun- 
tains, that ſhould ſeem like a way 
cut through from the bottom to 
the top, which would be, indeed, 
frightful; but that as they paſs 
from ſome of the valleys to others, 
there are aſcents and deſcents, wind- 
ings and turnings, ſlopeing up, and 
ſlopeing down, where we may ſtand 
on thole little. ridges, and ſee the 
waters on one fide run to the Weſt, 
and on the other fide, to the Eaſt. 
I aſked him, what kind of a 
country was on the other ide? 
and how long time it would take 
up to go through from one ſide to 
the other? He told me, there were 
ways, indeed, that were more 
mountainous and uneaſy, in which 
men kept upon the ſides or decli- 
vity of the hills; in which the 
natives would go, and guide others 
to go, and ſo might paſs the whole 
ridge of the Andes in eight or nine 
K 4 days ; 
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days; but that thoſe ways were 
eſteemed very diſmal, lonely and 
dangerous, becauſe of wild beatts ; 
but that through the valleys, the 
way was eaſy and pleaſant, and per- 
fectly ſafe, only farther about; and 
that thoſe ways a man might be 
Pxteen or ſcventeen days going 
through. 

1 laid up all this in my heart, 
to make uſe of as I ſhould have oc- 
caſion; but I acknowledged, that 
it was ſurprizing to me, as it was ſo 
perfectly agreeing with the notion 
that I always entertained of thoſe 
mountains, of the riches of them, 
the facility of acceſs to and from 
them, and the eaſy paſſage from one 
ice to another. 

The next diſcourſe I had with 
him upon this ſubjet, I began 
thus; Well, Seignior, ſaid I, we are 
now come quite through the val- 
leys and paſlages of the Andes, and, 
methinks, I ſee a vaſt open country 
before 
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before me on the other fide; pray 
tell me, have you ever been ſo far 
as to look into that part of the 
world, and what kind of a country 
it is? 

He anſwered gravely, that he 
had been far enough ſeveral times, 
to look at a diſtance into the valt. 
country I ſpoke of; and ſuch in- 
deed it is, ſaid he; and as we 
come upong the riſing part of the 
hills, we ſee a great way, and a 
country without end; but as to 
any deſcriptions of it, I can fay 
but little, added he, only this, that 
it is a very fruitful country on that 
fide next the hills: What it is far- 
ther, I know not. 

I aſked him, if there were any 
conſiderable rivers in it? and-which: 
way they generally run? He ſaid, 
it could not be, but that from frets 
a ridge of mountains as the Andes, 
there muſt be a- great many rivers 
on that ſide, as there were ap- 

| UE x parently; 
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parently on this; and that, as the 
country was infinitely larger, and 
their courſe, in proportion longer, 
it would neceſſarily follow, that 
thoſe ſmall rivers would run one 
into another, and ſo form great 
navigable rivers, as was the caſe 
in the Rio de la Plata, which ori- 
ginally ſprung from the ſame hills, 
about the city La Plata in Peru, 
and {wallowing up all the ſtreams 
of leſs note, became, by the mere 
length of its courſe, one of the 
greateſt rivers in the world : That, 
as he obſerved, moſt of thoſe rivers 
ran rather South Eaſtward, than 
Northward, he believed they ran 
away to the ſea, a great way far- 
ther to the South, than the Rio de 
la Plata; but as to what part of 
the coaſt they might come to the 
fea in, that he knew nothing of. 
This account was fo rational, 
that nothing could be more; and 
was indeed, extremely ſatisfactory. 
It 
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It was allo very remarkable, that 
this agreed exactly with the ac- 
counts before given me by the 
two Chilian Indians, or natives, 
which I had on board, and with 
whom I ſtill continued to diſcourſe 
as Occaſion preſented ; but whom 
at this time, I removed into the 
Madagaſcar ſhip, to make room for 
theſe Spaniſh priſoners. 

I obſerved the Spaniard was made 
very ſenſible by my doctor of the 
obligation both he and his fellow- 
priſoners were under to me, in my 
perſuading the privateers to ſet them 
at liberty, and in undertaking to 
carry them home to that part of 
Spain from whence they came; for 
as they had loſt their cargo, their 
voyage ſeemed to be at an end. 'The 
ſenſe of the favour, I fay, which I 
had done him, and was ſtill doing 
him, in the civil treatment which 
I gave him, made this gentleman, 
for ſuch he was in himſelf, and in 

K 6 his 
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his diſpoſition, whatever he was by 
family, for that I knew nothing of; 
I ſay, it made him exceeding im- 
portunate with me, and with my 
doctor, who ſpoke Spaniſh perfectly 
well, to go with him to Villa Rica. 
I made him no promiſe, but 
talked at a diſtance; 1 told him, if 
he had lived by the ſea, and I could 
have ſailed to his door in my ſhip, 
1 would have made him a vitit. He 
returned, that he wiſhed he could 
make the river of Baldivia naviga- 
ble for me, that I might bring my 
ſhip up to his door, and he would 
venture to ſay, that neither I, nor 
any of my ſhip's company, ſhould 
ſtarve while we were with him. In 
the interval of theſe diſcourſes, 1 
aſked my doctor his opinion, whe- 
ther he thought I might truſt this 
Spaniard, if I had a mind to go up 
and fee the country for a few days? 
Seignior, ſays he, the Spaniards 
are, in {ome refpects, the worſt na- 
tion. 
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tion under the ſun; they are cruel, 
inexorable, uncharitable, voracious, 
and, in ſeveral caſes, treacherous ; 
but in two things, they are to be 
depended upon beyond all the na- 
tions in the world; that is to ſay, 
when they give their honour to per- 
form any thing; and when they 
have a return to make for any fa- 
vour received: and. here he enter- 
tained me with. :a long ftory of a 
merchant of Carthagena, who, in a 
ſloop, was ſhipwrecked at ſea, and 
was taken up by an Engliſh mer- 
chant, on board a ſhip bound to 
London from Barbadoes, or ſome 
other of our iſlands; that the Eng- 
liſh merchant, meeting another 
Engliſh ſhip bound to Jamaica, 
put the Spaniſh merchant on board 
him, paid him for his paſſage, and 
deſired him to ſet him on ſhore on 
the Spaniſh coaſt, as near to Car- 
thagena as he could. This Spaniſh 
me:chant. could never reſt. till he 


found. 
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found means to ſhip himſelf from 
Carthagena to the Havanah, on the 
galleons; from thence to Cadiz in 
Old Spain; and from thence to 
London, to find out the Englith 
merchant, and make him a preſent 
to the value of a thouſand piſtoles, 
for ſaving his life, and for his civi- 
lity in returning him to Jamaica, 
&c. Whether the ſtory was true or 
not, his inference from it was juſt, 
namely, that a Spaniard never for- 
got a kindneſs ; but take it withal, 
ſays the doctor, that I believe it is 
as much the effect of their pride, 
as of their virtue; for at the ſame 
time, ſaid he, they never forget an 
i turn, any more than they do a 
good one; and they frequently in- 
tail their enmities on their fam1- 
lies, and proſecute the revenge from 
one generation to another; ſo that 


the heir has, with the eſtate of his 


anceſtors, all the family broils upon 
his hands as he comes to his eſtate. 
From 
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From all this he inferred, that as 
this Spaniard found himſelf fo very 
much obliged to me, I might de- 
pend upon it, that he had ſo much 
pride in him, that if he could pull 
down the Andes for me to go 
through, and I wanted it, he 
would do it for me; and that no- 
thing would be a greater ſatisfac- 
tion to him, than to find ſome way 
or other how to requite me. 

All theſe diſcourſes ſhortened our 
voyage, and we arrived fair and 
ſoftly (for it was very good wea- 
ther, and little wind) at Tucapel, 
or the river Imperial, within ten 
leagues of Baldivia, that is to ſay, 
of Cape Bonifacio, which is the 
North point of the entrance into 
the river of Baldivia; and here I 
took one of the moſt unaccounta- 
ble, and I mult needs acknowledge, 
unjuſtifiable reſolutions, that ever 
any commander intruſted with a 


ſhip of ſuch force, and a cargo of 
ſuch 
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ſuch conſequence, adventured up- 
on before; and which I, by no 
means, recommend to any com- 
mander of any ſhip to imitate; and 
this was, to venture up into the 
country above one hundred and 
fifty miles from my ſhip, leaving 
the ſucceſs of the whole voyage, 
the eſtates of my employers, and 
the richeſt ſhip and cargo, that 
ever came out of thoſe ſeas, to the 
care and fidelity of two or three 
men. Such was the unſatisfied 
thirſt of new diſcoveries, which [I 
brought out of England with me, 
and which I nouriſhed at all ha- 
zards, to the end of the voy- 
age. 

However, though I condemn 
myſelf in the main, for the raſh- 
neſs of the undertaking, yet let 
me do myſelf fo much juſtice, as 
to leave it on record too, that I 
did not run this riſque without all 
needful. 
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needſul precautions for the fafety 
of the ſhip and cargo. 

And firſt, I found out a ſafe 
place for the ſhips to ride; and 
this, neither in the river of Tuca- 
pel, nor in the river of Baldivia, 
but in an opening or inlet of water 
without a name, about a league to 
the South of Tucapel, embayed 
and ſecured from almoſt all the 
winds that could blow: Here the 
ſhips lay eaſy, with water enough, 
having about eleven fathoms good 
holding ground, and about half a 
league from ſhore. 

| left the Supercargo and my 
chief mate, alſo a kinſman of m 
own, a true ſailor, who had been a 
midſhipman, but was now a lieute- 
nant: I ſay, to thoſe J left the 
command of both my ſhips, but 
with expreſs orders not to ſtir, 
nor unmoor, upon any account 
whatever, unavoidable accidents ex- 
cepted, until my return; or until, 


if 
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if I ſhould dic, they ſhould hear 
of that event; no, though they 
were to ſtay there fix months, for 
they had proviſions enough, and an 
exccllent place for watering lay juſt 
by them ; and I made all the men 
{wear to me, that they would make 
no mutiny or diſorder, but obey my 
ſaid Kinſman in one ſhip, and the 
Supercargo in the other, 1n all 
things, except removing from that 
place; and that if they ſhould 
command them to ſtir from thence, 
they would not ſo much as touch a 

{ail or a rope for the purpoſe. 
When I had made all theſe con- 
ditions, and told my men, that the 
deſign I went upon was for the 
good of their voyage, for the fer- 
vice of the owners, and ſhould, it 
it ſucceeded, be for all their ad- 
vantages, I aſked them if they were 
all willing I ſhould go? To which 
they all anſwered, that they were 
very willing, and would take the 
ſame 
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ſame care of the ſhips, and of all 
things belonging to them, as it 1 
were on board. This encouraged 
me greatly, and I now reſolved no- 
thing thould hinder me. 

Having thus concluded every 
thing, then, and not till then, [ 
told my Spaniard, that I had al- 
moſt reſolved to go along with 
him; at which he appeared exceed- 
ingly pleaſed, and indeed, in a ſur- 
prize of joy. I ſhould have faid, 
that before I told him this, I had 
ſet all the reſt of the priſoners on 
ſhore, at their own requeſt, juſt 
between the port of Tucapel and 
the bay of the Conception, except- 
ing two men, Who, as he told me, 
lived in the open country beyond 
Baldivia, and, as he obſerved, were 
very glad to be ſet on ſhore with 
him, to to travel home, having loſt 
what little they had in the ſhip, 
and to whom he communicated 
nothing of the diſcourſe we had fo 

frequently 
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trequently held, concerning the af- 
tair of the mountains. 

I alto diſmiſſed now the two 
Chilian Indians, but not without a 
very good reward, proportioned to 
not their trouble and time only, 
but proportioned to what J ſeem- 
ed to expect ot them, and filling 
them ſtill with expectations, that 
I would come again, and take a 
journey with them into the moun- 
tains. 

And now it became neceſſary, 
that I ſhould uſe the utmoſt free- 
dom with my new friend the Spa- 
niard, being, as I told him, to put 
my life in his hands, and the proſ- 
perity of my whole adventure, both 
thip and ſhip's company. 

He told me, he was ſenſible that 
I did put my life into his hands, 
and that it was a very great token 
of my confidence in him, even ſuch 
a one, that he, being a ſtranger to 
me, had no reaſon to expect; but 

he 
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he deſired me to conſider, that he 
was a Chriſtian—not a ſavage; that 
he was one, I had laid the higheſt 
obligation upon, in voluntarily tak- 
ing him out of the hands of the 
freebooters, where he might have 
loit his life. And, in the next 
place, he ſaid, it was ſome recom- 
mendation, that he was a gen- 
tleman, and that I ſhould find him 
to be a man of honour; and, 
laſtly, that it did not appear, that 
he could make any advantage of 
me, or that he could get any thing 
by uſing me ill; and if even that 
was no argument, yet I ſhould 
find, when I came to his houſe, 
that he was not in a condition to 
want any thing, that might be 
gained, to much as to procure it 
by ſuch a piece of villany and 
treachery, as to betray and deſtroy 
the man who had faved his life, 
and brought him out of the hands 
of the devil, ſafe to his country 


and 
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and family, when he might have 
been carried away, God knows whi- 
ther. But, to conclude all, he de- 
fired me to accept the offer he had 
made me at ſea (viz.) That he 
would ſend for his two ſons, and 
leave them on board the ſhip as 
hoſtages for my ſafety, and deſired 
they might be uſed on board no 
otherwiſe than I was uſed with him 
in the country. 

I was aſhamed to accept ſuch an 
offer as this; but he preſſed it ear- 
neſtly, and importuned the doctor 
to move me to accept it, telling 
him, that he ſhould not be eaſy if 
I did not; ſo, that, in ſhort, the 
doctor adviſed me to agree to it; 
and accordingly he hired a meſſen- 
ger and a mule, and ſent away for 
his two ſons to come to him; and 
ſuch expedition the meſſenger made, 
that in ſix days he returned with 
the two ſons, and three ſervants, 
all on horſeback, His two ſons 


were 
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were very pretty well, behaved 
youths, who appeared to be gen- 
tlemen in their very countenances ; - 
the eldeſt was about thirteen years 
old, and the other about eleven. 
] treated them on board, as I had 
done their father, with all poſſible 
reſpect; and having entertained 
them two days, left order, that 
they ſhould be treated in the ſame 
manner when I was gone; and to 
this I added aloud (that their fa- 
ther might hear it) that whenever 
they had a mind to go away, they 

ſhould let them go: But their fa- 
ther laid a great many ſolemn 
charges upon them, that the 

ſhould not ſtir out of the ſhip till 
I came back ſafe; and that I gave 
them leave; and he made them 
promiſe, that they would not ; and 
the young gentlemen kept their 
word ſo punctually, that when our 
ſupercargo, whom I left in com 
mand, offered to let them go on 


ſhore 


— —ũ— —— — > 
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thore ſeveral times, to divert them 
with ſhooting and hunting, they 
would not ſtir out of the ſbip, and 
did not, till I came back again. 
Having gone this length, and 
made every thing ready for my ad- 
venture, we ſet out, viz. Captain 
Merlotte, the Spaniſh doctor, the 
old mutineer who had been my ſe- 
cond mate, but who was now cap- 
tain of the Madagaſcar ſhip, and 
myſelf, with two midſhip-men, 
whom we took as ſervants, but 
whom I reſolved to make the di- 
rectors of the main enterprize. As 
to the number, I found my Spa- 
niard made no ſcruple of that, it 
it had been half my ſhip's com- 
pany. | 
We ſet out, ſome on horſes, and 
ſome on mules, as we could get 
them, but the Spaniard and myſelf 
rode on two very good horfes, be- 
ing the ſame that his two ſons 
came on. We arrived at a nobie 
country 
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country feat about a league ſhort 
of the town, where, at firſt, I 
thought we had been only to put 
in for refreſhment; but I foon 
found, that it was really his dwel- 
ling-houſe, and where his family 
and ſervants reſided. 

Here we were received like 
princes, and with as much -cere- 
mony as if he had been a prince 
that entertained us: The major 
domo, or ſteward of his houſe, 
received us, took in our baggage, 
and ordered our two ſervants to be 
taken care of. | 

It is ſufficient to ſay, that the 
Spaniard did all that pride and oſ- 
tentation was capable of inſpiring 
him with, to entertain us; .and the 
truth is, he could not have lived in 
a country in the world more capa- 
ble of gratifying his pride; for 
here, without any thing uncom- 
mon, he was able to ſhew more 
gold plate, than many good fami- 

VOL. IK L lies, 
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lies, in our country, have of ſilver ; 
and as for ſil ver, it quite eclipſed 
the appearance, or rather took a- 
way the very uſe of pewter, of 
which, we did not ſee one veſſel, 
no, not in the meaneſt part of his 
houſe: It is true, I believe, the 
Spaniard had not a piece of plate, 
or of any houſhold furniture, which 
we did not ſee, except what be- 
longed to the apartment of his 
wife; and it is to be obſerved, 
that the women never appeared, 
except at a diſtance, and in the 
gardens, and then being under 
veils, we could not know the 
lady from her women, or the maids 
from the miſtreſs, 

We were lodged every one in 
ſeparate apartments, very well fur- 
niſhed, but two of them very nobly 
indeed; though all the materials 
for furniture muſt be there at an 
excefſive price. The way of lodg- 
ing upon quilts, and in beds, made 

pavillion- 
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pavillion-wiſe, after the Spaniſh 
cuſtom, 1 need not deſcribe; but 
it ſurprized me to ſee the rooms 
hung with very rich tapeſtries, in 
a part of the world where they 
muſt coſt ſo dear. 

We had Chilian wine ſerved us 
up in round gold cups, and water 
in large ſilver decanters, that held, 


at leaſt, five quarts a piece; theſe 


ſtood in our chamber. Our cho- 
colate was brought us up in the 
ſame manner, in deep cups, all of 
gold, and it was made in veſlels all 
of ſilver. 

It would be tireſome to the rea- 
der to particularize my account 
with the relation of all the fine 
things our hoſt had in his houſe, 
and I could not be perſuaded, but 
that he had borrowed all the plate 
in the town to furniſh out his fide- 
board and table; but my doctor 
told me, it was nothing but what 
was very uſual among them that 

L 2 were 
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were men of any ſubſtance, as it 
was apparent he was; and that the 
ſilver-ſmiths at St. Jago ſupplied 
them generally with their plate 
ready wrought in exchange (with 
allowance for the quality) for the 
gold which they found in the 
mountains, or in the brooks and 
ſtreams which came from the 
mountains, into which the haſty 
ſhowers of winter rain frequently 
waſhed down pretty large lumps ; 
and others, which were ſmaller, 
they waſhed out of the ſands by 
the ordinary methods of waſhing 
of ore. | 

] was detter ſatisfied in this par- 
ticular, when, the next day, talk- 
ing to our new landlord about the 
mountains, and the wealth of them; 
T aſked him, if he could ſhew me 
any of the gold which was uſually 
waſhed ont of the hills by the rain, 
in the natural figure in which it 
was found? He ſmilcd, and told 


me 
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me he could ſhew me a little, and 
immediately conducted us into a 
kind of a cloſet, where he had a 
great variety of odd things gather- 
cd up about the mountains and. 
rivers; ſuch as fine ſhells, ſtones 
in the form of ſtars, heavy pieces 
of ore, and the like; and after this, 
he pulled out a great leather bag, 
which had, I believe, near fifty 
pounds weight in it; here, Seignior, 
ſays he, here is ſome of the dirt of 
the earth, and turning it out upon 
the table, it was eaſy to ſee that it 
was all mixed with gold, though 
the pieces were of different forms, 
and ſome ſcarce looking like gold 
at all, being ſo mixed with the 
ſpar, or with earth, that it did not 
appear ſo plain; but in every bit, 

there was ſomething of the clear | 
gold to be ſeen, and the ſmaller 

the lumps, the purer the gold ap- 


peared. 
23 IL was 
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I was ſurprized at the quantity, 
more than at the quality of the 
metal, having, as I have ſaid, ſeen 
the gold which the Indians found 
in the countrics I have deſcribed, 
which ſeemed to have little or no 
mixture; but then I was to have 
conſidered, that what thoſe Indi- 
ans gathered, was further from the 
hills which it came from, and that 
thoſe rough, irregular pieces would 
not drive ſo far in the water, but 
would lodge themſelves in the earth 
and ſand of the rivers nearer home; 
and alſo that the Indians, not know- 
ing how to ſeparate the gold by firs 
from the droſs and mixture above, 
did not think thoſe rough pieces 
worth their taking up, whereas the 
Spaniards here underſtood much 
better, what they were about. 

But to return to the cloſet. When 
he had ſhewn us this leather pouch 
of gold, he ſwept the ore to one 
ide of the table, which had ledges 

round 
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round it, to keep it from running 
off, and took up another bag full 
of large pieces of ſtone, great lumps 
of earth, and pieces of various 
ſhapes, all of which had ſome gold 
in them, but not to be gotten out 
but by fire: Theſe, he told us, 
their fervants bring home as they 
find them in the mountains, lying 
looſe here and there, when they go 
after their cattle. 

But {till I aſked him, if they 
found no pieces of pure gold? upon 
this, he turned to a great old cabi- 
net full of pretty large drawers, 
and pulling out one drawer, he 
ſhewed us a ſurprizing number of 
pieces, of pure clean gold, ſome 
round, ſome long, ſome flat, ſome 
thick, all of irregular ſhapes, and 
worked roundiſh at the ends, with 
rolling along on the ſands; ſome 
of theſe weighed a quarter of an 
ounce, ſome more, and ſome leſs, 


and as I lifted the drawer, I thought 
L 4 there 
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there could not be leſs than he- 
tween twenty and thirty. pounds 
weight of it. 

Then he pulled out another 
Adrawer, which was almoſt full of 
the ſame kind of metal, but as 
mall as ſand, the biggeſt not fo big 
as pins heads, and which might 
very properly be called gold duſt. 

After this fight we were not to 
be ſurprized at any thing he could 
ſhew us of the kind. I aſked him, 
how long ſuch a treaſure might be 
amaſſing together in that country ? 
He told me, that was according to 
the pains they might take in the 
ſearch; that he had been twelve 
years here, and had done little or 
nothing; but had he had twenty 
negroes to have ſet on work, as he 
might have had, he might have 
procured more than this in one 
year. I aſked him, how much 
gold in weight he thought there 
might be in all he had ſhewn - ? 

TE 1 e 
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He told me, he could not tell; 
that they never troubled. themſelves. 
to weigh, but. when the ſilver- 
ſmith at St. Jago came to bring. 
home any veſſel, or, when the 
merchants from Lima came to- 
Baldivia with. European goods,, 
then they bought what they want- 
ed of them;, that. they were. ſen- 
ible they gave exceflive prices: for 
every thing, even ten or twenty: for 
one: But as gold, he ſaid, was the 
growth of that country, and the: 
other things, ſuch as cloth, linen, 
fine ſilks, &c. were the gold of 
Europe, they did not think much. 
to. give what was aſked for thoſe: 
things. In ſhort, I found, that: 
the people in this country,. though: 
they kept large plantations in their: 
hands, had great numbers of cattle,. 
ingenios, as they. call them,. for- 
making ſugar, and land, under 
management, for the maintegance. 
of themſelves and families; yet did: 

L 5 not 
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not wholly negle& the getting gold 


out of the mountains, where it was 
in ſuch plenty; and therefore it 
ſeems the town adjacent 1s called 
Villa Rica, or The Rich Town, 

eing ſeated, as it were, at the foot 
of the mountains, and in the richeſt 
part of them. 

After J had ſufficiently admired 
the vaſt quantity of gold he had, he 
made ſigns to the doctor, that J 
ſhould take any piece or any quan- 
tity that I pleaſed; but thought, 
I might take it as an affront, to 
have him offer me any particular 
fmall parcel. The doctor hinted 
It to me, and I bade him return 
him thanks; but to let him know, 
that I would by na means have any 
of that, but that I would be glad 
to take up a piece or two, ſuch as 
chance ſhould preſent to me in the 
mountains; that J might ſhew in 
my own country, and tell. them, 
that 1 took it up with my own 
N Ming hands: 
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hands: He anſwered, he would go 
with me himſelf; and doubted not, 
but to carry me where I ſhould 
fully ſatisfy my curioſity, if I would 
be content to climb a little among 
the rocks. 

I now began to ſee plainly, that 
I had no manner of need to have 
taken his ſons for hoſtages, for my 
fafety; and would fain have ſent 
for them back again; but he would 
by no means give me leave; fol was 
obliged to give that over. A day 
or two after, I deſired he would give 
me leave to fend for one perſon 
more from the ſhips, who. I had a 
great mind ſhould fee the country 
with me, and to ſend for ſome few 
things that I ſhould want, and, 
withal, to fatisfy my men, that 1 
wasNate and well. 

This he conſented to; fo I fent 
away one of the two mid{hipmen, 
whom I called my fervants, and 
with him two ſervants of the Spa- 

L 6 niard, 
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niard, my landlord, as I ſtyled him, 


with four mules and two horſes : 
] gave my midſhipman my orders 
and directions under my hand, to 
my ſupercargo what to do; for I 
was reſolved to be even with my 
Spaniard for all his good uſage of 
me. The midſhipman and his two 
companions did not return in leſs 
than ten days, for they came back 
pretty well laden, and were obliged 
to come all the way on foot. 

The whole of this time, my 
landlord and I ſpent in ſurveying 
the country, and viewing his plan- 
tation. As for the city of Villa 
Rica, it was not the moſt proper 
to go there in public; and the doc- 
tor knew that as well as the Spa- 
niard; and therefore, though we 
went ſeveral times incognito, yet it 
was of no conſequence to me, nei- 
ther did. I deſire it. 

One night. I had a very ſtrange 
fright here, and behaved myſelf 


wy 
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very much like a ſimpleton about it : 
The caſe was this. I waked in the 
middle of the night, and chancing 
to open my eyes, I ſaw a great 
light of fire, which to me ſeemed 
as if the houſe, or ſome part of it 
had been on fire. I, as if I had 
been at Wapping or Rothethith, 
where people are always terrified 
with ſuch things, jumped out of 
bed, and called my friend captain. 
Merlotte, and cried out fire, fire! 
The firſt thing I ſhould have 
thought of, on this occaſion, ſhould. 
have been, that the Spaniard did 
not underſtand what the words fire, 
fire! meant; and, that if I expect- 
ed they thould underſtand me, I 

{ſhould have cried fuego, fuego! 
However, Captain Merlotte got 
up, and my Madagaſcar Captain, 
for we all lay near one ancther, 
and with the noiſe they waked the 
whole houſe; and my landlord, as 
he afterwards confeſſed, began to 
ſuſpect 


z 
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ſuſpect ſome miſchief; his ſteward 


having come to his chamber door, 
and told him, that the ſtrangers 
were up in arms; in which miſ- 
take we might all have had our 
throats cut, and the poor Spaniard 
not to blame neither. 

But our doctor coming haſtily 
in to me, unriddled the whole 
matter, which was this, that a vol- 
cano, or burning vent among the 
hills, being pretty near the Spaniſh 
ſide of the country, as there are 
many of them in the Andes, had 
flamed out that night, and gave 
ſuch a terrible light in the air, as 
made us think the fire had at leaſt 
been in the out- houſes, or in part 
of the houſe, and accordingly had 
put me in ſuch a fright. 

Upon this, having told me what it 
was, he ran away to the Spaniſh ſer- 
vants, and told them what the mean- 
ing of it all was; and bade them go 
and — their maſter, which they 

did, 
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did, and all was well again; but 
as for myſelf, I fat up almoſt all 
the night ſtaring out from the win- 
dow at the eruption of fire upon 
the hills, for the like wonderful 
appearance I had never ſeen before. 

I fincerely begged my land- 
lord's pardon for diſturbing his 
houſe; and aſked him, if thoſe 


eruptions were frequent? He ſaid, 


no, they were not frequent, for 
they were conſtant, either in one 
part of the hills or another ; and 
that in my paſſing the mountains 
I ſhould ſee ſeveral of them. I 
aſked him, if they were not a- 
larmed with them? and if they 
were not attended with earth- 
quakes ? He ſaid, he believed that 
among the hills themſelves, the 
might have ſome ſhakings of the 
earth, becauſe ſometimes were found 
pieces of the rocks that had been 
broken off and fallen down; and that 


it was among thoſe, that ſometimes 


parts 
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parts of ſtone were found which 
had gold interſperſed in them, as 
it they had been melted and run 
together; of which he had ſhewn 
me ſome: But that as for carth- 
quakes in the country, he had ne- 
ver heard of any fince he came thi- 
ther, which had been upwards of 
fifteen years, including. three years 
that he dwelt at St. Jago. 

One day, being out on horſe-back 
with my landlord, we rode up cloſe 
to the mountains, and he ſhewed 
me at a diſtance an entrance, as he. 
called it, into them, frightful e- 
nough indeed ; as ſhall be deſcribed. 
in its place. He then told me, 
that was. the way he intended to 
carry me when he ſhould go to. 
ſhew me the higheſt hills in the 
world: But he turned ſhort, and. 
ſmiling ſaid, it ſhould not be yet ;. 
for though he had promiſed me 
a ſafe return, and left hoſtages. 

tor: 
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for it, yet he had not capitulated 
tor time. 

I told him, he need not capitu- 
late with me for time; for if I 
had not two ſhips to ſtay my com- 
ing, and between three and four 
hundred men eating me up all the 
while, I did not know whether I 
ſhould ever go away again or not, 
it he would give me houſe-room. 
He told me, as to that, he had ſent 
my men ſome proviſions, ſo that 
they would not ſtarve if I did not 
go back for ſome days. This 
ſurprized me not a little, and I. 
diſcovered it in my countenance. 
Nay, Seignior, ſays he, I have on- 
ly ſent them ſome victuals to 
maintain my two hoſtages ; for 
you know they muſt not want. It 
was not good manners in me to 
alk what he had ſent; but I un- 
derſtood, as ſoon as my midſhip- 
man returned, that he had ſent 
down ſixteen cows or runts, I know 

not 
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not what elſe to call them, but 
they were black cattle; thirty hogs 
thirteen large Peruvian ſheep, as 
big as great calves; and three caſks 
of Chilian wine, with an aſſurance, 
that. they ſhould have more provi- 
tions when that was ſpent. 

I was amazed at all this muni— 
ficence of the Spaniard, and very 
glad I was, that I had ſent my 
midſhipman for the things I in- 
tended to preſent him with; for I 
was as well able to requite him for 
a large preſent as he was to make it, 
and had reſolved it before I knew 
he had ſent any thing to the thip ; 
ſo that this exchanging of preſents 
was but a kind of generous barter. 
or commerce; For as to gold, we 
had either of us ſo much, that it 
was not at all equal in value to 
what we had to give on both ſides, 
as we were at preſent ſtated. 

In ſhort, my midſhipman re- 
turned with the horſes and ſer- 

vants ; 
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vants; and when we had brought 
what I had ſent for into a place 
which I defired the Spaniard to 
allow me to open my things in, I 
{ent my doctor to deſire the Spani- 
ard to let me ſpeak with him. 
told him firſt, that he muſt 
give me his parole of honour not 
to fake amiſs what I had to ſay to 
him ; that it was the cuſtom in our 
country at any time, to make pre- 
{ents to the ladies, with the know- 
ledge and conſent of their huſbands 
or parents, without any evil deſign, 
or without giving any offence ; but 
that I knew it was not ſo among 
the Spaniards : That I had not had 
the honour yet either to ſee his 
lady or his daughter, but that I 
had heard he had both : However, 
that if he pleaſed to be the meſſen- 
ger of a trifle I had cauſed my man 
to bring, and would preſent it for 
me, and not take it as an offence, 


he ſhould ſee before-hand what it 


Was, 
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was, and I would content myſelf 
with his accepting 1t in their be- 
half. 

He told me, ſmiling, he did no: 
bring me thither to take any pre- 
{ents of me; I had already done e- 
nougb, in that J had given him his 
liberty, which was the moſt valu- 
able gift in the world; and as to 
his wite, I had already made her 
the beſt preſent I was able, having 
given her back her huſband; that 
it is true, it was not the cuſtom of 
the Spaniards to let their wives ap- 
pear in any public entertainment 
of friends, but that he had reſolv- 
ed to break through that cuſtom); 
and that he had told his wife, what 
a friend I had been to her family, 
and that ſhe ſhould thank me for 
it in perſon; and that then, what 
preſent I had deſigned for her, 
ſince I would be a maker of pre- 
ſents, ſhe ſhould do herſelf the ho- 

nour to take it with her own hands, 


and 
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and he would be very far from 
miſtaking them, or taking it ill 
from his wife. 

As this was the higheſt compli- 
ment he was able to make me, the 
more he was obliging in the man- 
ner ; for he returned in about two 
hours, leading his wife into the 
room by the hand, and his daugh- 
ter following. 

I muſt confeſs I was furprized, 
for I did not expect to have ſeen 
ſuch a fight in America. The la- 
dy's dreſs indeed I cannot eafily 
deſcribe, but ſhe was really a 
charming woman, of about forty 
years of age, and covered over with 
emeralds and diamonds, I mean, as 
to her head. She was veiled till 
ſhe came into the room, but gave 
her veil to her woman when her 
huſband took her by the hand. 
Her daughter I took to be about 
twelve yeais old, which the Spa- 
niards count marriageable; ſhe was 


pretty, 
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pretty, but not ſo handſome as her 
mother. 

After the — on both 
ſides, my landlord, as I now call 
him, told her very handſomely what 
a benefactor I had been to her fa- 
mily, by redeeming him from the 
hands of villains: And ſhe, turning 
to me, thanked me in the moit 
obliging manner, and with a mo- 
deſt graceful way of ſpeech, ſuch 
as I cannot deſcribe, and which, 
indeed, I did not think the Spa- 
niards, who are ſaid to be ſo 
haughty, had been acquainted with. 

I then defired the doctor to tell 
the Spaniard her huſband, that I 
requeſted his lady to accept a ſmall 
aner which my midſhipman had 

rought for her from the ſhip, and 
which I took in my hand, and the 
Spaniard led his wife forward to 
take it: And I muſt needs ſay, it 
was not a mean preſent, beſides, its 
being of ten times the value in that 
place, 
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place, as it would have been at 
London, and I was now very glad 
that, as I mentioned above, I al- 
ways reſerved a ſmall quantity of 
all ſorts of goods unſold, that 1 
might have them to diſpoſe of as 
occaſion ſhould offer, 

Firſt, I preſented her with a very 
fine piece of Dutch Holland, worth, 
in London, about ſeven ſhillings an 
ell, and thirty-ſix ells in length, 
and worth in Chili, to be ſure, fif- 
tcen pieces of eight per ell, at leaſt; 
or it was rather likely, that all the 
kingdom of Chili had not ſuch 
another. 

Then I gave her two pieces of 
China damaſk, and two pieces of 
china filks called atlaſſes, flowered 
with gold; two pieces of fine muſ- 
lin, one flowered, the other plain, 
and a piece of very fine chintz, or 
printed callicoe; alſo a large parcel 
of ſpices, made up in elegant pa- 
pers, being about ſix pounds of nut- 


megs, 
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megs, and about twice as many 
cloves. 

And laſtly, to the young lady I 
gave one piece of damaſk, two pieces 
of china taffity, and a piece of fine 
ſtriped muſlin. 

After all this was delivered, and 
the ladies had received them, and 
given them their women to hold, 
J pulled cut a little box, in which 
I had two couple of large pearls, 
of that pear] which I mentioned 
we found at the pearl iſlands, very 
well matched for ear-rings, and 
gave the lady one pair, and the 
daughter the other; and now, I 
think, I had made a preſent fit for 
an ambaſſador to carry to a prince. 

The ladies made all poſſible ac- 
knowledgment, and we had the 
honour that day to dine with them 
in public. My landlord, the Spa- 
niard, told me, I had given them 
ſuch a preſent, as the viceroy of 
Mexico's 
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Mexico's lady would have gone 
fifty leagues to have received. 

But I had not done with my 
hoſt ; for, after dinner, I took him 
into the ſame room, and told him, 
I hoped he did not think I had 
made all my preſents to the ladies, 
and had nothing left to ſhew my 
reſpect to him ; and, therefore, firſt 
I preſented him with three negro 
men, which I had bought at Callao 
for my own ule, but knew I could 
ſupply myſelf again at or in my 
way home, at a moderate price; in 
the next place, I gave him three 
pieces of black Colcheſter baize, 
which, .though they are coarſe ordi- 
nary things in England, that a foot- 
man would ſcarce wear, are a habit 
for a prince in that country; I then 
gave him a piece of very fine ſcarlet 
Engliſh ſerge, which was really 
very valuable in England, but 
much more there; and another 
piece of crimſon broad cloth, and 
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{ix pieces of fine ſilk druggets for 
his two ſons, and thus 1 finiſhed 
my preſents. The Spaniard ftood 
ſtill, and looked on ail the while 
I was laying out my preſents to 
him, as one in a tranſport, and faid 
not one word till all was over; but 
then he told me very gravcly, that 
it was now time for him to turn 
me out of his houſe ; for, ſeignior, 
ſays he, no man ought to ſuffer 
himſelf to be obliged beyond his 
power of return, and I have no 
poſſible way of making any return 
to you equal to ſuch things as 

theſe. | 
It is true, the preſent I had 
made him, if it was to be rated 
by the value of things in the coun- 
try where it then was, would have 
been valued at ſix or ſeven hun- 
dred pounds ſterling, but to reckon 
them as they might colt me, did 
not all together amount to a- 
bove one hundred pounds, except 
the 
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the three negros, which, indeed, 
colt me at Lima one thouſand two 
hundred pieces of eight. 

He was as ſenfible of the price of 
thoſe negros, as I was of the oc- 
caſion he had of them, and of the 
work he had to do for them ; and 
he came to me about an hour after, 
and told me, he had looked over 
all the particulars of the noble 
preſents which I had made them ; 
and though the value was too great 
for him to accept, or for any man 
to offer him, yet, ſince I had been 
at ſo much trouble to ſend for the 
things, and that I thought him 
worthy ſuch a bounty, he was come 
back to tell me, that he accepted, 
thankfully, all my preſents, both 
to himſelf, and to his wife and 
daughter, except only the three 
negros, and as they were bought 
in the country, and were the par- 
ticular traffick of the place, he 
could not take them as a preſent ; 
but would be equally obliged, and 

M 2 take 
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take it for as much a favour, if I 
would allow him to pay for them. 

I ſmiled, and told him, he and 
I would agree upon that; for he 
did not yet know what favours I 
had to aſk of him, and what ex- 
pence I ſhould put him to; that I 
had a great deſign in my view, 
which 1 was to crave his aſſiſtance 
in, and which I had not yet com- 
municated to him, in which he 
might, perhaps, find that he would 
pay dear enough for all the little 
preſents l had made him; and, in 
the mean time, to make himſelf 
eaſy as to the three negro men, I 
gave him my word, that he ſhould 
pay for them; only not yet. 

He could have nothing to object 
againſt an offer of this kind, be- 
cauſe he could not gueſs what I 
meant; but gave me all the aſſur- 
ances of ſervice and aſſiſtance that 
lay in his power, in any thing that 

I might 


ROUND THE WORLD. 269 


I might have to do in that coun- 
try. 

But here, by the way, it ought 
to be underſtood, that all this was 
carried on with a ſuppoſition, that 
we acted under a commiſſion from 
the king of France; and though 
he knew many of us were Engliſh, 
and that I was an Engliſhman in 
particular, yet, as we had ſuch a 
commiſſion, and produced it, we 
were Frenchmen, in that ſenſe, to 
him, nor did he entertain us under 
any other idea. 

The ſequel of the ſtory will alſo 
make it ſufficiently appear, that I 
did not make ſuch preſents as theſe 
in mere oſtentation, or only upon 
the compliment of a viſit to a Spa- 
niſh gentleman, any more than J 
would leave my ſhip, and a cargo 
of ſuch value, in the manner I had 
done, to make a tour into the coun- 
try, if I had not had views ſuffici- 
ent to juſtify ſuch meaſures; and 
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the conſequence of thoſe meaſures» 
will be the beſt apology for my 
conduct with all, who will impar- 
tially conſider them. 

We had now ſpent a fortnight, 
and tomething more, in ceremony 
and civilities, and in, now and 
then, taking a little tour about the 
fields, and towards the moun- 
tains. However, even in this way 
of living, I was not ſo idle as [ 
ſeemed to be, for I not only made 
due obſervations of all the countr 
which 1 ſaw, but informed myſelf 
ſufficiently of the parts which I 
did not ſee. I found the country 
not only fruitful in the ſoil, but 
wonderfully temperate and agree- 
able in its climate. The air, though 
hot, according to its proper lati- 
tude, yet that heat ſo moderated by 
the cool breezes from the moun- 
tains, that it was rather equal to 
the plain countries in other parts 
of the world, in the latitude of 

fifty, 
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fifty, than to a climate in thirty- 
eight to forty degrees. 

This gave the inhabitants the 
advantages, not only of pleaſant 
and agreeable living, but alſo of a 
particular fertility, which hot cli- 
mates are not bleſſed with, eſpeci- 
ally as to corn, the moſt neceſſary 
of all productions, ſuch as wheat, I 
mean European wheat, or Engliſh 
wheat, which grew here as well 
and as kindly, as in England; 
which in Peru, and in the Iſthmus 
of America, will by no means 
thrive for want of moiſture and 
cold. 

Here were allo, an excellent 
middling breed of black cattle, 
which the natives fed under the 
ſhade of the mountains, and on the 
banks of the rivers, till they came 
to be very fat. In a word, here 
were, or might be produced, all 
the plants, fruits, and grain, of a 
temperate climate. At the ſame 
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time, the orange, lemon, citron, 
pomegranate, and figs, with a mo- 
derate care, would come to a very 
tolerable perfection in their gar- 
dens; and even ſugar-canes, in 
ſome places, though theſe laſt but 
rarely, and not without great art in 
the cultivation, and chiefly in gar- 
dens. 

J was aſſured, that farther South- 
ward beyond Baldivia, and to the 
latitude of forty- ſeven to forty- nine, 
the lands were eſteemed richer than 
where we now were; the graſs more 
ſtrengthening and nouriſhing for 
the cattle; and that, conſequently, 
the black cattle, horſes, and hogs, 
were all of a larger breed; but that, 
as the Spaniards had no ſettlement 
beyond Baldivia to the South, ſo 
they did not find the natives ſo 
tractable as where we then were; 
where, though the Spaniards were 
but few, and the ſtrength they 
had, was but ſmall, yet, as upon 


any 
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any occaſion, they had always been 
afliſted with forces ſufficient from 
St. Jago, and, if need were, even 
from Peru, ſo the natives had 
always been ſubdued, and had 
found themſelves obliged to ſub- 
mit; and that now they were in- 
tirely reduced, and were, and had 
been, for ſeveral years, very eaſy 
and quiet: Beſides the plentiful 
harveſt which they made of gold 
from the mountains (which ap- 
peared to be the great allurement 
of the Spaniards) had drawn them 
rather to ſettle here, than farther 
Southward, being naturally addict- 
ed, as my new landlord confeſſed 
to me, to reap the harveſt which 
had the leaſt labour and hazard at- 
tending it, and the moſt profit. 
Not but that, at the ſame time, 
he confeſſed, that he believed, and 
had heard, that there was as much 
gold to be found farther to the 
South, as far as the mountains con- 
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tinued ; but that, as I have ſaid» 
the natives were more troubleſome 
there, and more dangerous, and 
that the king of Spain did not al- 
low troops ſufficient to civilize and 
reduce them. 

I aſked him concerning the na- 
tives in the country where we 
were? He told me they were the 
moſt quiet, and inoffenſive people, 
ſince the Spaniards had reduced 
them by force, that could be de- 
fired; that they were not, indeed, 
numerous or warlike, the warlike 
and obſtinate part of them having 
fled farther off to the South, as 
they were overpowered by the Spa- 
niards; that for thoſe who were 
left, they lived fecure, under the 

rotection of the Spaniſh governor ; 
that they fed cattle, and planted 
the country, and ſold the product 
of their lands chiefly to the Spani- 
ards; but that they did not covet 
to be rich, only to obtain cloaths, 
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arms, powder and ſhot; which, 
however they were ſuffered to have 
but ſparingly, and with * aſ- 
ſurance of their fidelity. I aſked 
him, if they were not treacherous 
and perfidious? And if it was not 
dangerous truſting themſelves a- 
mong them in the mountains, and 
among the retired places where 
they dwelt? He told me, that it 
was quite the contrary ; that they 
were ſo honeſt, and ſo harmleſs, 
that he would. at any time venture 
to ſend his two ſons into the moun- 
tains a hunting, with each of them 
a Chilian for his guide, and let 
them ſtay with the ſaid natives 
two or three nights and days at a 
time, and be in no uneaſineſs about 
them; and that none of them were 
ever known to do any foul or trea- 
cherous thing by the Spaniards, 
fince he had been in that coun- 
try. 

M 6 Having 
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Having thus fully informed my- 
ſelf of things, I began now to , 
think it was high time to have a 
tight of the particulars which 1 
came to enquire after (viz.) the 
paſſages of the mountains, and the 
wonders that were to be diſcovered 
on the other fide; and accordingly 
I took my patron the Spaniard by 
himſelf, and told him, that as I 
was a traveller, and was now in 
ſuch a remote part of the world, 
he could not but think I ſhould 
be glad to ſee every thing extraor- 
dinary, that was to be ſeen; that I 
might be able to give ſome account 
of the world when I came into 
Europe, better, and differing from 
what others had done, who had 
been there before me; and that I 
had a great mind, if he would give 
me his aſliſtance, to enter into the 
paſſages and valleys which he had 
told me ſo much of in the moun- 
tains, and if it was poſſible, which 

indeed 


ROUND THE WORLD 2577 


indeed I had always thought it was 
not, to take a proſpect of the world 
on the other fide. 
He told me, it was not a light 
piece of work, and perhaps the 
diſcoveries might not anſwer my 
trouble, there being little to be 
ſeen but ſteep precipices, unhoſ- 
pitable rocks, and impaſſable moun- 
tains, immuring us on every fide, 
innumerable rills and brooks of 
water falling from the clifts, mak- 
ing a barbarous and unpleaſant 
ſound ; and that ſound echoed and 
reverberated from innumerable ca- 
vities and hollows among the rocks, 
and theſe all pouring down into one 
middle ſtream, which we ſhould 
always find on one fide or other of 
us as we went, and that ſometimes 
we ſhould be obliged to paſs thoſe 
middle ſtreams, as well as the rills 
and brooks on the ſides, without a 
bridge, and at the trouble of pull- 
ing off our cloaths. 


He 
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He told us, that we ſhould meet, 
indeed, with proviſions enough, 
and with an innocent harmleſs 
people, who according to their 
ability, would entertain us very 
willingly; but that I who was a 
ſtranger, would be ſorely put to it 
for lodging, eſpecially for fo many 
of us. 

However, he ſaid, as he had per- 
haps at firſt, raiſed this curioſity in 
me, by giving me a favourable ac- 
count of the place, he would be 
very far from diſcouraging me 
now; and that if I reſolved to go, 
he would not only endeavour to 
make every thing as pleaſant to me 
as he could, but that he and his 
major domo would go along with 
me, and fee us ſafe through, and 
ſafe home again; but deſired me, 
not to be in too much haſte, for 
that he muſt make ſome little pre- 
paration for the journey, which as 
he told us, might perhaps take us 
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up fourteen or fixteen days forward, 
and as much back again; not he ſaid, 
that it was neceſlary that we ſhould 
be ſo long going and coming, as 
that he ſuppoſed I would take time 
to ſee every thing which I might 
think worth ſeeing, and not be in 
ſo much haſte, as if I was ſent ex- 
preſs. I told him, he was very 
much in the right; that I did not 
deſire to make a thing, which I 
expected ſo much pleaſure in, be a 
toil to me more than needs muſt; 
and above all, that, as I ſuppoſed, 
I ſhould not return into theſe parts 
very ſoon, I would not take a 
curſory view of a place, which I 
expected would be ſo well worth 
ſeeing, and let it be known to all 
I ſhould ſpeak of it to, that I 
wanted to fee it again, before I 
could give a full account of it. 
Well, Seignior, ſays he, we will 
not be in haſte, or view it by 
halves; for if wild and uncouth 
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places will be a diverſion to you, 
I promiſe myſelf your curioſity 
ſhall be fully gratified ; but as to 
extraordinary things, rarities in na- 
ture, and ſurprizing incidents which 
foreigners expect, I cannot ſay much 
to thoſe. However, what think 
you, Seignior, ſays he, if we ſhould 
take a tour a little way into the 
entrance of the hills, which I 
ſhewed you the other day, and look 
upon the gate of this gulph ? Per- 
haps your curioſity may be ſatisfied 
with the firſt day's proſpect, which 
I aſſure you, will be none of the 
moſt pleaſant, and you may find 
yourſelf ſick of the enterprize. 

I told him, no; I was ſo re- 
ſolved upon the attempt, ſince he, 
who I was ſatisfied would not de- 
ceive me, had repreſented it as ſo 
feaſible, and eſpecially fince he 
had offered to conduct me through 
it, that I would not for all the 
gold that was in the mountains, 


lay 
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at that expreſſion, and ſmiling at 
the doctor, ſays he, this gentle- 
man little thinks that there is more 
gold in theſe mountains, nay, even 
in this part where we are, than 
there is now above ground in the 
whole world. Partly underſtand- 
what he ſaid, I anſwered, my mean- 
ing was to let him ſee that no- 
thing could divert me from the 
purpoſe of viewing the place, un- 
leſs he himſelf forbade me, which 
I hoped he would not; and that as 
for looking A little way into the 
paſſage, to try if the horror of the 
place would put a check to my 
curioſity, I would not give him 
that trouble, ſeeing the more ter- 
rible and frightful, the more dif- 
ficult and impracticable it was, 
provided it could be maſtered at 
laſt, the more it would pleaſe me 
to attempt and overcome it. 


Nay, 
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Nay, nay Seignior, ſaid he plea- 
ſantly, there is nothing ditficull 
or impracticable in it, nor is it 
any thing but what the country 
people, and even ſome of our na- 
tion perform every day; and that 
not only by themſelves, either for 
{port in purſuit of game, but even 
with droves of cattle which they 
go with from place to place, as 
to a market or a fair; and there- 
fore, if the horror of the clifts 
and precipices, the noiſes of the 
volcanos, the fire and ſuch things 
as you may hear awd ſee above 
you, will not put a ſtop to your 
curioſity, I aflure you, you ſhall not 
meet with any thing impaſlable or 
impracticable below, nor any thing 
but what with the aſſiſtance of 
God and the bleſſed Virgin (and 
then he croſled himſelf, and fo we 
did all) we ſhall go chearfully 


Over. 
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Finding therefore that I was thus 
reſolutely bent upon the enterprize, 
but not in the leaſt gueſſing at my 
deſign, he gave order to have ſer- 
vants and mules provided, for 
mules are much fitter to travel a- 
mong the hills than horſes; and 
in four days he promiſed to be rea- 
dy for a march. 

I had nothing to do in all theſe 
four days but to walk abroad, and 
as we ſay look about me; but I 
took this opportunity to give in- 
ſtructions to my two midſhipmen, 
who were called my ſervants, in 
what they were to-do. 

Firſt, I charged them to make 
land-marks, bearings, and beacons, 
as we might call them, upon the 
points of the rocks above them, 
and at every turning in the way 
below them, alſo at the reaches 
and windings of the rivers or 
brooks, falls of water, and every 

thing 
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thing remarkable; and to keep 
each of them ſeparate and diſtinct 
Journals of thoſe things ; not only 
to find the way back again by the 
ſame ſteps; but that they might 
be able to find that way afterwards 
by themſelves, and without guides, 
which was the foundation and true 
intent of all the reſt of my un- 
dertaking; and as I knew theſe 
were both capable to do it, and 
had courage and fidelity to under- 
take it, I had ſingled them out 
for the attempt, and had made 
them fully acquainted with my 
whole ſcheme, and conſequently, 
they knew the meaning and rea- 
ſon of my preſent diſcourſe with 
them : They promiſed not to fail 
to (hew me a plan of the hills, 
with the bearings of every point, 
one with another, where every 
ſtep was to be taken, and every 
turning to the right hand or . 

the 
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the left, and ſuch a journal I be- 


lieve, was never ſeen before or 
ſince; but it is too long for this 


place. I ſhall, however, take out 


the heads of it as I proceed, 
which may ſerve as a general de- 
ſcription of the place. 

The evening of the fourth day, 
as he had appointed, my friend the 
Spaniard let me know, that he was 
ready to ſet out, and accordingly 
we began our cavalcade: my reti- 
nue conſiſted of fix as before, and 
we had mules provided for us; m 
two midſhipmen as ſervants, had 
two mules given them al ſo for their 
baggage : The Spaniard had fix al- 
ſo, viz. His gentleman, or as I 
called him before, his Major Do- 
mo on horſeback, that is to ſay, 
on mule-back, with mules for his 
baggage, and ſour ſervants on foot. 
Juſt before we ſet out, his gen- 
tleman brought cach of us a fuzee, 


and 
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and our two ſervants, each a har- 
quebuſs, or ſhort muſket with car- 
touches, powder and ball, toge- 
ther with a pouch and ſmall ſhot, 
ſuch as we call ſwan-ſhot, for 
fowls or deer, as we ſaw occaſion. 
I was as well pleaſed with this 
circumſtance as with any my land- 
lord had done, becaufe I had not fo 
intire a confidence in the native 
Chilians, as he had; but I faw 
plainly fome time after, that I was 
wrong, for nothing could be more 
honeft, quiet, and free from de- 
fign, than thoſe people, except 
the poor honeſt people where we 
dreſſed up the king and queen as 
already mentioned. 
We were late in the morning 
before we got out, having all this 
equipage to furniſh, and travel- 
ling very gently, it was about 
two hours before ſun- ſet, when 
we came to the entrance of the 
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mountains, where to my ſurprize, 
I found we were to go in upon 
a level, without any aſcent, at 
leaſt, that was conſiderable. We 
had, indeed gone up upon a pretty 
ſharp aſcent, for near two miles, 
before we came to the place. 

The entrance was agreeable e- 
nough, the paſſage being near half 
a mile broad. On the left hand, 
was a ſmall river, whoſe channel 
was deep, but the water ſhallow, 
there having been but little rain 
for ſome time; the water ran very 
rapid, and as my Spaniard told me, 
was ſometimes exceeding fierce ; 
the entrance lay inclining a little 
South, and was ſo ſtrait, that we 
could ſee near a mile before us; 
but the prodigious height of the 
hills on both fides, and before us, 
appearing one over another, gave 
ſuch a proſpect of horror, that 1 
confeſs it was frightful at firſt to 

look 
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look on the ſtupendous altitude of 
the rocks: Every thing above us 
looking one higher than another, 
was amazing; and to ſee how, in 
ſome places, they hung over the 
river, and over the paſſage, it crea- 
ted a dread of being overwhelmed 
with them. 
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